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PREFACE. 



IN this little book, which is reprinted from Volumes XXI. and XXII. of the 
" China Review," an attempt has been made to show what the much spoken of 
»ind written alwut Chinese organi/iition, lo which foreigners have applied the name 
of Triad Society really is. That it is a secret society of some kind most residents in 
(3liina and in places where there are lar^e Chinese coromnnitios, as well as those who 
read books or newspapers which discuss Chinese affairs, 'understand. Comparatively 
few, however, know anything of tlie history, organisation, aims and saorei 
working of the dreaded Society. 

The author*s long intercourse, as a Police Detective Officer with the ChtneM« 
and especially with the classes to which members of the Society mainly belong, and 
his ability to converse with them in their own tongue, have afforded him 
opportnuitios, such as few foreigners have bad, of obtaining books and insignia, 
and of gathering information regarding the subject treated. This information 
he has attempted to place before the reader in as agroeabfo a form as a snbjeoi 
raiuiring numerous translations will permit. 

The name Triad Society, which is a translation of tiie name San Ho Hin^ 
conferred on the organization by Chinese non-members, has been used as the name 
of the Society so long and so often that it has been adopted as the title, along with 
that which the members themselves give it, and which is therefore the more 
correct of the 7*i^i Ti Hin^ or Heaven and Earth Association. 

In rendering Chinese words into an Bnglish form the mandarin pronunciation 
has been adopted both in the historical and ceremonial parts of the book. 
Considering how comparatively few speakers of the mandarin dialect are members 
of the Society the writer had some doubt as to the advisability of this cause, boi 
as about an equal number of the brotherhood are Cantonese, Fokienese, and Ilakka, 
and only speak their own respective dialects, he thought it better to nae the dialaci 
he has in prefereuoe to either of those. Therefore, except in writing of persona 
or plaooiof only local celebrity, this pUn has been adhered to throughout 

The commencing brief summary of Chinese secret societies in general, from 
early times, is intended as an introduction to what follows, dealing particnhurly 
with the origin and orgaoixation of the Triad Society, and explaining how initiaUoM 
are conducted and the meaning of the secret insignia, words and signs. 

The author hopes this exposition will prove useful to government offidah, and 
others who have dealings with tlie Cliiocse, in enabling them to solve tiie meaning 
of any Triad writings or insignia that may happen to fall into their hands, as well 
as interesting to the general reader. 

W. Stjlhtok. 
ff^UfkofUf, tOOO. 
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THE TRIAD SOCIETY, OR HEAVEN 
AND EARTH ASSOCIATION. 

^Kq l^hitQ "J^otua and othor ^^orot 

2ooi9tioa. 

SECURT political Societies have cxiRtcd in many countries; but in no other 
part of tlic world have they nonrishe<I ami exerted so much inflncnoe for ill, as 
in China. What appear to be societies of the kind arc referred to, far back in tho 
annals of the country. At the clof&e of the former and beginning of the after 
linn dynasties, al)out the iximinencenient of the Christian era, there existed a 
rcliellious, and Hp|Nirently secret. Society, whose members before going to battle, 
in onler to make themselves more terrible in appearance, painted their eyebrows 
with vermilion, and were therefore called the Chih Mei or Carnatian Eyebrow 
Rebels. Their leader, Fan Ts'nng, after having taken a prominent part in 
overthrowing the usurper Wang Mang, set up a claim to the sovereignty of the 
country, in the contest for supremacy between himself and Liu Siii, the founder 
of the after Ilan dynasty, he was finally defeated by Feng I, a commander in 
the Han cause, who drew him into an ambush of soldiers dressed and painted like 
the Chih Meis. Ky this stratagem tho real Chih Meis were nnable to distingnish 
friend from foe and in the confusion which ensued they were completely routed. 

At this jMriod there were other Societies, similar to the Chih Mei, such a^ 
tho Tuntj Ma or Copjier Horses, the T'leh Ching or Inin Shins and others, all of 
which took |)ait in the anarchy that prevailed. 

About A.I). 170, a student of Taoism, named Chang Kioh, by pretending to 
supernatural powers in magic, and curing diseases, gained a large number of followers, 
in the noith-east of China, who rcgared him as a Cod. The numlicr of his adherents 
continued to increase rapidly, and in 184 they raised the standard of rebellion. An 
immense army of them wearing yellow turbans and divided under thirty-six generals, 
mnrchcd and acted so rapidly, that in a month they had subdued the whole north of 
China. These were the famous Yellow Turban Rebek who played such an important 
part in bringing about the downfall of the after Han dynasty and ushering in the 
turbulent times of the three kingdoms. And it was in the struggle against these 
rebels that Kwan Yu, since deified as Kwan Ti or Wn Ti, the God of War, Liu Pei 
and Chang Fei, leaders in the wars of the throe kingdoms, took the solemn oath in 
tho poach ganlen, to fight and live and die together. This oath is often rrfcrred to 
by the Triad Society, and its members are exhorted to emulate the faithfulness to 
each other i^nd loyalty to their cause, of tl|e heroes who took it. 
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Tn the rcigii of TTwci Tsnng, of the Sung dynasty, A.D. 1102-1110, n baml of 
rcl)cl8, of whom 8nng Chiang and Ln Chiin-i were the chiefs, were bonnd together 
hy an oath somewhat similar to that taken by the Traids now. According to the 
historical romance entitled Shni Iln Ohuan, the oath taken by the one hundred and 
eight leaders ran thus : * We are one hundred and eight persons assembled in this 
hall who regard the Stars as our brothers, and Heaven and Earth as our father and 
mother, and though unlike in features we are alike in stateliness. We possess one 
hundred and eiglit hearts, and every heart is spotless. We bind ourselves to share 
each other's happiness and bear each other's sorrow. We arrange our names befoi*e 
Hcaiven and must not become a laughing-stock for men. The information of one 
day being found i*eliable must be acted upon with life-long courage. Should any of 
us harbor unkindness in our hearts and sever ourselves from our great cause, or say 
one thing at home and another abroad ; or begin without continuing to the end, may 
Heaven above look down on as and devils by our sides watch us ; may knives and 
swords cut our bodies and thunder-bolts blot out every trace of us ; may we ever- 
histingly sink in hell and not be reborn as human beings for a myraid ages. May 
such be the retribution of those of us who break our oath. fiOt Heaven and all the 
gods look down on us while we swear.' The oath being delivered they swore to it, 
and said they would meet in every life, and never, in any age, separate. They then 
drank each other's blood in wine. 

Two centuries later the notorious Pah Lien or White Lotus Society was CKtab- 
lished. 

The great Mongol warrior, Knblai, having destroyed the Chinese armies opposed 
to him and by his generals, driven the faithful Luh Sii!i-fu when all was lost, to 
embrace and jump with the last of the Sung line, the ill-fated boy-emperor Ti Ping, 
in his arms, to meet death in the Canton River, ascended the throne of China, in 
A.l>. 1280, as the first emperor of the Yuen dynasty. ITe and his two immediate 
successors were wise and ]X)werful, and, by their sagacity and vigour, Kuppressed all 
opposition to their rule. But after the death of the li!mi)ei*or Wu Tsuug, the reins 
of government were held by feeble princes, who were simply the tools of their 
ministers, eunuchs and concubines. The country was consequently misruled and the 
Chinese driven to murmur against the barbarian Mongol Government. It always 
happens in China that, whenever a desire for a change of government is kindled 
amongst the people, omens presaging the downful of the dynasty appear and become 
common as the desii*e increases. So they multiplic<I towards the close of the sliort- 
live:l Yuen dynasty, especially from the time Shun Li ascended the throne, in 13;i3, 
until the empire was prepared for the rebellions that undcnnined the Mon<^ol power 
and finally overthrew their dynasty. One amongst other incidents deemed portent- 
ous occurred in 1344. The children in Honan and Hupch sang a childish ditty, 
*' When stirs the one-eyed man of stone, this dynasty will be o'erthrown.' And it 
hapixiued alx>ut that time that, while the banks of the Yellow River were being 
re|)aired, at a place named Iluaug-ling Kang, a stone image of a one-eyed man was 
found, or rumoured to have been found, and intense excitement prevailed in conse- 
quence. While the excitement was at its height, Han Shan-tung invigorated the 
White Lotus Society, which had been founded by his grandfather, and, by burning 
incense in worship and proclaiming the advent of Mili or Maytrt^ya the Ruddliist 
Messiah, gave it a religious character. He was soon joined by multitudes who be- 
lieved in him, and by the bi^ndit chiefs Liu Fu-tung, Li ^rh, Sii Show-hui and Tu 
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Tsiin-Uio. Tliesc ])rctouded he was a descendant in the eighth generation from 
Hwci Tsnng, an eni|X!rDr of the Sung dynasty who rated China from 1101-1126, 
und set him up as their rightful ruler and raised armies to sup|K>i*t his cause, llis 
soldiers, like the Triads in recent times, woix) red turhans as a distingnishing mark. 
Ilau Shan-tung was captnred at the commencement of the insurrection, but his son 
ilan liiu-erli carried on the rebellion, which rapidly spread throughont Gentral 
China. 

As the ixsbcliiou progressed, other chiefs, or self-styled kings, appeared on the 
scene with iai*ge armies, as compctitore for the empire. Amongst these was the 
quondam Buddhist acolyte, Chu Yuan-chaug. He ix)ssessed a genius for warfare 
and government far su|)erior to all his rivals, whom, with the Mongols, he finally 
subdued and then ascended the throne of China, under the style of Hnng Wu, as 
the first em])eror and founder of the Ming dynasty. 

This was the first appeai-ancc of the White JiOtus Society in history, its 
memliers sowed the seed of sedition from which grew the rebellion they started with 
the intention of re-establishing the Suug Oyuasty; but it happened that a more 
nu'ghty chief than thcii's, snatchcil away the fruit. 

There api)ears to be nothing further known of the White Lotus Society until 
towards the close of the Ming Dynasty, when, after two-and-a-half centuries of 
luxury, the Ming rulers ha«l gradually become enervated and pusillanimous. Again, 
eunuchs and favourites usurped imperial power, and misgoverned the country, and, 
to add to the people's distress, droughts and famines prevailed in some provinces, 
and Mongols and Manchus invaded and ravaged the frontiers. So, in the reign of 
Tien Ki, 1G21-1G28, iusurrections were rife; and amidst the intriguing for power, 
that was ruining the country, Sii Huug-ii, one of the insurgent leaders, employed 
the White liOtus Society to advance his ambitious |)olitical aims. This man had 
made great progress, and was already proclaimed emperor, under the style of Hsing 
Sheug, when he was defeated and slain in battle. This appears to have damped the 
ardour of the society, for it remained inactive during the few succeeding years of 
rebellion by Li Tzn-slieug and other chiefs that tore the empire to pieces, and ])aved 
the way to the throne for the Manchus. 

Although there were several risings against the Manchu dynasty during the 
first four reigns, the White Iiotus Society kept quiet until about 1761, when the 
Kmperor Kien-lung issued an edict against it and the Ming Tstun or Illustrious 
Worthies and the PcJi Tun or White Cloud sects, in 177.5, a chief of the White 
J«otus Society, named Liti Sung, was banished from Auliwei to Kansuh, whence 
he sent his emissaries, under pretext of healing discatscs by prayer and incantation, 
to gain adherents to his cause in Western China. Many paitistiiis joined and the 
society grew rapidly until 1794, when it broke out iuto the rebellion that subse- 
(juently spraid over IIuikIi and Western China under Liii Chi-hich and cast a 
gloom over the close of the long and brilliant reign of Kien-lung. 

This Liii Chi-hieh set up a youth named Wang Fa-sheng, whom he 
represented to be a naember of the Chu family and a descendant of the Ming 
emiierors, as the rightful sovca»ign of the people. He declared that to prevent the 
caiinre of the yoiuig prince when a child, he had flcil with him and concealed him 
beyond the borders of China. 
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This rebellion grew mpidly under Liu Cbi-hick and other Icodera, one of 
whom was a woman surnauied- Wang, until there were a hundred thouaand rebels 
in anuti, who fought with varying fortune against an at least e(|ual number o( 
imperialist solidicrs. *Sometimes whole provinces were subdued by them, and it 
looked as if their efforts were going to be successful, and AVestern China, if no other 
part, would remain tbeira. Then a turn of fortune and successive victories of the 
imperialists would almost annihilate their armies and crush all their hopes. And 
so the war was waged. After the struggle had lasted six years, Liu Chi-hieh 
was captured. But as one leader fell or was captured, auother replaced him, and 
as the rebellion was extinguished in one place, it blazed out in another. 

This internecine war lasted over ten years, at a cost of tens of thousands of 
lives and an ezijcnditure, by the government alone, of two hundred million tack 
in money. 

The young pretender, Wang Fa-sheng, was never any other than a pup)iet in 
the hands of the leaders, and the manner of his disap|)carancc from the stirring 
scene, in which his name had been used as the rallying woi\I and hi^i iKiiison as the 
rallying point of his paiiy, is unknown. 

In 1814, during the itiign of Kia King, a daring insurrection bi'oke out in 
the imperial palace in Peking, which is supposed to have had. as one of its objects, 
the seizure of the emperor. This insurrection was genemlly, and probably rightly, 
ascribed to the White Lotus Society, but it has also been attributed to the White 
Feather, the Three Incense Sticks, the Eight Diagrams and the Rationalist 
Societies. That the rising should be imputed to these, tends to show that there is 
a similarity between the various sccrct societies in the country. Thus the Three 
Incense Sticks and Eight Ditigrams are im))oitant factors in the Triad Society, 
which is sometimes called by these names; especially by the latter. Morever, Liu 
Ghing, one of the ringleaders in the affair, was a native of the Fukien province, 
and had been a leader in the Eight Diagrams or Triad Society, which bad already 
given trouble to the authorities there. 

This insurrection was planned by a man named lii Wan-cheug, who had a 
largo number of followers in Honan, and Lin Ghing, who had followera in Chili 
and Shantung. These leaders pretended to be able to foretell events by ixsiding 
the coiistellations. Liu Ching undertook to bribe the eunuchs within the i)alace 
from their allegiance, and obtain their assistance in introducing some of his 
followers, who were to seize the iNilace. ft was arranged that the paiiy to be 
admitted and those bribed to assist them, were to wear white handkerchiefs on their 
heads, by which to recognize each other. Their adherents in Honan and Shantung 
were to rise simultaneously. 

In the meantime the rebels had quietly secreted arms, in wine shops, in the 
inner city. On the IGtIi day of the 9th month, three or four hundred of the rebels, 
dressed like villagers, and carrying baskets of persimmons, under which arms werc 
concealed, assembled around the four gates of the palace and did a good business 
selling their fruit to the guai-ds and idlers about the gates. After a while, seeing an 
opportunity when the soldiers were off their guard, they grasped their weapons, 
dropiKHl their baskeU and rushed on and slew the guards, almost without opijosition. 
They then entered the palace, cutting down all without the badge of partisanship. 
It happened that the eunuchs engaged in their cause, through some mistake, were 
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niHlcrtlio itiiprcssion that tbc rising was to take place on tbo 26th instead of on the 
16th of the month, and were consetiaently unprepared; but nevertheless many of 
them took prominent part in the rising, in the rush into the iialacc the insargcnts 
became confnse<l in their movements, and were at a loss how to proceed. This enabled 
those in the palace who rcmaincil loyal, to snccessfnlly resist them until assistance came. 

The emiieror happened to be away ut Monkdeu, on a visit to the imperial 
tombs : but his second son, afterwards known as the Emperor Tao-kwang, displayed 
great energy and bravery in the emergency. Hastily collecting a ^mrty of guards 
and eunuchs, he put himself at their head, and drove the rebels from one part of the 
lialace to another, shooting them as they tried to escape, or to hide themselves on tlic 
roofs or amongst the rafters of the buildings. The prince himself shot some of the 
rebels, and while doing so, discovered be had traitors amongsc his own little baud. 
A eunuch, a member of the rebellious society, loaded a musket for him, but omitted 
the bullet. The prince took a stauly iiim, and fired at a man on the roof, who 
carried a white flag, but without hitting him. This raised his suspicion, and he 
loaded the musket for himselft and, to obviate any magic, tore a silver button fmm 
his clothes and rammed it in for a bullet. He lired again and this time the man 
toppled over. The eunuch was at once seized and afterwards executod. During 
this mekk: many of the rel)els aix; stud to have been killed by lightning, in a terrible 
thunderstorm that broke out. 

Lin Ching was not present at this outbreak. He remained at Huang village, 
some distance from the capital, waiting for tidings of how the plans at the palace 
had succeeded, and of the expected risings in Honan and Shan-tung. Ad intelligent 
lictor named Chang 8su, conceived the design of ca|)tnring him, and accordingly 
hurried ofT in a cait for Huang village. On arrival he went straight to Lin Ching 
and congratulated him on the success of the enterprise he had planned. He told 
him the {lalace was captured and his followers urgently required his presence 
amongst them before taking further action. Lin Ching believed the story and set 
out with the lictor for Peking. There he soon beard of the failui*e of his plans and 
the annihilation of his brave little band, and he was shortly afterwards executed. 

The crisis in Honan was brought on a week too soon by the magistntte Chiang 
Hei-chich who arrested Li Wan-cheng and cut olT his feet. In uonseciucncc of this 
act of hirbiirity, three thousand of the society rose in arms and killed the magistrate 
and rescued Li Wan-cheng from prison. At the same time their adherents rose in 
other parts of Honan and in Rhan-tung and killeil the Oovernment officers and 
seized sevemi towns. lA Wan-chcng was unable to letid, but under his instnictiouH, 
Tao Kan, a point on the («mnd Canal was seized, and thereby the revolutionists 
obtained control of provisions intended for the capital. Yang Ju-chun, the general 
who had been successful against the White liOtns rebels under Liu Chi-hieh, was 
brought from Shcnsi to assist the Viceroy of iShensi and Kansuh in suppressing this 
rebellion, which had already assumed a tlu'catening aspect. He defeated the rebels 
in his first engagement and beheaded 200 of them that he took prisoners. His 
name appears to have spread consternation amongst the rebels, for, wherever they 
met this ' beaidcd general/ as he was called, they threw down their arms and fled. 
In a short time he retook Tao Kan and burnt over ten thousand iiersons to death. 
Ho next invested Hua, the princi))al city of the Hua district. There he received 
reinforcements from General Lan Tsiug, who had suppresseil the Bhau-tung reboiliou 
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and from General Obang Ghao, who had suppressed the outbreak in Chili. The 
walls of Hua were strongly built and the i-ebels had stored a year's provisions in the 
city when they held Tao Kan. So that, notwithstanding the city was bombarded 
with cannon, a long siege was anticipated. The north side of the city overlooked a 
reedy swamp and was not invested like the other three sides. After the siege had 
been carried on some time, lian Kuo-ming, a rebel chief, stole into the city from the 
north, and rescued Li Wan-cheng, who, being unable to ride, was carried out 
through the north gate, where he was received by a party of i-ebels and carried off 
to the Hni-hsien hills. He was pursued thither by the imperialists under Oencral 
Yang Fang, and in a battle that ensued he was defeated and two thousand of his 
soldiers slain. On this, seeing no mean:) of escape, he burnt himself to death. 

Yang Fang subsequently blew up the south-western wall of Hua with gun- 
powder and through an enormous breach that was made, stormed and cai)tured the 
city. Twenty thousand iuhabitanto of the city, many of them innocent of rebellion, 
were put to the sword by the imperialists, and Nin Liang-shen, Su An-kuo and other 
chiefs were made prisoners and sent to Peking. 

The following year Yang Fang defeated a White Lotus army in Shensi, and 
captured their chief, Tam Kuei, on which his followers disijersed. 

That was the last time the White Lotus Society was in open rebellion, unless, 
which is not unlikely, the Nien Fei, who rose in the north in the time of the Tai-ping 
rebellion, were largely recruited from it. But the society is not extinct. It is said to 
survive in the north under the name of the Tsai Li Society, and those who join it are 
said to be sworn to abstain from wine, opium and tobacco. Unt even under this 
innocent guise it is greatly dreaded by the otficials. 

For many years a secret society known as the Ko Lao Uni has been known to 
cxisty and, although little a))])ear8 to be known of its organixution and aim, it is 
undoubtedly inimio\l to the foreign reigning dynasty. In conseiiuence of the 
members osing their secret i)ower for evil purposes, the government has interdicted 
it under heavy penalties. 

In ]88G^ three tickeU of membership in this society were found on a 
man arrested in Shanghai, for attempting to extort money from shopkeeix^rs, 
Mr. Playfair, the English Consul in Shanghai, who sat as an Assessor at the trial, 
obtained one of the tickets ; and gave a facsimile of the face of it, with a transla- 
tion of the characters on it, in the China Review for September-October of that 
year. The ticket, like those of the Triad Society, was of cloth ; but in other 
respects there does not seem to be any i*escmblance between the tickets of the two 
societies. 

In 1891 this society became notorious in consequence of the part its members 
were supposed to have taken in the outbreaks, especially those against foreign 
miasionaries, in the Yang-tsze valley. Some alarm was created, too, by the strange 
conduct of Mr. Mason, an employee in the Chinese Customs* service at Ohinkiang, 
who was detected in an attempt to smuggle a large quantity of arms and ammuni- 
tion, and some dynamite that he purchased in Hongkong, into Cliinkiang. He also 
engaged half a dozen foraigners, to act as leaders of the Chinese in his insane 
insurrectionary scheme. When the discovery was made, he was at once suspected 
by some, especially the Chinese otllcials, of being a member of the ditiadcd Kolao 
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iSociety nnd of planning to ovcitlirow the dynasty ; and be appears by bis snbsc- 
c|nent bebavionr to have dosiiXHl to Ix) looked on in that h'p^ht. Bnt, if he really held 
the wild notions inipnted U> him, ho npfx^ars fio have a(*f.od in the lx«t way possible 
to fmstrste any rcvolntionnry movements of himself or his associates. For his part 
in the brilliantly conceived scheme he was tried in Shanghai, and sentenced to nine 
months* imprisonment and banishment from there and the other foreign settlements 
in China. The worst of the affair was that his servants, and other Chinese con- 
nected in their labours with him, were suspected of being members of the organisa- 
tion and tortured again and again in the most barl)arous manner to try and compel 
them to divulge the names of their, supposed confederates. While under torture, 
these men made statements incriminating a wealthy Chinese gentleman named Li 
Hung, also known as Li Hsieii-man, which subsequent information and events tended 
to confirm. 

At this jieriod the Head Centre of the society was one Kuang Shih-ming, but 
Li flung was, in conscfjuence of his opulence, scarcely less powerful than his chief. 
Moreover he had a real wrong to avenge. His father, Li ChHing-shou, was at one 
time a prince under the Taiping emperor, but before the final overthrow of him who 
had exalted him, he deserted and turned his arms against his former comrades. For 
the good work he did in the Tsing cause he was rewarded and the name of the 
Perfectly Faithful was conferred on him. But he must still have been looked on as 
dangerous in some way, for about ten years ago, for some reason or other, he was 
executed, in Anhui. It was to obtain revenge for his father's ignominious death 
that Li Hung joined the society ; and, if the information obtained by the Chinese 
officials is correct, it was he who supplied Mason with funds to purchase arms. He 
is said to have conveyed sixty thousand taels of silver from his home in Anhui to 
Chinkiang for that purpose, and to have delivered half of the amount to Mason. lA 
Hung was captured by the authorities in 1892, and in 1898, while still detained in 
prison he committed suicide, and his wife, concubine, and a slave girl followed his 
example and put an end to their lives at the same time. Subsequently Ku'ang 
iShih-ming, who had also been captured, was executed and his head and the head of 
Li Hung were exhibited to the public gase. A few days later an Elder of the 
society, an ex-Captain in the army, named Wan Sung-ting, and five or six others 
connected with the society, and with the Mason fiasc^o, were executed. Soon after the 
Mason affair, there was a strong ill feeling shown towards foreigners in the Yang-tse 
Valley, which led up to murders and other outrages being perpetrated upon them. 
Those responsible for these outrages nnd destruction of foreign property, which were 
connived at, if not prompted by Chinese officials and scholars, have found it very 
convenient to attribute all the mischief done by incited mobs to the Kolao Society 
lK)gey, which, they say, seeks to involve China in a war with foreigners, in order that 
it may work out its own rebellious schemes. 

In 1892, four Kolao Society members were captured in the Liling Hsien, on 
tlie borders of Kiangsi and Hunan provinces. Two were put to death and the 
others imprisoned to await trial. On this, about a thousand memf)ers of the society 
rose, liberated their companions and bore them away. They were chased by the local 
militia and several encounters with loss of life, in some of which the rebels were 
victorious, took pliice. The members liuding themselves in actual rebellion and not 
having any notion of republicanism, set up a king and princes and made a stand in 
the mountains, from which they made occasional inoursions into neightx>uriog tomm 
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and oaptnred governmciib officials, liatcr on, howevm*, in their Ki'st sorions cnpfago- 
nient with trainocl troopo, thoy wcro tlcroatotl uiut Honio of their lavtora eaptnml. 
The romiiantB of this insurrectionary party afterwanis succeeded in establishing; 
themselves in the Wn-knng mountains ; but not in sufficient numbers at the time to 
eanse apprehension to the government. According to latast information, however, 
the number of insurgents in the Liling Hsien had increased to four thousand, and 
these in Jnne 1898, had caused such an alarm at Ichang that many of the well-to-do 
people were leaving there. There are said to be emissaries from the insurgents sent 
all over the conntry calling upon the society to revenge the deaths of their chiefs, 
nearly fifteen of whom have already suffered at the hands of the governments of the 
Tiiang Kiang and Hu-kwang alone. At the pi*escnt time the provinces of Hunan, 
Hupeh, and Szeohuan are reported to be the hot-bed of the society. 

TUR TRIAD 80CJIKTY IX CHINA. 

It has been su[>po6ed by some foraigners well vci-sed in Chinese alTairs that 
the Triad Society is only a continuation of the White Lotus Society under another 
name, after it had been interdicted by law. The two organimtions, however, arc 
quite distinct, although it is not unlikely tliat the former borrowed and adopted 
many of the ceremonies of the latter. Moreover they are known to have existed and 
acted, independently of each other, against the government, at one and the same 
time. There had been a Triad Society rebellion in Kormosti in 1787, or seven years 
before the great White Lotus Society i*cbellion in Western China broke out ; and 
the historical account of it distinctly states that the society had existed several tens 

\ ,t)f years before that time. Accoi*ding to the most common of the records of the 
I society it was established in A.D. 1G74, in the 13th year of the Emperor Kanghi*s 

: t] reign, hut other records place it sixty years later in the reign of Yung Ching. 

In 1648, while Wu San-knei was in command of the Chinese forces engaged 
in fighting the Manchu invaders on the northern frontier, he I'eceived tidings of the 
capture of Peking by the xmM chief Li Tzu-ch'eng, and the suicide of the £mperor 
Tsing Cheng. Instead of, like many others who held high positions, tendering his 
submission to the Chinese usurper, he invoked Tientsung, the Manchu' chief he was 
fighting against, to assist in expelling the ixibel from Peking, and asserting the cause 
of the rightful claimant to the throne, or as some aver, of dividing the empire Ix)- 
tween himself and the Manchus. Whatever the comjiact may have l)een, it was 
entered into with alacrity by Tientsung, and the combined forces inarched on and 
captured Peking. Once there, the Manchus showed they intended to remain. Their 
chief assumed the style of emperor and gave the name of Ta Tsing or Great Pure, 
to the dynasty he had founded. Wu San-kuei having assisted in suppressing opposi- 
tion to the new dynasty, received to title of Prince Pacificator of the West and was 
made Viceroy or Feudatory Prince of Yiinnan and Szechuan. After having extend- 
ed bis power in Western China and across the Burmese frontier, he evinced a design 
of setting up as an independent sovereign. With this object in view he stirred up 
rebellion in Kwangtnng and Fukien, and in 1674 threw off his allegiance to the 
Manchu emperor. This is the year from which the members of the Triad Society 
dates its origin. They make no mention, however, of Wu 9an-kuei or any other 
leaders in this rebellion, which after temporary success turned out so disastrously, 
four years later, for those engaged in it. 
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According to the Triad story, a band of militant monks, belonging to the 
Shaolin monastery, in the Fokien province, rendered good service to the Emperor 
Kanghi in defeating an invading army of the Silu state, against whom his regular 
soldiers had been nnsaccessful. He rewarded them at first, but afterwards, at the 
instigation of two ministers, had Che monastery surrounded by troops and set on fire, 
at night, when the monks were asleep. Only five, now styled the five Patriarchs of 
the Society, escaped, the others, numbering one hundred and twenty-ei^ht, were 
killed or burnt to death. After many hardships the Rve that escaped met Ch'en 
Chin-nan, a discarded minister of state, and then a student of Taoism and all the 
occult sciences connected with it. He received them kindly, inflamed their desire for 
revenge and proposed the establishment of the Tien-ti-hui, Heaven and Earth Asso- 
ciation, or ffu7ig^ Deluge, Family, for the Triad Society was started with both de- 
signations, as a means of obtaining it. 

iSome non-members assert that the society was not established till 1741), in the 
reign of Kienlung ; but all agree that it owed its origin to an infamous net of perfidy, 
in the burning of Shaolin Monastery, and the massacre of most of its inmates after- 
they had done good service to the Manchu cause. 

It is evident by the mystic jargon with which the ritual is crammed, that 
Gh'cn Chin-nan or some other Taoist had a hand in its composition. The founder 
of the Ming Dynasty was brought up in a monastery amongst monks who, according 
to tradition, foretold his future greatness. It is no wonder, therefore, that the five 
monks who so miraculously escaped the fate decreed by the, to them, barbarian 
usurper, should show their utmost zeal in a cause which sought to overthrow their 
oppressor and re-establish the rule of the glorious priest-predicted dynasty. That the 
Bndhist monks had a share in composing the ritual, is shown by the prominent 
positions that Buddha, his eighteen disciples, the Three Precious Ones, Rwen-yin 
and the Queen of Heaven occupy in it. The part the Triad Society performed 
during Wu San-kuei*s struggle to wrest the empire from* the Manchus, may have 
seemed important and memorable to its members and yet appeared unimportant and 
unworthy of record to others who watched or took part in the great conflict that so 
seriously threatened to overthrow the Manchu power. 

AuA it may be, when the brotherhood recollected the share Wu San-kuci had 
taken in establishing a foreign dynasty and hunting down the Ming Princes who at- 
tempted to regain the empire of their forefathers, they did not enter very ZiCalonsly 
into his cause. They had, no doubt, heard of his capture of Prince Kuei who at- 
tempted to continue the Ming Dynasty, under the style of Yungli, and his son, on 
the borders of Burmah, thirteen years before. It is related that he then appeared, 
trembling, before the captive, his former prince, who requested to be sent bock to 
Peking that he might die there and be buried with his ancestors. Wu San-kuci 
promised compliance with the request, but his bannermen threw him into a state of 
disiiuictude by shouting ' Long live our emperor,' and remarking to each other, 
' This is our true ruler,* when they saw Prince Kuei pass out. He consequently 
hurried the Prince into his chariot and took him out to be strangled with bow- 
strings. The young prince, who was then twelve years old and knew of his impend- 
ing fate, fearlessly addressed Wu San-kuei thus, ' You black rebel, in what way has 
our house insulted you or my fatln^r been your enemy that you have brought ns to 
this?' After he had been strangled, Wu San-kuei burnt the body of Prince Kuei 
apd (distributed the ashes among his generals. He also put to death a number of 
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bannermen whom he sospected of sympathizing with the fallen prince. This was 
not the kind of man the Hung Family were likely to assist. Besides they fonnd a 
scion of the Ghu house, or Ming Dynasty, and set him up as their niler, and while 
Wu San-kuei carried on the war in Fukien and Kwangtung, they fought for the Ming 
cause, with some success at first, in Hukwang. They were however finally defeated 
and dispersed, and their prince disappeared as suddenly and mysteriously as ho came. 

The first Triad rebellion recorded in history appeara to be that which broke 
out in Formosa in 1787. At this period Lin Shuang-wan was the head of a powerful 
clan, which dwelt at Tali in Ghanghua, a rugged and almost inaccessible part of the 
island. For a great number of years the people of the district had been joined in 
Triad Society membership, without having been molested by the local oflicials. But 
on intelligence of the unlawful society reaching the ears of General Gh'ai Ta-chi, 
he despatched a district-magistrate with three hundred soldiers to capture Lin 
Shuang-wan. This detachment was defeated by the country people and the magis- 
trate captured and burnt. Soon after, at the instigation of Lin, tlie people assembled 
in arms, and one night attacked and routed a military camp and killed the officer in 
command. They afterwards proceeded to other parts and slew more officero. It 
happened about this time, that Chwang Ta-tien, a bandit chief, defeated and slew the 
magistrate of the Fungshan district. And he and another Triad chief named Yeh 
Sheng joined Lin. General Gh*ai withdrew his army to a strongly-entrenched 
stockade at the town of Gha-lo, subsequently named Ghia-i. There the Triad army 
attacked him, but it was defeated with the loss of a thousand lives. Lin then 
changed his tactics. He laid siege to the place, and surrounded it so closely, that 
the imperialists hod no means of obtaining provisions, except when in an occasional 
sortie they captured some of the enemy's. In this plight General Gh^ai petitioned 
for re-inforcements, which after some months* delay, were supplied from Fokien 
under Admiral Huang and General Fuh. On their arrival the siege was raised and 
the Triads retii'ed, followed by General Fuh, towards Tali. There they made another 
effort, but in their march to attack the enemy, fell into an ambush and wore routed. 
Lin Shuang-wan subsequently settled with his family amongst the Formosau savages 
and Ghwang Ta-tien was captured by the imperialists. Yeh Sheng .was killed in 
battle early in the war. After his death, his widow sur named Ch^en, who was then 
twenty-seven years of age, assumed the command of his followers. This woman's 
name still survives in the annals of the country as an Amazon of the first rank in all 
except appearance. She possessed an exceedingly beautiful face and graceful person. 
Yet she wielded the sword with wonderful dexterity and shot with unerring aim with 
bow and musket. She was daring in war and, when her alluring arts failed, fierce in 
love. Not satisfied with the youthful lovers her camp supplied, wheu the imperialist 
officer Kan Jni-lnng fell a prisoner into her hands, she made advances to him. But, 
strange to say, this nnsoldier-like soldier scorned her amorous proposals, and chid 
her for her lascivious conduct. But he suffered for his temerity. She sliced up his 
body and pickled his head in a jar of filth, as a terrible warning to other coy gentle- 
men. After the final route of the Triads in Formosa, this notorious virago, who so 
disregarded the Triad precepts, escaped with some of her followera to the Kwang- 
tung Province, where she was subsequently captured and put to death. 

In 1814 a Triad chief, named Ghung Ti-kang, was captured in the Ghung-i 
district of f^iangsi for stirring up rebellion and put to death. At the same period 
ITu Ping-yao and seventeen others, members of i\ branch of the Triad Society called 
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the Puro Water Society, were caught and executed for settiug up Gha Hao-Ii as a 
pretender of the Ming Dynasty. 

In 1817 thousands of persons were arrested and many of them executed in 
Canton for being members of the Triad Society. The Society continued to give 
great trouble to the Canton authorities until 1827 when a party of them, in arms, 
was defeated in the Meiling pass. About this time there were so many members of 
the society in Kiangsi that they terrorized over the officials and interfered in the 
administration of justice. 

In 1882, a tribe of Yao savages in the hills of Kwangtnng, Kwangsi and 
Hunan, under their chief Chao Chin-lung, rose in rebellion against the Chinese. This 
rebellion is said to have been caused by the Triad Society people in that region 
constantly carrying off the cattle and crops of the savages. The Government troops 
sent to suppress this rising first directed their arms against the Triad members and 
two thousand of them were slain. The Triads, finding themselves between the 
savages and the (rovernmcnt troops, elected to take part with the former against the 
latter. During the few months this rebellion lasted, the Government troops were on 
several ocoisions defeated with heavy loss of life. The savages frequently displayed 
great strategic cunning, in this war^ One dark night they tied lights to the horns 
of goats and sheep and turned them loose on the mountains, and while the imperialists 
were ocenpiod in firing on and attacking this strange enemy, the savages defiled to 
their rear and defeated them with great slaughter. Finally money prevailed where 
the troops were powerless, and the savages were bribed to retire in peace to their 
mountains. The Triads, being thus left to their own resources and the tender mercy 
of the imperialists, were captured and executed in large numbers. And when the 
butchery ceased, the Chinese Generals returned to receive rewards for victories won 
where no battles were ever fought. 

Although these instances are neither important nor interesting, they tend to 
show how widespread the Society had become. ^By 1882 it had made its influence 
alarmingly felt from Formosa to Hunan and from I^iangsi to Kwangtnng and 
Kwangsi, and it had made Fokien a perfect hotbed of sedition. For a number of 
yeai*s fl|)ccial penal laws had been enacted and enforced against it, without elTect. 
Nor was it a source of anxiety to Chinese officials only. Chinese emigrants had carried 
the principles of the Society with them from Fokien and Kwangtnng to the 
English and Dutch settlements in the Malay Archipelago, to Siam, and to India. 
In these places many murders and robberies were attributed to the mysterious 
brotherhood, against which the officials were almost powerless, and thousands joined 
it through fear and for protection, who would never have done so from principle. 

In 1850 the Triads were in rebellion in various parts of Kwang-tung and 
Kwang-si, and helped, although it may have been unintentionally, to give shape and 
impetus to the Tai-ping rebellion, as it rolled along its course from the sterile liills 
of Kwang-si to the fertile plains of Central China, where it was finally stopped from 
overthrowing the Manchu power, by the interposition of England and France. 

Hung Hsiu-ch*uan, the Emperor Tai-ping of the Tien Kuo or Celestial dy- 
nasty, was a remarkable man. He was the son of a small Hakka farmer, and was 
born in the Una district, about thirty miles from Cantou, in the year 1818. While 
his two elder brothers assisted their father on the farmy he devoced his time to study, 
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for which he developed an extraordinary capacity. He soon became the pride of his 
family, and he was extolled thYoughont the neighbourhood for his abilities In China, 
literary talent leads to official employment and promotion ; his family thercfoi-o ex- 
pected great things from him. But notwithstanding he had proved himself very 
able in the local examinations, he was unsuccessful in the provincial examination for 
the Sin-tsai or B. A. Degree. It is said that while he was in Oanton to attend an 
examination, when twenty-three years old, he inquired of a fortune-teller, that he 
saw in a crowd, whether he would be successful, and the reply was *' you will attain 
the highest rank, so you must not grieve at present failure, for it will make you sick. 
I congratulate your virtuous father.*' He failed again. But on this occasion a dis- 
tributor of Christian books gave him a set of nine volumes, entitled *' Good Words 
for Exhorting the Age,** written in Chinese by Liang Ah Fah, a conveit of the 
Rev. Dr. Hilne. These he took home and put away in his bookcase without reading. 
The following year he attended the examination again and really passed well, but 
his name was removed from a high position in the list to a lower one. He was 
plucked again. Grief and chagrin at this treatment brought on illness, and he was 
carried home. During this illness, while his brain was affected by ovei-study, he is 
said to have seen the visions, in which he already seemed an emperor, that made a 
fanatic of him and goaded him on in his subsequent career. In a few years he had 
almost recovered, but meanwhile a great change had come over him. He had grown 
tall with an imposing and attractive, though rather uncanny, demeanour. To earn 
a livelihood he taught a school and told fortunes. He again attended an examina- 
tion at Canton, and failing to pass, he returned to teach the family of his cousin Li. 
This cousin borrowed and read his Christian books and induced him to read them 
likewise. Amongst other matter they contained whole chapters of the bible, and 
Hung Hsiu-ch'iian imagined he saw in these a key to his former visions. Like Li he 
was fascinated with the books and both resolved to be Christians, and learning from 
them that it was necessary to be baptized, they performed that rite themselves. They 
afterwards b^;an to make converts and formed a society which has been ever since 
called the Shang-ti-hui, or the Society of God. Afterwards, when the Society had 
been driven into rebellion, the imperialists spoke of it as the San-tien Society, 
which is one of the designations of the Triad Society, and the Tien Ting, Increasing 
Members' Society. 

In 1844, Hung Hsiu-ch'iian and a friend, named Fnng Tnn-san, set ont as 
missionaries. After making some converts in Kwangsi, Hung returned to his home. 
Two years later, he went, in answer to an invitation, to study Christianity in Canton, 
under the Rev. J. P. Roberts, but he left there without being baptized. The follow- 
ing year he returned to Kwangsi and found the society had greatly increased and 
that several persons of influence had joined it. He went on propagating Christianity 
as he had learnt it, and at the same time he inculcated a hatred of the Manchu race. 
At this period he and Fung Ynn-san were distinguished, and brought the wrath of 
those not of their society down on themselves, by their zeal as idol breakers. In 
1848 both returned home, but they went back to Kwang-si the following year. At 
this |)criod the society numbered two or three thousand members, and amongst their 
preachei-s, Yang Ilsiu-ching had already become remarkable for his fits of ecstasy, 
during which he pretended to foretell future events. In those days the use of 
tobacco, opium and spirituous liquors were strictly prohibited amongst the members. 
In 1850, Hung Hsiu-ch'iian sent home for his near relatives, the reason he assigned 
for this was that God had revealed to him that that whs to be a year of pestilence 
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and calamities, except to those who remaiucd steadfast in their faith. It happened 
that a pestilential disease did break ont in Kwang-si, and a great many joined the 
Ood-worshippcrs to avoid it. A nntnber of TIakkas, many of them Triad Society 
men who had been robbers, who were defeated in a civil war with the Puntis, joined 
them this years. 

Ilung Hsiu-ch^iian saw trouble brewing in this and prepared to meet it. The 
Magistrate was bribed to pnt one of his followers in prison on a false charge, and he 
died there. Soon after some Puntis seized a Ood-worshipper's buffalo. The God- 
worshippers were nearly all Hakkas, and, these taking the part of their compatriots, 
fighting broke out between them and the Puntis, who notwithstanding they were 
assisted by soldiers, were frequently defeated by their brave and hardy enemies. 
The Ood-worshippcrs were next accused of interfering with the religious worship of 
others, harbouring outlaws, and secretly fostering rebellious intentions against the 
government. Hung Hsiu-chMian and Fung Yunsan fled with a few adherents and 
concealed themselves in a place surrounded, except that there was one narrow 
passage, by high mountains. The mandarins, however, discovered their place of 
retreat, but, being afraid to attack them, only posted soldiers to watch the passage 
and prevent their escape. While the little party of Ood-worshippcrs were in this 
dangerous predicament, Yang Hsiu-ching, in one of his prophetic spells, revealed 
to their brethren their danger, and a band of these hastened to the scene, drove away 
the soldiers and rescued them. 

In this critical state of affairs, Hung Hsiu-ch'iian called on all his followers to 
to sell their fields and houses and assemble with all their moveable propeity at a 
place that he appointed. The brave Hakkas ware so confident that their chief was 
appointed by Heaven to rule over them, that, at a great sacrifice to many, they 
obeyed his call without a murmur. Old and young of both sexes, rich and jxior, 
responded to his summons. This first active hostility was shown in the capture of 
the large village of Tung Hsiang to avenge the murder of Gh'an Kwei, an influential 
man who had promised to join him. At this place Hung Ta-ch'iian, a clever and 
daring youth from Hunan, joined the rebel cause. He appears to have been the 
first of the insurrectionary party to arrogate to himself the title of king. In the first 
proclamations of the party he pnt himself forward, under the surname of Ghn, as a 
scion of the Hing Dynasty, and took the style of Tien-teh, Heavenly Virtue, for his 
reign. His plans however appear to have clashed with those of some other leaders 
and he was captured by the imperialists at Yung-an, a year or two later, and sent 
to Peking. Yang Hsin-ching, one of the most ambitious of the rebels, has been 
accused of treacherously promoting, and conniving at his capture. At Tung Hsiang 
two female rebels of distinguished valour joined Hung Hsiu-ch'iian with two thousand 
followers each. About the same period, several Triad leaders, already in arms, sent 
tribute to him and expressed a desire to joint his cause. He sent men to them to 
impart a knowledge of his religion, but when they subsequently saw the strict dis- 
cipline maintained amongst his followers, all, except LoTa-kang, withdrew and joined 
the imperialisms to fight against him. LoTa-kang admired the discipline and joined 
him with all his followers. This man, who had previously been employed on an 
opium-receiving ship at Lintin, was subsequently promoted to the important post of 
Commander-in-chief of the Taiping forces at Chinkiang. Both Ghinese and for- 
eigners in their writings have stated that Hung Hsiu-ch'iian was a Triad Society 
leader, and some have called the Taiping BebelUon a Triad BebeUiou. Bnt tbis ii 
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entirely wrong ; the probabilities are that he himself was never a member of the 
Triad Society, bnt he undoubtedly derived whatever assistance he could from it. At 
the commencement of the Taiping outbreak, Hung llsiu-ch'uan and his immediate 
followers spoke of their intention to restore the Ming Dynasty, and it was rumoured 
that these rebels marched under a miraculous banner, which a minister of the last 
emperor of that dynasty had concealed with the prediction that he who unfurled it in 
the midst of an army, would ascend the throne of China. Moreover the Taipings, 
in following the example of the Triads and adopting the Ming or Chinese style of 
dress and hairdressing instead of the Manchu style, which had been forced on the 
teeming millions of the empire by their conquerors, lent some colour to the sup- 
position that they were Triads. But on the other hand it is alleged, and apparently 
with truth, that Hung Hsin-ch'uan only received such Triad men as were willing to 
give up their society and follow the teachings of his sect. The Taipings showed also 
by their destruction of idols and Buddhist temples, whenever they came across them, 
they were not Triad men, for Triadism is nothing without Buddhism. Nearly all 
the religion 'there is about it, and there is a great deal in their ritual, is Buddhist. 
Ilegarding these matters. Hung Hsiu-chM'ian said :—' Though I never entered the 
Triad Society, I have often heard it said that their object is to subvert the Tsing 
and restore the Ming Dynasty. Such an aim was very proper in the time of Kanghi, 
when this society was first formed, but now, after the lapse of two hundred years, we 
may still speak of subverting the Tsing, but we cannot properly speak of restoring 
the Ming. At all events when our native mountains and rivers are recovered, a 
new dynasty must be established. How could we at present arouse the energies of 
men by speaking of restoring the Ming Dynasty? There are several evil practices 
connected with the Triad Society which I detest. If any new member enter the 
society, he must worship the devil and utter thirty-six oaths ; a sword is placed upon 
his neck ; and he is forced to contribute money for the use of the society. Their 
real object has now become very meaii and unworthy. If we preach the true 
doctrine and rely upon the )x>werful help of God, a few of us will equal a multitude 
of others. I do not think Sun Pin, Wu Ki, Hung Ming and others famous in history 
deserve much esteem for their military skill and tactics ; how much less these bands 
of the Triad Society. 

In 1851, Hung Hsiu-ch'uan captured and occupied Yung-an, and there he 
was declared the Emperor of the Taiping Tien Kuo dynasty. At this time his object 
appears to have been to overthrow the ruling dynasty and in its stead establish one 
under which Qod was to be worahipped in accordance with the teaching of the Pro- 
testant religion, so far as he had acquired a knowledge of it from the Christian books 
in bis possession and the instruction of the Rev. J. Roberts. That missionaries 
expected great things from the revolution is undeniable. How he nearly succeeded 
in conquering the Manchus and gaining the empire, and how the prize for which 
he contended was wrested from his grasp by our countrymen at the prompting of an 
interested few, are matters of history. The short-sighted policy of that unjustifiable 
interference, by which the march of civilization in China has been so long delayed, 
is a matter of regret for the people of to-day. In the early days of the rebellion into 
which Hung Hsiu-ch'uan was driven, l)ecnusc of his religion, the mandarins saw 
little to fear in the obscure Hakka ; but when, in a very short time, they saw him 
with his band of men, women and boys, all fighting like heroes in what they believed 
was the cause of their Ood and their religion, the highest mandarins and greatest 
generals of the land stood aghast and allowed them to pass on their victorious march 
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to Nankin. But the capricioas fates bad decreed that those who fought so bravely 
for their liberty and religion should be defeated by British men and guns, directed 
by one who was almost as great a fiin^itic as Hung Hsiu-eh*u\n, and who, had he 
been boru and educated as Hung Hsiii-ch*uan was, might well have inspii'cd the 
same enthusiasm in his followers and with his infinitely superior military genius 
delivered China from the Manchu yoke. 

While the Taipings were fighting the Manchu power from Kwangsi to Nanking, 
the Triads rose in other parts of the erapii-e. About 1849 Ch'en Ch*ing-cheu, a 
Singapore Chinaman employed in a foreign firm in Amoy, established in that city 
a branch of the Triad Society to which he gave the name of the Dagger Society. 
Before long several thousands joined it. In 1851, information of this reached the 
Provincial Government* and a Tao-tai was sent to Amoy to investigate into the 
character of the society and suppress it. Ch'en Ch'ing-itlieu was arrested and sub- 
jected to horrible torture to induce him to confess. In consc<|uence of his being 
British born, the English Consul interi)osed and demanded his rendition. The 
Chinese authorities lied as to where the prisoner was detained and, before the Consul 
discovered his whereabouts, ho was tortured to death and placed, dressed in his usual 
manner, in a sedan chair and loft at his master*s door. The leadership of the society 
was then taken up by an cnergfetic character named Huang Wei. This man used 
his power as the leiuler to screen from the Chinese authorities a wealthy man named 
Huang Tc-mci from whom they had already squecixxi an immense sum of money. 
Huang Te-mei then joined the Society. In 1853 a fuither attempt was made to 
extort money from him, in consequence of which Huang Wei with two thousand 
followers rose in arms to see his fricMul righted. Many of the lenders in this insur- 
rection were Singapore Chinamen. Having captured two small towns and augmen- 
ted their forces to eight thousand, they marched on Amoy and captured it. Huang 
Wei then issued a proclamation infonnin<r the inhabitants that he was the Comman- 
der-in-chief of the Ming forces in the Fokien province. The insurgents held this 
city several months against a vastly su|)crior force, and during the whole period, for- 
eioners went about in the city at all hours unmolested. According to the historian 
of this war, the fighting, that was daily carried on while the Triads held the city, 
was conducted by both sides on the most humane principles and with a proper regard 
for life, but as they hail to burn a large quantity of jjowdcr to keej) up theap|)ear- 
ance of war, notwithstanding all the precautions taken to keep out of range of each 
other's fire, some accidents occun*ed. Still there was no meanness practised. Not 
even those who had seen or heard how the barbarian English fought their countrymeu 
a dozen years before, were prepared to resort to such unfair methods of gaining an ad- 
vantage as sudden sallies, or night attacks, or similar novelties in warfare. They 
fought only during the day and ceased fighting at meal hours I And, as neither party 
feared nor dreamt uf such baseness as a night attack, both sides sle()t undisturbed and 
rose each morning refreshed for the day*s battle. But even this kind of fighting could 
not go on for ever, for food and ammunition cost money, and as the Imperialists had 
the largest supplies, the Triads had at lest to yield up the city. So, after having 
armnged with the besiegers to have a safe way of escape left, they one morning 
evacuated the city and sailed off in junks followed by the junks of the Imperialists, 
who fired a few shots perhaps as a salute, which the Traids returned. The serious 
business of the war, and that most congenial to the Chinese soldier, began after the 
Triads left. Then the Imperialists entered the city, wantonly destroyed property 
and massacred the defenceless people wholesale. Males, many of them not over 
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twelve years of age, were decapitated by batcbery at first, and this being found too 
slow a way of murdering them, tboy wore tied together and drowned. After a day 
of this atrocious work the English Oousul, who had previously bogged them, with- 
out effect, to desist, took the responsibility of commanding them to do so. And as 
he was backed by two men-of-war, he was listened to so far that the butchery was no 
longer carried on near foreign houses or shipping. But it was carried on in another 
part of the city two days longer, during which two thousand or mora heads were cut 
off. 

Shanghai city was captured by Cantonese and Fukienese Triad men during the 
same year in which Amoy was taken. The officials had for some time apprehended 
danger from the large number of persons suspected of sympathy with the Taipings, 
in those provinces. At daylight, on the day of the annual sacrifice to Confucius, six 
hundred Triads, who had secreted themselves near the North gate, rushed into the 
city, so soon as the gate was open, and marched, without opposition, straight to the 
official residence of the Magistrate. They called on him to give up his great seal of 
office, and on his refusing, thoy rushed on him with their swoixls and killed him. 
This was the only life taken in the captui-e of the city. The Canton men, led by a 
man surnamed Lid, and the Fukien men led by a man named Ah Ling, all wearing 
red turbans from which they were called the Red-head Bebels, then proceeded to the 
Tao-tai's Yamen. There a fire of cannons and muskets was kept up for a time, but, 
as there was no person killed, it is supposed no shot was used and that the whole 
affair was for effect. The Tao-tai finally surrendered, and gave up his seal to Lid. 
As soon as it'was known the city was taken, the insurrectionary force was augmented 
by several thousands ; and not only by men from Kwaugtung and Fukien, but also 
by men from Shanghai and Ningpo. These united in sacking the city and collecting 
a large quantity of treasure, the division of which gave rise to a quarrel between the 
leaders. The quarrel was increased by Liu trying, against the wishes of Ah Ling, 
to spare the life of the Tao-tai. While the dispute was going on, two foreigners 
persuaded the Tao-tai to disguise himself, and they conducted him over the city 
walls to a ))lace of safety in the Foreign Settlement. 

The rescued Tao-tai soon raised a force with the object of recapturing the city. 
The soldiers of this force, on their first attack, approached the city walls shouting 
* Don't fire, don't fire,' and after a short parley, the rebels grounded their spears and 
pulled a great number of them up the walls, to join their cause. The Imperialists 
attacked the city at intervals for several months and were always repulsed. The 
most effective weapon appears to have been the pung-dotig^ a bamboo about five 
inches in diameter and ten feet long, with the joints removed. One end of the tube 
was made solid, and the whole was strengthened with rattan and iron hoops. This 
weapon was charged with alternate layers of two quarts of the ingredients used in 
stinkpots, and a less quantity of dry gunpowder. A fuse, after igniting the upper 
charge of gunpowder, which ejected a large quantity of the terrible liquid fire on the 
enemy below the wall, burnt on to another charge of gunpowder to eject another 
torrent of the dreaded fire. And so it went on until the tube was empty. 

Most of what is narratod here about the Shanghai rebellion is taken from an 
interesting account of the siege given in a lecture some years ago, by the Rev. Dr. 
M.T. Yates, who witnessed altogether sixty-eight Imperialist attacks, most of them 
made under shelter of the Mission premises under his charge and a grove of large trees 
near. Referring to these attacks, he says—* There were none of them however very 
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/to skulk behind graves ; or they woald carry a handle of straw hehind which they 
woald fight. They would run from grave to grave so as to flank the enemy and try to 
get a shot ; all the time however being under cover. I never saw the long spear and 
(bannermen come near enough to do each other harm. On one occasion I saw two 
bannermen stand behind grave mounds, some twenty yards apart. After some 
conversation, they rushed towards each other, but when near enough to use their 
spears, these weapons were seen vertically in the air, and the men {^rushed into each 
other's arms, exchanged banners, and ran at the top of their speed in opposite 
directions, each doubtless receiving the reward for capturing the banner of a foe, 
which was twenty taels I 

' On another occasion I saw a rebel with a spear chasing around a grave mound 
an Imperialist with a match-lock in his hand. If the Imperialist had stopped to 
prime his gun and adjust his fuse, the rebel would have speared him. Finally 
however, succeeding in getting all in readiness, he ran to the top of a mound and 
fired, but the shot did not take effect, because as he pointed downwards the bullet 
rolled out of the gun ; for the imperfection of the barrel necessitated the use of a ball 
of lesser diameter than the bore of the gun ; and the general plan of loading was to 
drop the shot into the loose charge of powder. 

* Both rebels and Imperialists were most kind in their treatment of the 
wounded. I saw a wounded rebel pursued by three Imperialists who wanted to get 
his head as a trophy. Two of them speared the man to the ground, to hold him 
still, while the other cut ofiF his head, but before this was accomplished, one of them 
was shot by another rebel, who rushed to the spot in the hope of getting the head of 
the Imperialist ; but in turn he was shot by the two other Imperialists ; so three were 
killed in trying to get one head. It was commonly reported that many poor 
countrymen were beheaded by the Imperial troops simply to gain the reward of 
bravery. And on the other hand many of these soldiers were out ofiF by the 
peasantry when found looting, and buried in their gardens. Individuals on two 
occasions displayed the most foolhardy bravery. A man from a company of Im- 
perialists, who were hiding behind my house, ran out at the corner of my compound, 
in front of the guard station^ at one of the bastions, and spreading out his arms 
insulted them in the vilest manner, and called on them to try and shoot him. They 
fired the cannon and several rounds of musketry before they hit him. When he was 
wounded, the whole force retired to the camp. Large reinforcements of Imperial 
troops arrived from Honan and other places in the interior ; and this brought about 
considerable desertions of Shanghai and Ningpo men from the rebel ranks. The 
Imperialists made frequent attempts at night, to take the city unawares by scaling the 
walls. These attacks were always made near my house, for the reason that the forces 
could approach the wall at that point unseen. Tbey placed numbers of ladders 
against the wall, which were soon crowded with men to the top; but while they 
were hesitating to proceed, the rebels would throw over a bag of powder with a 
lighted fuse attached, which illumined the whole scene, whereupon the attacking 
party would run away. 

' On other occasions they would come in great numbers, and, when near, at a 
given signal the whole army would shout and yell and madly rush about the moat 
on extemporized bridges towards the wall, with ladders in their hands, all in the 
dark, the ofiioers spurring up the lagging ones in the rear with their swords. The 
men would rash up to the top of the wall, but stop there. Bach of these frequent 
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night attacks was followed by a cannonade and firing of masketry. One result of 
these attacks was to alarm the Shanghai and Ningpo men and iDoreaae the number 
of deserters from the rebels.* 

The Imperialists, finding they were nnable to take the city by storm, resolved 
to starve the rebels out. But notwithstanding the besiegers* intrenchmeuts, the 
rebels procured supplies from the Foreign Settlement. This, and a refusal on the 
part of foreigners to sell guns to the Imperialists, emsperated them so much that 
they made offensive demonstrations against the foreign community, and attempted 
to seize the desired guns by force. There was a large force of Imperialists encamp- 
ed on the race-course, and these had so frequently insulted foreigners that the Consuls 
joined in requesting the commander to remove them elsewhere. No reply having 
been given to this and other similar demands, the commander was informed that 
unless he withdrew by a stated time he would be attacked. And no notice being 
taken of this ultimatum, a little force of three hundred foreigners, made up of 
volunteers and English and American marines and blue jackets, marched out to 
attack them. An offer of assistance from the Triads had been declined. This little 
force, after a short exchange of fire, in which one foreigner was severely wounded 
and several Imperialists shot, drove the enemy from the ground and destroyed the 
camps. A fleet of piratical junks that had been taken into the Imperial service was 
to have assisted against the foreigners ; but it was overawed and prevented by the 
guns of the foreign men-of-war. On seeing the defeat of the Imperialists, the 
Triads mshed from the city and destroyed other camps. The next day the 
Imperialists begged forgiveness for what had happened, and the trouble with 
foreigners ended. 

The Triads next became involved with the French over some operations they 
began on the French Ooncession. After an interchange of shot in which some of 
the French were wounded, the French Admiral opened fire on the city from two 
war-ships, and a breach having been made in the wall, he sent two hundred men to the 
attack. These clambered on the walls and formed without opposition, but there 
speedily came a volley from the invisible foe that left thirteen dead and over thirty 
wounded. The others proceeded along the wall to the North gate, which they opened 
to the Imperialists and then retired. A large force of Imperialists soon occupied the 
wall from the West gate, round by the north, to the ESast gate, and it was thought all 
was over with the Triads. The Imperialists were afraid to enter the city, however, 
and a rebel leader with two hundred men rushed at them with a tremendous yell, 
which so overwhelmed them with terror, that, without taking time to run to the gates, 
they jumped off the wall and many were killed and still more wounded by the fall 
or by falling on their spears. Those of the Imperialists who escaped fled to their 
camp and the rebels closed the gate. 

The Imperialists subsequently attempted to undermine the city walls. With 
this object in view they occupied the Ningpo joss-house, about a hundred feet from 
the city walls, and converted it into a battery. Inside this joss-house they sank a 
shaft from which they sought to reach the walls by tunnelling underneath the moat. 
There were a great many coffins stored in the joss-bouse and these were emptied 
and used to support the ground in the mining operations. One day, while empty- 
ing these coffins of their gruesome contents, one was found which, instead of 
human remains, contained ft large quantity of sycee and gold b^rs^ A wealthy maq 
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had gob np a mook faneml in order to depotib his riches in what he considered 
safety. After that find, the emptying of the coffins became interesting. 

Over ten coffin-lined holes were bored below the moat, but the Triads found 
out the direction of each, as it approached the walls, and a few men lowered outside 
the walk at night counteracted the long and ardnous toil of their enemy. 

In their operations against another part of the wall the Imperialists were 
more successful. They one day fired two mines under the little South gate. The 
first explosion brought a crowd of rebels to the defence and the second blew them 
to atoms. On the Imperialist side the Fn-tai Oh'ing was killed by a brick from 
the explosion. This man had anticipated the capture of the city as a result of the 
firing of these mines, and he had issued an order that, on entering it, all who wore 
long hair were to be put to death. As the rebeh had compelled all within the 
walls to let their hair grow, his order would have led to a general massacre of the 
inhabitants. 

A subsequent mine explosion and attempt to storm the city, is very graphi- 
cally described by the Reverend Dr. Tates. ** After waiting a little time, they 
began again to mine at the Ningpo joss-house. This time they worked eastward, 
under a little creek and then turned southward under the city moat. They succeeded 
in reaching the wall, and excavated a space sufficiently large to hold nine coffins 
end to end, which were filled with powder and connected by a train. They had by 
experiment been able to calculate their time, and arranged to explode it just after 
daybreak, when there would be the fewest rebels on the wall co oppose their entrance 
into the city. The train was fired by a joes-stick, a similar one to which was 
lighted at the same time in the Ningpo joss-housOy where a storming party of about 
two thousand men had assembled, having bridges to cross the moat. The mine 
went off a little after daybreak, with a tremendous report and violent concussion. 
My house was greatly shattered, doors and windows being forced in. I rushed to 
the verandah and had a full longitudinal view of the position. Then followed a 
scene which is indescribable. On the walls from the West to the East Gate, there 
was a beating of at least five hundred gongs by the terror-stricken guards. Th^ 
two thousand Imperialists streamed out of their one doqr of exit, raising a war 
shout, and rushing across the extemporized bridges, sought to enter the breach, 
which was about sixty feet wide, the wall being not more than three feet high. 
Before they succeeded in doing so, their way was impeded by a wall of fire, for the 
rebels, expecting this, were prepared with a number of oil jars filled with the 
material of which Ohinese stink-pots are made. These were soon placed in the 
breach and ignited, and in a moment the wall of fire was higher than the city wall ; 
the rebels too, were prepared with ping-dongs from which they poured streams of 
fire into the mass of the Imperialists, who by this time were crowded between the 
moat and the city wall. They also were prepared with ordinary wine jars, filled 
with the same offensive and infiammable material, which they ignited and flung 
from the top of the wall upon the soldiers below. These exploded like shells, and 
spread fire in the very midst of the Imperialists. The burning which followed was 
dreadfuL Hen*s clothing was all ablase, their powder horns exploded at their sides, 
fire was everywhere, and men rushed all ablaze into the moat. During the whole 
. of this, there was the most terrible yelling and shouting and beating of gongs, and 
throwing of bricks off the city wall by those who had no fire weapons. 
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When the combasuble material in the breach was consumed, three Imperialist 
soldiers stepped to the front, in line, with short swords and shields, three rebels 
stepped throuf^h the breach and confronted them in like manner, and while these 
were goinf( through the customary nine evolutions preparatory to the plunge, the 
rebels, who had mustered about two hundred strong, raised the war-whoop and 
rushed through the breach in the wall. The Imperialists fell back $n masse into the 
moat, and scrambled out on the other side, making for the single door of the joss- 
house, the rebels hacking at their rear, and flinging powder-bags into the crowd, 
which ignited under their feet and brought destruction to many. It was some time 
before they could get into their retreat, and the commingling of the SQunds of the 
wounded, the terror-stricken and the victors is indescribable. 

* When the Imperialists got safely inside, they rushed to their guns to bring 
them to bear upon the breach, but the rebels flang stink-pots over the battery, one 
of which fell into the magazine and exploded it, blowing off the roof of the joss- 
house. All the Imperialists not killed or buried beneath the ruins at once fled, by a 
back door, to their battery at the top of the Rue du Oonsulat.' 

The rebels repaired the breach in the wall, and the Imperialists having lost all 
hope of taking the city by storm, once more set about starving oat the defenders. 
With this object in view, they built walls almost surrounding those of the city, and 
thus cut off all supplies. On this the Triads, who consisted almost entirely of Can- 
tonese and Fukienese, decided to abandon the city. And this was not so difficult as 
it seemed, surrounded as they were by enemies, for they found friends in the 
Imperialist camp who agreed to conduct them from the city, in safety. It was 
arranged that Liu and Ah Ling were to meet at night outside the West Gate and 
- there be joined by a guard of Imperialists, who were to conduct them past the camps. 
Ah Ling and his followers missed their way in the dark, but at daybreak t|iey made 
a dash for the Foreign Settlement. Many were caught, however, and beheaded. Ah 
Ling, disguised and carrying a basket and an oil jar, passed though crowds of soldiers 
to a place of safety. Lin*s forces got safely away and, it is supposed, subsequently 
joined the Taipings. On the morning after the Triads* departure, the inhabitants in- 
formed the Imperialists of what had occurred, and they entered and set fire to the city. 
The fire burnt for days .and destroyed a great part of the city. Thas ended a siege 
carried on for a year and a half by soldiers against an undisciplined mob. 

As early as 1850, the Triads were in rebellion in several parts of Ewangtung 
and Ewangsi. Afterwards, when they saw Hung Hsiu-ch'iian and his little army of 
God-worshippers fighting successfully against all the Imperialists sent against them, 
they felt encouraged and broke out in other places in those provinces, so that by 
1854 every district in Kwangtung and a great part of Kwangsi, was in open 
rebellion. In this year the important cities of Shiu-hing-fu, the second in the 
Kwangtung province, Fatshan, Tai-leung, and Tungkun, were captured, and Canton 
was partly invested by the Triads. The Pearl River from Dane*s Island to Creek 
Pagoda was also held and controlled by them. The leaders of the Triad forces 
occupying the neighbourhood of Canton were Ho A Lnk, a native of Shtm-tak, who 
before the outbreak had led a very dissolute life, and Chan Hing-lung, who had been 
a liotorious gambler. Notwithstanding their past lives and want of military training 
these men became powerful chiefs in the attempt to re-establish the Ming Dynasty. 
For this was the avowed object for which they fought, and their flags bore the Triad 
legend ' Rebel against Tsing ; Return to Ming.' They had the good sense^ too, to 
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keep on friendly terms, so far as possible, with foreigners. This trait distingaished 
them from the Imperalists, who, while secaring foreign aid and using foreign flags to 
ensure a safe passage past the Triad forts and fleet, for their jnnks conveying provi- 
sions to the blockaded city of Oanton, knew not how to be civil to those befriending 
them. It was this benevolent foreign neutrality shown to the Imperialists here, and 
much more strikingly afterwards in the north to those fighting the Taipings, that 
saved the empire for the Manchns and plunged it back into the barbarism^ from 
which it seemed about to emerge. Had Canton fallen at this period, the whole south 
of the empire must have fallen with it. 

In November 1854 some rich merchants in Canton fitted out a naval expedition 
against Fatshan. In the battle that ensued the Triads were victorious. They 
captured forty or fifty Imperialist junks and slew a great number of soldiers. They 
also took a great many prisoners, and amongst them an American and an English- 
man who were subsequently released. This mercy was not extended to the Chinese, 
however, for five hundred of those taken were decapitated. At this time the Triad 
fleet numbered seven hundred junks. In January, 1855, a part of this fleet destroyed 
forty-four large Imperialist junks, in an engagement on the Pearl River. 

Foreigners engaged in trade with Canton had for a long time felt the ill effects 
of the rebellion, and seeing no immediate prospect of success for the Triads, they, 
especially the English, who suffered most, began to covertly assist the Imperialists. 
At the same time dissension broke out amongst the Triad chiefs, which led to the 
defeat of Ho A Luk in an engagement at San-chau, near Canton. After the battle 
Ho A Luk escaped with a large part of his army into Kiaugsi, and 8000 others 
passed into Ewangsi and joined the Triad General Lo, who 'was then besieging 
Kuei-lin, the capital of that province with 120,000 men. Towards the end of 1856, 
the Imperialist cause began to brighten and a gloomy period of bloodshed and ruthless 
cruelty arrived, for those who took part, no matter how unwillingly, or were suspected 
of having taken part in the rebellion. As the cities and large villages fell into the 
hands of the Imperialists, men, women, and children were butchered by hundreds 
and thousands. Great numbers were taken to Canton and beheaded. When in 
the course of time the Triads vacated Shiu-hung-fu without fighting, the inhabi- 
tants expected mercy from the Imperialists; but they might as reasonably have 
expected it from starving wolves. They were driven to Canton in parties of five 
hundred ; and as many as ten thousand were confined in that city at one time and 
kept without food for several days. Consequently when the time for a form of 
trial arrived, they showed the utmost callousness to their fate. They knew they 
were foredoomed, and when they were condemned, they got into the executioners* 
baskets with apparent satisfaction. The work of decapitation was carried on at 
the rate of seven or eight hundred a day, until the ten thousand, as well as 
thousands of others from other places, were put to death. Some were skinned 
alive, and others were cut and hacked and made to suffer the terrible " lingering 
death.'* It has been estimated that a million lives of men, women, and ohildrent 
were taken in the Kwangtung province before the vengeance of that cruel tyrant, 
the Viceroy Yeh, was glutted. Vengeance fell swift and sure, on the great Viceroy, 
too, for, having provoked the English to war, he was two years later a prisoner 
in their hands, on his way to India to die there, execrated and underservedly 
stigmatized as a traitor by his own countrymeu, after all the terrible proofs of 
patriotism he had shown. 
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Notwithstanding the strong measures adopted by Yeh and other officiab 
to suppress the Triad rebellion, it continaed to smonlder, with occasional outbursts 
in thQ Kwangtung, Kwangsi, Kiangsi, and Fokien provinces. The occupation 
of Oanton by the English and French, and the march of a Taiping army, under 
General 8hih Ta-kai, from Hunan into Kwangsi, to attempt the capture of 
Ewei-lin, revived the hopes and increased the activity of the Triad party, and in 
J858 there was an army of several thousands of them assembled in the north of 
Kvningtung under Oh'en Chin-kang. This chief contemplated an attack on 
Oanton, and only waited for the departure of the allied forces to put his plans in 
operation. It happened that the Taiping army, in its attack on Kwei-lin, met 
with such vigorous resistance from the Imperialists that it was compelled to raise 
the siege and was driven into Kwangtung, to increase the disorder that already 
* prevailed in the north of the province. A portion of this fugitive army joined 
the Triad army and considerably increased it, while the main body [marched into 
Ewangsi. 

Immediately on the departure of the Taipings the Imperialists gathered in 
force to attack the Triads, and this time found a judicious use of bribe-money 
and offers of reward, more potent than their swords had ever been in defeating 
them. An Imperialist captain named Fang Yao — since known to Chinese and 
foreigners alike as the popular and powerful Admiral Fang, — by bribes and pro- 
mises of appointments in the Imperial army, induced Ch'eng Ohin, then h&tJber 
known by the sobriquet of Taihau Eam or Big-mouthed Kam, the second in com- 
mand, and other Triad officers, to assassinate Oh'eu Ohin-kang and surrender 
themselves with most of their followers to the Imperialists. Thus, as the Chinese 
say, Oh^eng Ohin cut off the head of his chief (although he was his maternal 
uncle) to enjoy lasting glory. 

But Oh'en Ghin-kang's was not the only head to fall. The Imperialists had 
gained a victory and, to ensure promotion for the officers, it was necessary to 
report a bloody battle, although the deaths were all on the side of the betrayed and 
defenceless Triads, more than two thousand of whom were decapitated. Then, 
when the Imperialists regained the upper hand, dire punishment was inflicted on 
the Triads who for ten years had spread anarchy throughout Kwangtung and the 
borders of the adjoining provinces. There was no mercy shown to those who were 
caught, and but little to their families. Still, many succeeded in escaping to 
Hongkong, whence they pat themselves beyond the reach of Imperialists, to act 
as propagandists of their society, and inculcate a hatred of Manchu rule in other 
hands. 

One incident that occurred daring those days of bloodshed deserves to be 
recorded, along with its sequel, if only as an example of the strong feeling of 
gratitude the Ohinese possess, and to show there was some sense of mercy amongst 
all the callousness of the period. 

In 1854 a Triad army, commanded by Tai Ohiin-kat, attacked Taileung, 
the chief city of the Shuntak district and captured it after half an hour's fighting. 
Tai ObOn-kat, who appears to have been of a merciful disposition, successfully 
exerted himself in preventing the gentry and wealthy inhabitants from being 
plundered by his soldiers. One day, while he held the city, an Imperialist soldier, 
who Wis suspected of being a spy, ^vas caught and brought to lUm, but instead 
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of haviug him ezecnted, as was expected, he ordered him to be released. The 
soldier had not gone far, however, before he was recaptured by another party and 
brought back. This time he displayed a reckless boldness, and told Tai Ghiin-kat 
he might as well cnt his head off, as it was useless attempting to get away from 
the place. The chief, however, again ordered his release, and sent a soldier with 
him carrying a warrant to see him safely away from the city. Sabeeqnently, 
when the rebellion, that then raged thronghont the province, was quenched in 
human blood, Tai GhQn-kat escaped to Hongkong. He resided there a few yean 
and then returned to his native place, in the Shuntak district, where through the 
powerful influence of the gentry whom he had protected, he was allowed to live 
unmolested. He used to pay occasiounl visits to Canton, and while there, lodged 
in a bank in which he had an interest. Not long since, while a military officer 
holding high rank in the province was conversing with one of the bankers, Tai 
Gliiin-kat was incidentally spoken of, on which the officer expressed a desire to meet 
him. On the officer giving his assurance that he had no desire to injure Tai 
Ghiin-kat, the banker promised to inform him when he came again. Some time 
after, when Tai Ch(in-kat visited the banker, the officer was informed and he sent 
his official sedan chair with an invitation to him to go to his official residence. He 
went and on arrival was ushered in with the greatest respect and conducted to the 
seat of honour. He was astonished and unable to comprehend the reason for this 
kind of treatment, until the officer asked if he recollected on one occasion, while hold* 
ing Taileung in the Triad cause, sparing the life of an Imperialist soldier, who wai 
brought before him as a spy, and finally sending him with an escort beyond the 
operations of the Triad force. Tai Ohiin-kat failed to recollect th^ matter at fitst, 
but, by mentioning several incidents that occurred at the time, the officer succeeded in 
reminding him of the affair. He then told him that he was the soldier whose life he 
spared and that he had often wished for an opportunity to show his gratitude, and 
happening to hear he was alive, decided to see him. He then sent for his wife and 
children and commanded them to kneel to the good old man to whom thty were all so 
much indebted. They all treated him with the greatest respect ; and before parting 
with the old Triad chief, the officer offered him the command of one of the large 
mandarin junks that patrol the Pearl River, which he thankfully declined. 

In 1886 there was an insurrection of about three thousand Triad men, 
nnder their chiefs Chan Eing-chung and Woog Paii-shik, at Nimshan in the 
Waichan prefecture of the Kwangtung province. This was chiefly amongst 
the Hakka population and was caused by the oppressive acts of Government 
officials, several of whom were slain at the first outbreak. On this occasion 
four hundred men from Hongkong, principally stonecutters, assembled at Kow- 
loon, armed with swords and revolvers and commanded by two chiefs, named Ho 
Ye-mo and Aii Shai-chfi, whose aim was to reinforce the Nimshan army. Bnt on 
reaching Hachung, in the Kwaishin district, they heard of the defeat of the Nimshan 
rebels by Admiral Fan^ and General Ch'eng, and they dispersed without coming to 
blows. The Wai-chan rebels were badly armed and consequently this rising was 
easily suppressed. Most of the chiefs escaped to Hongkong and Singapore, where, in 
both colonies, they have, by their lawless conduct, given considerable trouble to the 
authorities, in consequence of which some of them have been banished from the 
first-named place. Others took to piracy, and amongst these were Ch*an Id and two 
or three others of those decapitated on the beach at Kowloon in 1891, for looting the 
S.8^ Namoa and murdering the captaiq aif4 others. The Isst Triad rising Was ii^ 
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the (beginning of 1892, when a considerable body of men, who were driven to 
desperation by distreas, rose in a thickly-wooded inoantainons tract, known as the 
Tai-yan mountains on the borders of the Sanning, Yanping, and Yeang-chnn 
districts, in the Kwangtung province, under the leadership of a man named Tam 
Wan-tsing, and under a standard bearing the character Hung. Many recruits joined 
them and at one time there were several thousands of them, who robbed and plundered 
the neighbourhood and oven threatened the important city of Yenngkong. Troops 
were despatched from Oanton to co-operate with the local trained bands in attacking 
them by land, and gun vessels were sent to guard the coast and prevent the in- 
surgents from escaping by sea. Though the rebels were supplied with foreign arms, 
after some severe fighting, in which the Government troops had many killed and 
wounded, the movement was entirely crushed. 

The foregoing is a brief history of the most prominent of the open acts of 
hostility the Triad Society has displayed towards the Government of China. For 
more than a hundred years, through its secret influence in the provinces in which it 
has been established, it has been a constant source of worry and auxiety to officials 
entrusted with the preservation of law and order. Though interdicted by the most 
stringent penal laws, it has continued to flourish and terrorize over mandarins and 
people alike, and probably the number of its adherents was never greater than now. 
It has made itself obnoxious to the people on account of the continual acts of 
extortion they have had to submit to, tlirough dread of the consequences that would 
arise from any appeal to the authorities against it, and the Government ofiicials have 
seen in it a standing menace to society that they have been powerless to remove and 
afraid to interfere with. To them it has been a hidden mine which, throagh fear of 
explosion, they have dreaded to approach. Nevertheless it has seldom, if ever, shown 
the blood-thirsty spirit and utter disregard for life and property of the Nihilist and 
Anarchist Societies of Europe. , When its members have struck down an unpopular 
official, they have done it openly and in anticipation of the consequences. And the 
influence of the Triad Society has not been altogether prejudicisit to the welfare of 
the nation either, for the officials, through dread of rousing the people to action, 
have undoubtedly refrained from many deeds of oppression they would otherwise 
have perpetrated. This is no little matter in a country like Ohina, in which it is so 
dangerous to complain against those who govern, and in which there are no newspapers 
or other means of criticising their conduct or giving vent to public feeling. 

^^ THE TRIAD SOOIBTT OUTSIDE OF CHINA. 

^ It might reasonably be supposed that a society instituted like the Triad, for 
the purpose of overthrowing the Manchu rule in China and re-establishing the 
Ming dynasty, would find little scope for its influence amongst the three million 
Chinese outside the empire, and that if it did exist in other countries, its propa- 
gandists would avoid giving trouble or acting inimically to the Governments under 
which they reside. But such is not the case, for it is found that nearly all 
Chinese who leave their country join the society, and, although its adherents have 
not actually openly rebelled against or attempted to overthrow other Governments, 
they have, by their covert influence, often caused serious riots, which have 
sometimes resulted in loss of life ; and they have also, through their insidious way 
of operating on the minds of the people, constantly interfered with the proper. 
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conrae of jnstiee. This has been remarked ever since emigrants from Cliina com- 
menced to propagate the principles of the society in other lands. But, while in 
China the chief aim pnc forward by the society is the overthrow of the Manchn 
power ; in other conntries, although initiations are still carried on under the same 
ritaal, the combination for mutual benefit in time of poverty, sickness, and death, is 
made the main object. And the benefits to be derived do not cease even at death, 
for, when there is no near relation to attend to a dead member, the brotherhood sees 
the borial rites performed, continues the sacrifice to his soul, and in duo course for- 
wards his bones to China, there to find a last resting place and moulder and mix 
with the du8& of his beloved flowery land. These attentions make membership so 
desirable that most Chinese emigrants join the Society. 

Fiarly in this century the brotherhood was accused of fostering crime and aid- 
ing criminals to escape from justice in India and in the settlements in the Indian 
Archipelago to which Chinese had already flocked from Fokien and Kwangtung, 
the birth-place and the cradle of the society, and the (jovernmcnts of those settle- 
ments were impotent to cope with it. It not only caused trouble by committing 
crime and screening ofTendtjrs from justice, but, in con9er|uence of the members of 
various lodges disagreeing with each other, riots between members of difTcrent 
lodges became frequent. In tlio Sti aits' Settlements sonic of these riots were only 
suppressed after much blooilshed. One remarkable feature of these fights, however, 
is that the rioters have seldom, if ever, displayed a rebellions spirit towards the 
Government, nor even ofl'ered resistance to the police who have interposed to sup- 
press them. On the other hand, when Great Britain was at war with China in 1841, 
all the Triad lodges in Singapore cordially co-operated with the British in their 
operations, in hopes that the Manchns would be overthrown and the Mings set up 
again. 

One of the objections raised against the society in the Straits Settlements was 
that when the chiefs of the lodges were nnsonipnlons characters they terrorized over 
the people and levied blackmail on them through a set of blackguards they were 
always able to command, and who readily obeyed all their behests, no matter how 
nnlawfnl they were. To remedy this and other evils, the Government made it 
obligatory for members of all lodges to register themselves. V*y this means the 
members were placed to a certain extent under surveillance, and the Government 
knew who were the headmen whom they could hold responsible for any illegal acts 
of the memWs of their respective lodges. This plan appears to have worked 
advantageously for several yeara. But recently the Government has gone much 
further. It has now undertaken the task of suppressing the. society altogether, and 
that, in a Colony holding jurisdiction over several hundred thousand Chinese, of 
whom not less than nine-tenths are Triad members. It will now have to deal with 
the same class of members working more secretly and with hostile feeling towards it. 
The Government ofiicials will have to act against a people greatly differing from 
them in language and customs, and amongst themselves so much in language that 
those from different parts of China cannot understand etich othcr*s talk. When it is 
known how few of those responsible for the suppression are acquainted to any useful 
extent with even one of the Chinese dialects, and consequently how likely they are 
to bo misled by designing persons, their difficulty l)ecomes apparent. 

The* society appears to have made itself just as obnoxious to the Government 
in the Dutch settlements of the Archipelagq, as in the British, and in a similar manner. 

D 
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In SiaiD, too, it appears to bo very powerful, and some great riots in that country 
have been attributed to it, while on some occasions it has stood np against the oppres- 
sion of unjust officials. . It has made its evil influence felt in Australia, and nnmerons 
complaints have been made against it there. In Oalifornia, where it is known to the 
Americans by the name of the High Binders, it has made itself notorious in 
consequence of the numerous daring murders and other criminal offences, especially 
that of levying blackmail, imputed to it. The perpetrators of most of these crimes 
have escaped from justice through the secret influence and connivance of the 
brotherhood. 

The history of the society in Hongkong dates from the fouudiug of the Colony, 
and the brotherhood appears to have begun early to counteract good government. 
In 1845 there was an ordinance passed against it, by which membership was 
made felony, punishable with three years* imprisonment, with brapding on the cheek 
and deportation at the expiration of the sentence. This ordinance was, however, 
disallowed by the Home Government and another was substituted in the same year, 
in which only persons participating in an unlawful act arising out of their 
connexion with the society could be held guilty of an offence. Moreover, branding 
was to be imposed only at discretion of the judge, and inflicted on the arm instead 
of on the cheek. Deportation was abolished. But the provisions of this ordinance 
do not appear to have been very strictly enforced, and it remained pretty • much a 
dead letter, while the society continued to flourish ; without, however, giving the 
Government trouble by any open acts of hostility. In 1857, when England was 
again at war with China and preparations were being made in Hongkong to attack 
Canton, a peculiarly constructed commissariat force of eight hundred coolies, known 
as the ' Bamboo Corps,* was formed. Most of the men of this force were Hakkas 
and probably all were Triad men. During the operations at Canton they worked faith- 
fully and fearlessly, apd in all situations of danger showed a remarkable disregard for 
life. And when a few monilis later the great viceroy Yeh was being taken as a prisoner 
on board an English man-of-war, nothing annoyed him so much as tbe jeers of the 
coolies of this crops, who, on meeting him on his way to the jetty, dropped their loads 
and saluted him with roars of laughter, which so angered him that he gnashed his 
teeth with rage. While this war was in progress some of the Triad leaders proposed 
toco-operate with the British forces in driving the Manchus from the empire. 

It is not always easy to ascertain what deeds can rightly be imputed to the 
society, as it is not an uncommon occurrence for persons unconnected with it to 
throw on it the blame of their own misdeeds. Something like this happened in 1884, 
when the cargo boatmen, acting under the influence of Chinese officials, brought to 
bear on them through influential Chinese residents in the colony, struck from 
working on French ships ; France being then at war with China. Perhaps such 
patriotism is little deserving of blame. But the strike unfortunately led to rioting 
and an attack on foreigners ; and blood was shed before tranquillity was restored. 
The really guilty parties threw the blame of this affair on the Triad men, who were 
probably entirely innocent, and several heads of the society, (amongst whom was one 
venerable-looking white-bearded old man, who had been in the colony ever since the 
British occupation and had never been guilty of any offence against the laws, except 
perhaps that of being a Triad member), were banished, under an ordinance made 
after the riot. 
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There was a horrible crime committed on the fifth of November, 1884, in the 
little village of Tsat-tsze-mui, which there is little donbt was rightly laid at the 
door of the society. Ou the day in question a Hakka man was discovered commit- 
ting adaltery with a Hakka woman, in a house in the village. The woman was 
caught at once, but the man ran off followed by several other men shouting thief. 
An Indian watchman stopped the man and, believing he had really stolen something, 
handed him over to his pursuers. These took him back to the village, where he and 
the woman were tried by a Triad tribunal and in accordance with its decree put to 
death and dismembered. It is not unlikely the dismemberment was commenced first 
and caused death. The pieces of the bodies of the wretched murdered couple were 
weighted and thrown into the sea ; but in two days some of them began to float and 
became silent evidence that a horrible crime had been committed. For several days 
various parts of the bodies were found, some floating in the sea and others left by 
the tide on the shore, and in the meantime the Police had discovered who the 
murdered persons were ; but not until the principal perpetrators of the crime, 
including the husband of the murdered woman, had escaped from the Colony. 
Bvery adult in the village must have been cognizant of the crime, and most of them 
must have participated in it, but the influence of the society is so great that all were 
silent, and although over a score of persons were arrested, it was impossible to bring 
the crime home to them. And it would have 'been just as dif&cnlt to have secured 
a conviction against the husband and the other principals in the crime who escaped, 
if they had been captured. 

About a year later, a Hakka employed on the Taitam reservoir suddenly dis- 
appeared, and his friends obtained information which satisfied them that he had been 
murdered for committing adultery with a brother Triad-man's wife. Several men 
who were i*egarded as his murderers left the colony as soon as the Police began to 
institute inquiries into the affair. On this occassion it was rumoured that the 
murdered man's body was cut into pieces and put in a cement barrel, which was sunk 
in Taitam Bay. 

In 1886 the Society brought itself into prominence on account of quarrels and 
fights amongst members of different lodges, respecting the levying of squeezes on 
those engaged in the coolie emigration trade. The principal lodges concerned in 
these disturbauccs were the Man On, the Fuk I Iling and the Hoi Lnk. The chief 
of the Man On lodge was a Ohineso detective, and there were Government servants 
connected with the others. The detective was arrested and committed for trial at the 
Supreme Court on a charge of committing unlawful acts in connection with the 
Society, He was allowed out on bail, and, although his chances of conviction were 
extremely doubtful, he absconded to his native place in the Kwaishin district. The 
Chinese authorities obtaiued information of his whereabouts and a party of soldiers 
was despatched to arrest him. He resisted the soldiers with firearms, in consequence 
of which they shot and speared him in several places, and he survived capture only a 
short time. Since then there have been frequent fights on a small scale, in which 
lethal weapons have been used and serious wounds inflicted, between the Man On 
and the Fuk I Hiug men. Several men on 6ach side have been imprisoned and 
some have been banished for taking part in these disturbances. 

In 1887 there was an Ordinanoe passed against this and other similar secret 
Societies. Under this Ordinance ofiico bearers in the Society were liable to a fine of 
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$1,000 and iraprisoamcDt, and members were liable bo a fine of $500 and imprison- 
ment. The Ordinance also prohibits the holding of meetings. But notwithstand- 
ing the prohibition there aix) from twenty to thirty houses in the Colony which the 
Police have good cause to believe to be Triad lodges, although they have not the 
means of proving them to be such. These houses are generally furnished like 
ordinary guild meeting places. The walls are adorned with gaudy scrolls and flags, 
and lists of members contributing to charitable purposes in connection with the 
Society. The flags, besides adorning the lodges on ordinary occasions, are some- 
times carried about the streets in processions. All lodges have shrines to Ewanti, 
the God of War, whom the members seem to regard as their tutelar deity. They 
honour him by keeping the birthday of his sou, Kwang Ping, on the 18th day of the 
5th month, and the anniversary of his own ascension to heaven, on the 24th day of 
the 6th month, with feasting and rejoicing ; and many hundreds of them assemble 
in the restaurants of the Colony for this purpose on these days ; but especially on 
the first of them. But the Kwanti shrine is not peculiar to Triad lodges, conse- 
quently there is nothing on ordinary occasions, and very little even when initiations 
are held now, to denote their real character. 

In some lodges the members are chiefly Puntis, and, as a rule, these are the 
most lawless. They combine to commit crime and screen their brother evil-doers 
both in and out of the Colony. Some of them are especially active in making 
predatory excursions and armed attacks on defenceless villages on the numerous 
creeks of the Canton Biver. They also, by using threats of attack and arson, 
sncceed in extorting blackmail from the villages, which the latter pay without dariiig 
bo complain. The members of both the Man On and the Fuk I Hing lodges are 
Hoklos, and these, like bhe Fokienese and others speaking a similar dialect, combine 
principally for mutual assistance in sickness and distress, or their quarrels. Some 
of the Makkas combine to commit unlawful acts such as piracy, armed robberies and 
blackmailing, but most of them seem to carry out the precepts handed down and 
keep the aim in view for which the Society was founded, in a manner superior bo 
bhe others. It is estimated that about a third of the mule population of the Colony 
and many females are more or less active members. The difficulty of suppressing 
such an organisation, as well as the facilities it affords criminals for escaping from 
justice will readily be seen. 

Of the members, many, no doubt, join because of the benefits they expect to de- 
rive in sickness and distress and for mutual protection ; others join to secure to them- 
selves an immunity from oppression by the brotherhoood, which, they supposS, they 
might otherwise have to endure ; others join through mere curiosity ; and others 
doubtless join in a patriotic spirit with the hope of some day restoring a Chinese 
dynasty to their country. But on the whole there is far too much selfishness for 
patriotism to flourish in. The leading members seek profit and aggrandisement for 
themselves rather than to benefit the Society or their country. This selfishness, with 
its disintegrating c[Tcct„deprives the Society of the power to act dangerously towards 
the Governments of countries other than China and to start successful rebellion in the 
latter county. Iiut the Society contains a dangerous element in the great number of 
persons bound together by the same oaths and imbued with the same hatred of the 
Manchu power. And should a man arise from amongst them with the ability to 
bring all those who have sworn fidelity to the Society's cause to act in nnity, and in 
accordance with their oaths, and to instil a feeling of enthusiasm into their boBOms, 
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tbey wonld coDstituto a force before whom the miserable soldiery of the south of 
China, many of whom are Triad men already, would melt away like snow in the sun- 
shine, and the doom of the Manchu rnlers would probably be sealed. 



In order to obtain an understanding of the ritual of the Triad Society it is 
necessary that the reader shonld be HC(|uainted with the legendary and traditional 
account of the Society*s origin, that is received, believed in, and transmitted from 
age to age by its members. Without this knowledge mauy refereuces in the ritnal 
to things, places, and persons, and their acts, appear meaningless. And it is only 
fair to observe that, though this account teems with what is miraculous and absurd, 
e(|ually as great absurdities are believed in by nine-tenths of the Chinese of the 
present day. 

According to the tradition, in former times there existed, embowered amidst 
trees, in a secluded and romantic spot, amongst the Chiu-lien hills (1) in the Pu- 
tien district (2) of the Fuchiu prefecture, (8) in the Fokien province, a Budhist mon- 
astery, known as the Shao-lin-tsze, (4) which was said to have been built by a priest 
named Tah-tsnn-ye-yo, (5) in the time of the Tang dynasty. It had consequently 
stood nearly a thousand years, at the time in the seventeenth century, when the 
occurrences to be described are said Us have taken place. The monks of this mon- 
astery, although donbtleas as devout as others were, instead of devoting all their 
time to religious duties, spent most of it in studying military tactics and strategy, 
fencing and other warlike arts, in all of which they had become so expert, in an 
age when personal prowess still played an important part in warfare, as to be celebra- 
ted throughout the empire. And they did not confine their teaching to the priesthood, 
consequently numbers who desired to excel in nrms flecked to them from all parts, 
until the place resembled a military 'seminary rather than a monastery. 

It happened in the regin of Kanghi, or as some say, that Yung-cheng, the Prince 
of Siln (6), a tributary State, placed by some on the western frontiers, by others near 
Annam, and by others in Formosa, threw off his allegiance, invaded China, and 
defeated with great loss every army sent against him. In consequence of these 
coutinnal defeats the emperor called a Council of State, at which it was decided to 
poet proclamations throughout the empire offering great rewards to all persons, 
whether noble or mean, males of females, or Buddhist or Taoist priests, who wonld 
come forward and subdue the trrible Silu State, and free China from her foe. It 
happened that Cheng Kiun-tah, (7) a man who had studied and taken high honours 
at the Shao-lin monastery, saw the proclamation, and hurried off to hold a consnlta- 
tion with the one hundred and twenty-eight monks'who then dwelt in the monastery. 
They decided to offer their services to the emperor, and went in a body and tore 
down the proclamation, which was a sign that they nndertook the matter referred to. 
The imperial guard in charge of the proclamation took them to court, where they 
had an interview with the emperor, who inquired whence they came and what their 
abilities were. Having satisfied his majesty on these points, he accepted their 

(1) A si Ol, (2) rlfi ffl JR, 
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service with pleasure, raised tbem all to the rank of general, and offered them what« 
ever assistance in men and money they required. They told him they required 
horses and provisions ; but they did not require a single soldier. Their modest 
requirements were soon supplied. , The emperor then conferred plenary power upon 
them and gave them a sword and a triangular iron seal with the characters 
^J^ B Ul ^^^ haujih slum engraved on it. Finally a lucky day was selected 
and the militant monks marched off to fight, and Cheng Eiun-tah went with them in 
charge of the commissariat. These heroes cut their way through hills, bridged rivers, 
and in a short time reached Silu, where they encamped and built a strong stockade. 
Before long the Silo army arrived on the scene and commenced the attack. The monks 
did not remain long on the defensive. In their first engagement they rode through 
the barbarian army, Imcking and slashing the soldiers as easily as if they were 
splitting bamboos. And so they fought battle after battle until the Silu prince, 
seeing the utter futility of attempting to conquer such warriors, sued for peace, 
which was granted on his binding himself by treaty to send yearly tribute to Ohina 
as bofoix). In less than three months the Silu State was subdued, apparently without 
loss of life on the priestly side, and the victorious little army i*cturned dmidst 
triumphal songs to the capital. As one quatrain says : 

' The army of our country came, 

The conquerors of the Silu land. 

Throughout the State' was spread their fame, 

As marched through songs our gallant band.* 

On the return of the victors the emperor was so delighted at their success, that 
he offered them whatever ofiicea they desired ; but these monks were no office- 
seekers, and, after consulting together on the offer, they begged ^o be allowed to 
retire, to live in seclusion, in their luonastcry. Cheng Kiun-tah, however, had no such 
priestly, scruples and he accepted the office of commandant of Ti-chen. Besides giving 
the monks money and costly silks, and entertaining them at a feast, which lasted three 
days, his majesty gave them a large tablet with the inscription ^ ^ J|^ ^ 
' Imperial favour, kindness, and honour,* engraved on it ; and three pairs of antithe- 
tical scrolls, on one of which were the lines ^ j^ j^ ^ — *• ^ fH ^ ^ fV 
' First in bravery, matchless heroes ; on another 'Tfk ^ ^^ ^ §^ 4r **J^iS^S 
^^^, ' ^^ ^^'^^^ ^^^^ ^^ learning that got to court, through warlike skill they saw 
the emperor ;' and on the other tH P^ |8^ff M Bf • A #^ JffllSr^'^' 
* Going out to court, the Prince's face is seen ; entering the temple, Buddha's mind is 
known.' When they took their depaiture, his majesty personally saw them out of 
the place. On their return to Shao-lin-tsze, the monks arranged their presents for the 
inspection of the country people who had turned out in great numbers to welcome 
them home. 

It happened that before many years the calm sea was ruffled, and there was 
a thunder-clap heard in a serene and cloudless sky. At this time there were two 
traitors high in office at court, named respectively Ch'en Wan-yaft and Chang Chin- 
tsiu, who, except for the difficulty of bribing or defeating in arms the brave monks 
of Shao-lin-tse, looked on the empire as well within their grasp. In order to 
remove the monks, these officers drew up a memorial to the emperor accusing them 
of treacherous designs, and setting forth how easy io would be for those who had 
without difficulty Conquered the Bila army, which appeared invincible to his soldiers, 
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to couqaer China. They showed him how the fate of the conobrj rested with the 
monks, who could overthrow his dynasty as easily as they conid tarn their heads 
around. The emperor became alarmed and asked, as they were nnable to conquer 
them, what they could do. They applied for three or four hundred of his fnuii^s in 
order to destroy the monks. But his majesty ridiculed the notion of sending such 
a small force against such warriors, until they informed him that they intended to 
set the monastery on fire and blow it up with gunpowder. He then placed several 
hundred imperial guards at their command and they set out with them for Fokien. 
The raonastory was in such a secluded spot that on arriving at the Ohiu-lien hills 
they could not readily find it. But it happened that while they were inquiring as 
to its whereabouts, they came across ii priest nuincd Ma I-fuh (8). This man had 
ranked the seventh in military skill amongst the Shaolin monks, but he was a votary 
of Venus as well as of Mars and Buddha and, because of his too fervid passion and 
amorous attention towards Kuo Siu-ying (9) and Cheng Yil-lan (10), the wife and 
sister ros|)Cctively of Cheng Kinu-tnh, he had been flogged and expelled from the 
monastery. And it was while still enraged at the treat>ment meted out to him, and 
consuming with hatred towards his former associates, that he was met by those 
intent on destroying the monastery and its occupants, and they found in him a 
rcsuly and willing tool for asdsting in ihcir horrible work. On their agreeing to 
make him an officer he conducted them at night to the monastery. The soldiers, 
after placing gun])owdor in several places, surrounded the monastery with inflam- 
mable material, to which they set their lighted torches, and the building wasspeedily all 
ablaze. As the flames mounted heavenwards, Tah-tsun-ye, the founder and natural 
guardian of the monastery, who had long become immortol and an inhabitant of 
Heaven, saw what was taking place, and sent Chu Kai (11) and Chu Kwang, (12) 
two other immortels, to the rescue. They pushed outward the back wall, over 
which eighteen monks, who reteined possession of the triangular seal, escaped into a 
court-yard, and thence passing through a dogs'-hole got clear of the burning ediflce. 
Then, guided by Chu Kai and Chu Kwang, who had transformed themselves one 
into a yellow and the other into a black fog, they got some distence away, when Ma 
I-fuh saw them and called the soldiers to pursue them ; but the fogs made them- 
selves so dense as to baffle pursuit, and the fugitives reached Sha-wan-kei!i, (18) and 
thence proceeded to Hwaug-chiin village, (U) where thirteen of the little party died 
from burns and deprivation. The members say : ** They died on the Hwang-chiln 
road, and though a myriad )car8 pass, they shall be avenged I** Tsai Teh-chung, (15) 
Fang Ta-hung, (15) Ma Chao-hing, (15) Hu Teh-ti and Li Seh-kai, (15) the 
survivors, are styled the Former Five Patriarchs of the Society. Before long Ma 
.I-fuh met a traitor*s fate. He was killed by friends of those whom he had betrayed. 
Thus, because of his having ranked seventh amongst the monks, the word seven is 
tobooed by the society and the word kaf^ good luck, substituted for it. 

The surviving monks, having burned the bodies and concluded the funeral 
obsequies of their late comrades, concealeil themselves under a bridge, where Sie 
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Pang-hang anil Wu Tjng-kwei (16) found them, and took them into their boat. 
They remained in the boat a day, planning bow to avenge their wrongs, and on 
leaving their kind preservers, gave them certain secret signs, for the future reoogui* 
tion of themselves or their friends. 

They had no sooner left Hwang-chtin than a party of soldiers arrived in 
search of them. Fortunately, however, they had already told the sad story of their 
wrongs to Wu Tien-yn, (17) Fang Hwni-ching, (17) Chang Ohing-chao, (17) Yang 
Ghang-tso and Lin Ta-chiang, (17) five daring rascals, who rushed to their defence 
and stayed the pursuit of the soldiers until they had ^ot safely away. The monks 
continued their flight to Chnnff-sha-wan-keu (18) in Hwui-cheu-fu, (19) where like 
the Israelites in their flight from Egypt, they found water in front and an army in 
rear of them. The immortal Tah-tsun-ye again saw their danger, and again sent 
Ohn Kai and Ohu Kwang to the rescue. These first took the shape of clouds which 
afterwards changed into two planks, one of copper and the other of iron, which came 
low down and formed a bridge, over which the monks passed to the Pao-chu (20) 
monastery, where they remained a night and then proceeded to the Kao-chi temple, (21) 
at Wn-lung Kang, (22) in the Shih-ching district (23). At that place their guardian 
angels supplied them with food and other necessaries. But nevertheless, three of 
them were in great distress, and it was only after much persuasion they were induced 
to accompany their companions in their journey eastward. As it was, th^y only 
travelled a short time before they turned back, to find, however, to their great 
astonishment, that the temple had vanished and everything in the neighbourhood 
undergone a change. They perceived that they could not remain there, so they 
again set off and travelled eastward. Before long they learnt that the soldiers were 
still in pursuit, and to avoid them crossed into Hu-kwang and obtained lodgings for 
two weeks with Hwang Ohang-Kshing, (24) the righteous keeper of the Yen Wang 
temple, (85) and his wife, suruamed Chung, (26). On leaving this place they 
travelled on to Eang-wei, (27) near Mount Ting, (28). There they met Oheng 
Tao-teh and Oheng Tao-fang, (29) two sons of their old companion in arms, Oheng- 
Kiun-tah and Kuo Sin-ying, his wife, and Oheng Yii-lan, his sister. This little party 
were engaged in worshipping ut Cheng Kiun-tah's grave, and from them the monks 
learnt tliat their old friend had been atrociously strangled with red silk by the traitor 
Chen Wan-yao (80). The monks joined in worshipping at the tomb and in lamenting 
over the sad occurrences that had befallen their friends, when a party of soldiers 
appeared. The little party were in a sad plight indeed. Apparently they bad no way of 
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escfipe and no means of offering effective resistance. Bnt at this critical moment 
the precious peach-wood sword of jastioe suddenly shot out of the head of Ohcng 
Kiun-tah's grave, and was grasped by Kno Sin-yiu}^. Carved on the hilt of this 
miraculous sword were two dragons struggling for a pearl, typical of two emperors 
contending for empire, and near the point the characters Fan Tsing^ Fuh Mingi 
(31) subvert Tsing restore Ming. Kno Siu-ying had only to shake this wonderful 
sword at a soldier and his head fell off like ripe fruit from a tree. After this 
remarkable deliverance the parties separated. But before long, a rumour about the- 
wonderful sword reached tlieir enemy Chang Chin-tsin, (32) and he sent a party of 
soldiers to search Kno Siu-ying's house for it. But she obtained information of the 
intended search, and gave the sword to her sons, who fled with it, and she and Cheng 
Ttilan hastened off and drowned themselves in the San-ho river. Their bodies 
floated to Kang-wei, where they were found and recognized by Sie Pang-hang. He 
buried them in the hills above the river and erected tombstones over their graves. 

The monks, having heard of Chang Chin-tsiu's latest outrage, determined to 
punish him. With this object in view they concealed themselves in a wood and 
waited for his retnni from Cheng Kiun-tah*s house. When he and his escort of 
soldiers reached the place where the monks were secreted, they rushed on him, and 
before his soldiers could intervene to save him, cut him into two parts. The soldiers,, 
enraged at this, followed the fleeing monks, who were saved from their fury by the 
interposition of Wu Tien-ch'iug, (33) Hung Tai-sui, (33) T'ao Pih-tah, (33) LL 
Shih-ti and Lin Tung-chao. (33.) These are now known to the society as the After 
Five Patriachs, and are sometimes called the tiger generals. The monks next 
sought to return to the Kao-chi temple, and got so far as the Pao-chn monastery 
at Yiin Siao-yti (34) and remained there for a few days. At this time they were in 
the utmost distress and on the verge of despair. They had no place in which to 
rest, and only desired life that they might gratify their craving for revenge. They 
even longed for death to come and wash out all their troubles. 

Soon after leaving the Pao-chn monastery they met Oh'en Chin-nan, (35) the 
founder of the society. This man had been a member of the Han-lin academy and 
liad held the office of President of the Oensorate. When the emperor decided ta 
have the Siao-lin monastery burnt Ch^n Chin-nan remonstrated with him and 
thus brought on himself the resentment of the traitors Ch*on Wai-yao and Chang 
Ohin-tsiu, who accused him of belonging to the monks' party and compelled him to 
resign his offices. He said * since I am punished for being of their party I will joia 
them.' In this frame of mind he left the capital and returned to bis home in 
Hn-kwang, where, in the Pai-hao-tung, (36) White Stork Grotto, he devoted himself 
for a while to the study of Taoism, and the occult sciences usually found combined! 
with it. He was then travelling in the guise of a fortune-teller, with the object of 
assisting the monks and revenging his own injuries. After conversing with the 
monks he learnt the desperate condition they were in, that they were without 
food, money, and homes, and he had compassion for them and took them to- 
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lits home and sappUed all their wants. So now, when one brother meets another and 
asks whence he comes, the reply is, *from the White Stork Orotto.* After residing 
with Oh*cii Ohin-nan half a mouth, he said to them, * This place is too small to 
practise warfare in, bat near here, at the rear of the Hsia-pn (87) convent, there is 
.an extensive building called the Hung-hua-ting, (88) Red Flower Pavilion ; we can 
use that. There, gentlemen, if you have no objection, we can reside together and 
scheme to avenge our wrongs.* They agreed to his proposal, and all removed into 
the Red Flower Pavilion, which they found to bo large, niry, clean, and well-lighted, 
and they were delighted with it. 

One day the monks went for a stroll, and, while sauntering along tlic banks 
of the Knngwei river, they saw something floating along and drifting with the tide. 
They approached and examined it aud found it was a large stone tripod incense 
vessel with two eai*s. They were amazed, and shouted, ' how wonderf al.* On 
further examiniiiK it they found on its bottom the characters Fan Tsing, Fiih Ming^ 
subvert Tsins: restore Ming, and a row of smaller characters said its weight was 52 
catties 18 taels. It was of granite and of the same shape as the pewter tripods 
now in use. But this one was subsequently lost at Keng-i, (8^) in Huug-chou (40). 
The monks carried the incense vessel to a large stone that served as an altar, on 
which they placed it for the purpose of worshipping ; but, owing to not having the 
necessary objects, they substituted guava twigs aud ^rass for candles and incense 
sticks, and, having poured from a basin, water instead of wine, they began to pray 
that the injury done at Shao-liu might be avenged by a Ming ruler. And they 
were no priests of Banl, for, to their astonishment, the twigs and errass burat into 
flame and began to burn. They afterwards threw the divining blocks three times, 
and prayed for a sign that their prayers would be answered, and three times in 
snccession the blocks turned favourably. 

After these auspicious signs the monks returned to the Red Flower Pavilion, 
and told Cb*cn Ohin-nan what had happened. He said, 'It is the will of Heaven 
that the Tsing dynasty should be overthrown and the Ming dynasty reinstated; 
undoubtedly the time for vengeance is fixed.* The same day he raised the Ming 
standard and issued proclamations calling [for soldiers to flght in the Ming cause. 
Only one hundred and eight men, all of whom had previously assisted the monks, 
responded to the call. But, at the same time, there appeared on the scene a remark- 
able youth, not much more than ten years of age, with a fair complexion and red 
lips, and, like the famous Liii Pei, his arms readied below his knees and his ears 
drooped to his slioulders. The men seeing his superior mien and manners inquired 
who he was and why lie had come amongst them. He replied, ' I atn Ohu Hung-chu, 
(41), a grandson of the emperor Tsung-cheng, (42) by his consort the Lady Li. (48) 
The empire of my ancestors was invaded and usurped by barbarians, and learning 
80 many gentlemen are in arms ip our cause, I have come purposely to take part with 
yon, if you will permit me.* After delii)eration the little army unanimously chose 
him SIS their ruler. The next day being a lucky one they selected it for 
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sacrificing to their standard, and commencing the great nndertaking. Others 
now flocked to their standard, and Ch*en Chin-nan proposed that a Incky day should 
be selected, on which all in arms should mix their blood and swear brotherhood by 
tasting it. Those already iu arms were to he styled elder ibrothers, and those who 
joined their cause later younger brothers. This was agreed to. The twenty-fifth 
day of the seventh month of the Ohia-yin (44) year was selected by the hsiang-chu, 
(45) or grandmaster, Ch*eu Chin-nan, for the purpose, and ho appointed the Red 
Flower Pavilion as the pl.i*e in which the oath of brotherhood was to be taken. 
The members of the brothc.hood still all look on the above date as their biithday, 
and call tiiemselves the Gre.it Association of the Hung family. On this night they 
were astonished and pleased to see the southern sky open and brilliant stars 
form the characters ^ ^ ^ ^ Hen ting kuo shehy llcavcn^s manifestation to • 
the country. And Ch*en Ohin-nan, in obedience to the will of Heaven, adopted 
these four characters fot the generalissimo^s banner. The same night they saw a 
brilliant red light iu the eastern sky, and, in consequence, adopted the word hung, 
of the same sound as the word for red, but made up of 3, 8, 20, and 1, for a general 
snmame of all the brethren. There is a verse on the character Hung, which says — 

* The thiixl month sees the i^each-tree blossoming ; 

The eight immortals came to fix the date. 
The twentieth day we go to fight with Tsinir ; 

By one word, through all time, is known our fate.* 

Chen Chill-nan was the life and soul of the movement, and it was he who 
planned, contrived, and made all arrangements and appointments. He appointed 
Su Hung leader of the vanguard ; the five monks to be generals in the centre ; Wu, 
Hung, T'ao, Li and jjin to be generals ; and sent olT Wu, Fang, Chang, Yang, and 
Lin to Lnng-hu-shan to recruit men and horses. Having made all necessary 
arrangements, Ch'cn Chin-nan issued an order informing the little army that they 
were going to march against the Tsing army the following day. It happened, 
however, that the Tsing army was much stronger than he ex|)ected to find it, and 
consequently, after a short fight, the Hung army was driven back to the hills. 
Chen Chin-nan then called a council of war, and, iu accordance with its decision, the 
little army retreated towards the Wan-yim mountain. In their retreat they 
happened to pass the Wan-yiin monastery (40), the abbot of which was known by the 
name of Wan Yun-lung or Tah-tsitng. (47). This man was a native of Tai-chang-fu 
(48) in Che-kiang and his real name was Hu Te-chi. (49) He was of gigantic 
stature and immense strength, and he had joined the priesthood to atone for a 
murder which he had committed in early life. His attention was drawn, by the 
noise they were making, to Jbhe retreating soldiers, and on looking out he was 
surprised to behold priests amongst the fugitives. He inipiired what it all meant ; 
and, on being informed of what had happened he was very angry. He said, ' So the 
barbarian dogs act thus contrary to justice and reason do they ? As sure as Buddha 
has power a Ming emperor shall again be happy in ruling this country. Let ns 
gather heroes to our cause, and next month do our utmost to exterminate the Tsing 
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barbarians and wipe cab the injuries done to onr yoang emperor and to you 
.i^entlcmeii. I will be the ^reat brother to lead yon to battle for revenge. Where 
is the difficalty ? ' The fugitives replied ' If you, Sir, exeit yourself in onr cause 
^e shall prosper and enjoy the fortunes of three lives in this/ Ohen Chia-nan 
finding Wan Yiin-lung so strongly in their favour, introduced him to the young 
emperor and ap[)ointed him their greatest brother. He mixed his blood with 
that of the others of the party, and, in the presence of Heaven, drank with them the 
mixture and swore to exterminate the Tsing and reinstace the Ming Dynasty. 

The twentieth day of the eighth month was the day selected for recommencing 
active hostilities. On that dny and daily for over ten days Wan Ytin-lung, armed 
with two large clubs, performed prodigious feats of valour, and slew vast numbers 
•of the Tsing soldiers ; but unfortunately on the ninth day of the ninth month he 
was struck by an arrow and slain. This happened belowta precipice on Mount 
Tsan. The rest of the army lost heart and fled in confusion on seeing their great 
brother killed. The Ave monks concealed themselves near, and when the Tsing 
army withdrew from the battle-field they returned, burnt Wan Yiin-lnng*s body, 
gathered up the ashes of their hero in a red silk cloth, conveyed them to the foot 
of the Ting mountain, and buried them in a place where Chen Chin-nan found the 
geomantic signs were good ; there being a stream with nine windings in front, a 
mountain with thiiteen peaks in rear, a fir tree on the right and a cedar tree on 
the left of the grave. Chen Chin-nan enobled Wan Yiin-lung as Duke Tah-tsung, 
and he and the remaining brothers set up a triangnlar ten thousand ages memorial 
stone, on which they engraved sixteen characters, all having the water radical. They 
also erected a miniHture nine-storied pagoda. 

These ceremonies having been conclnded, a search was made in every direction 
for the young emperor ; bnt nothing more was ever seen of him. The leaders then 
held a consultation at which Chen Chin-nan, addressing his comimnions said, 'Since 
our late defeat I have made a prognostication with my bent fingera and found that 
Heaven*s time for the destruction of the Tsing dynasty has not yet arrived ; but 
before long the Tsing rulers will be extirpated and Ming rulers be reinstated to 
reign for a prosperous era. We are now vanquished, and it is useless to attempt 
anything further in this matter. I advise you all to disperse. Some of you can 
take to the fields and moors, and the rest can go afloat on the rivei'S and 
lake3. All ought to conceal themselves, nourish their health and strcngth, and 
practise to become able and virtuous. All should transmit from mouth to month 
•and do his best do promulgate throughout the empire our aims, and secret signs and 
words, and try to join all in our cause, so that in a future attempt we may be success- 
ful in our meritorious undertaking. Gentlemen, I ndw bid yon all farewell and go 
foith to wander, it may Iks on foot, across hills and dales, or it may 1)g by vessel over 
rivers and lakes. Once more, 1 assure you, the destined time for the successful 
assembling of the Hung family is fixed and must come. Farewell I * He then bowed 
to all and left. After this parting Chen Chin-nan returned to his village home, and 
the others went off in all directions with the secret signs and words of the society. 
After deliberation the five monks, who, since the burning of the Shaolin monastery 
had shared so many hardships with so much fortitude, also agreed to separate and set 
out in different directions to induce able men to join the brotherhood, in order that 
their wrongs might be avenged. Before parting, these Five Patriarchs of the Hung 
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Brotherhood composed the following verse, which was handed down and has ever 
since been nsed as a memorial and sign of membership : — 

At parting, five a verse composed, 
Which heroes carry undisclosed ; 
But when their brothers this do see 
They known the sign of unity. 

This is the verse written in the octagonal diagram of the certificate of 
membership that members carry in their parses. 

Since the separation after Wan Tun-lnng^s death many years had passed, daring 
which the brotherhood liad been busy recruiting adherents in several provinces ; and 
the members had been keeping up a correspondence with each other. At last the 
time for action came again and a large army assembled at the Kao-chi temple in 
Huoi-chou-fu. But Su Hang-kuang, the only one of their old leaders left, happened 
to die, and there was no man of ability to lead them left at this critical time. 
They were relieved from their difficulty, however, and a leader supplied in a wonderful 
and thoroughly Chinese manner. 

In order to explain who this leader was and whence he came, it is necessary to 
go back to the Ming emperor Tsnng-cheng's death in 1G28. »Soon after the rebel 
chief Li Tzn-cheng captured Peking, this emperor ended his life and the Ming 
dynasty by hanging himself on a solitary stunted tree on Prospect Hill. His faithful, 
favourite eunuch Wang Cheng-en, (60) in expectation of being buried with him in the 
celebrated necropolis of the Mings, also committed suicide. The emperor had appro- 
priated the only tree at hand and Wang Cheng-en, either because there was no 
unoccupied branch left and he feared to trespass, by utilizing the same one his imperial 
master had, or because he did not dare to aspire to so high a position, tied his 
majesty's feet together and hanged himself from them. By this foolish act he frus- 
trated the end he had in view. For, when the bodies were found, instead of being 
regarded as a faithful servant, he was looked on as a traitor who had tied the emperor*s 
feet together, to prevent him from escaping; and, while the emperor's body was 
decreed imperial burial in the family tombs, his was cast out to lie unbnried, and his 
ghost was loft without a home or habitation. It b.nppened, however, that about the 
time that the Triad army was assembling at the Kao-chi Temple, Saint Tah-mo, tlio 
Chinese Bodhidharma, in answer to the poor ghost's continual supplications, had 
decided to oblige him, and, with this object in view, had secured the ghost, or the 
three rational and seven animal spirits that constituted it, in a gourd, in a simikir 
manner to that in which Solomon put the wicked genius, in the vase found by the 
fisherman, as related by the imaginative Scheherazade and in this way conveyed it to 
occupy the body of Su Hang Kuaug, (51) which Su Hang Knang's ghost had vacated, 
which in consequence became revivified. This animated corpse, which now took the 
name of Tien Yu Hung, (o2) or Heaven protect Hnng, lost no time in trying to atone 
for Wang Cheng-en's former blunder of hanging himself in the manner described. 
Being naturally zealous in the Ming cause, he, in the form of Su Hang Kuang, 
assumed the command of the Triad men then in arms. For a while success attended his 
generalship, and the Triad men conquered in battle after battle, until seven pro- 
vinces were brought under their sway. Then misfortunes came again and stayed. While 
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fighting in Szockwan, Sn Hang Koang's body was struck down and gavo up Wang 
01ieng-en*8 gbost, in consotiucnco of which Tion Yu Uung died and tho Triad army 
was defeated and dispersed. In a short time the conquered provinces were retaken 
by the Tsing army and every remnant of the rebellion was destroyed. 

From this account it will be seen that the Triad Society claims to have been 
brought into existence through the incomplete carrying out of as flagrant and 
cowardly an act of treachery apd sacrilege as it is possible to conceive. And, if true, 
it is not to he wondered at that the war cry of those who escapod from the burning 
monastery should have been * Down with the Tdings, up with the Mings ;' or that 
they should have toiled unremittingly and patiently to founi a society to wreak 
vengeance on the dynasty that had so perfidiously and cruelly injured those whom 
in honor it was bound to protect. Nor is it surprising, considering the patriotic 
and semi-religious character of the Society, that it should obtain a strong hold 
amongst a people averse to being governed by a foreign tribe which they despised. 
That there was a Shao-lin monastery ; that it was set on lire by officers of this 
dynasty ; and that a great many monks were burnt to death, while others escaped 
to found the Triad Society, is looked on as a matter of history by the people of 
the south-eastern part of China. That the story has been embellished with the 
wonderful in passing from mouth to month, in its traditional descent for so many 
generations, is not surprising. The frequeut allusious to the story in the ritual will 
be seen in the following pages. 

LODGE-ROOMS, OFFICERS AND INITIATORY CEREMONIES. 

It appeal's that the society when first organized was composed of Ave sections 
under five grand lodges, apportioned to various provinces, and, although there is no 
grand lodge and no great unity amongst the other lodges now, yet the original idea 
is still shown in the arrangement of the five divisions, with distinguishing flags and 
devices. In carrying out this idea there is a particular coloured flag with its own 
peculiar characters appropriated to each division. Each of one kind of these flags 
is placed under the patronage of one of the Foruier Patriarchs, and Oiich of another 
kind under that of one of the After Patriarchs whose names are inscribed on them. 
Besides these names there are certain sentences of five characters which are usually 
written with superfluous characters, one of which goes to one section and another to 
another section. 

The first division, called the one nine ti, or steps, includes Fokien and Kansu. 
It is under a black flag with the characters fj^ clikuifj and ^ piao^ ornamental, 
and the name of the Former Patriarch Tsai Tehchung or the After Patriarch 
Wu Tienchcng and the sentences ^ ^ ^ taing lieu twu/j Green Lotus Hall, 
and J^ j§^ ^§/''''i/ uwif/ chiin^ Phcuiiiccs Association, arc assigned to it. The 
seal of this division is rhombic shaped. 

The second division, called the twelve ti, is allotted to Kwangtung and 
Ewangsi. It is under a i*cd flag with the characters ]^ hung and |@ shoii, 
longevity, and the name of the Former Patriarch Fang Ta-huug or the After 
Patriarch Hung Tai-shi, and the sentences )^ J|^ ^ hwvj shun tang. Hung 
Obedience Hall, and, ^ ^ JJg cJnn Ian chun, Sworn Brothel's Association, arc 
assigned to it. The seal is trianguhr shaped. 
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The third division, called the nine /», is allottetl to Yiianan and Szecliaan. 
It is nnder a crimen flag with the characters ]^ l^i and i^^u>^ united, and the 
name of the Former Patriarch Ma Chin-hsin^ or the After Patriarch Tao Pa-Uand 
tlie sentences ^ ^ ^ ^/"'« ^tou Imifj, Household Princes Hall, and j^ ^ ^ 
lien chang chiin, Ijotus Glory Association, are assigned to it. The seal is square, 
shaped. 

The fourth division, called the two nines /i, is allotted to Ki>ingnan and Hu- 
kwang. It is nnder a white flag with the characters ^^ chH and j^ /mi, harmony, 
and the name of the Former Patriarch Hn Te-ti or the After Patriarch Li Shih-ti, 
and the sentences ^ 3^ ^ ^-'^'i tai Imuj, Trijul drcat Hall and ^^ /|^Q <•/**'» 
niantj fhihiy Emhroidored (lallcry Association, are assigned to it. The seal is in 
the shape of a parallelogram. 
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Tlic fifth division, called the four seveus /i, is allotted to Ghekiang, Kiaugsi 
aud Honau. It is imder a green flag with the characters j^ IHU aud jig twig 
together, and the name of the Former Patriarch Li Shi-kui or the After Patriai*ch 
Lin Yung chao, and the sentences ^ -flj ^ wang-fa taw/^ Vast Changes Hall 
and @ ^ gi^ ie Using chiiiiy Obtain Prosperity As30ciation, are assigned to it. 
The seal is ronnd. 



The characters |g[ |^ |^ jgg |^ dragon, tiger tortoise, serpent and assemble ; 
f^f&i^^fS^ ^"^®' marquis, earl, viscount, and baron : p{B||$|^pi. 
the female principle in nature, the male principle in nature, unity, trausfonnation 
and completeness ; j^ ^ |||| ^ j^ spring, summer, autumn, and winter sea- 
sons ; and |^ |^ |^ |^ ^ft metal, wood, water, fire, and earth, written, as here, 
with superiSuous characters, are also assigned to the five divisions and used 
according to their number in their respective series. 

The nearest approach to a grand lodge in modern times was, probably, that of 
the Ewang, Huei, Shao, I Hsing Ta Kung Ssu(l) in Singapore, before the split that 
occurred in it shortly after the death of the Great Brother, or Grandmaster Ho Im, 
about thirty years ago. Hefoi-e his death, Oantonese, Fokienese and Ohaochin men 
held meetings in the same lodge room, on different nights, and all looked to him as 
theii; chief. After his death discoi*d broke out amongst the members and splits 
occurred. This led to great bitterness of feeUng and fights between the various 
sections of the society. 

At the present time, it appears by the certificates of memt»ersliip and seals, 
that the Kwangtung-Kwangsi is the principal division ; but in their lodges they use 
the flags and devices of the other sections and burn incense to their respective 
patriarchs, as well as to their own. 

If constructed and furnished in accordance with the provisions of the ritual, 
a Triad Society lodge would have an elaborate appearance. .The principal room, 
where the initiations and other secret work is carried on, is allied the Red Flower 
Pavilion, in allusion to the pavilion of Oh'en Chin-nan, in which the society >vas 
instituted and its first meetings held. In this room there should be a Chi0ig I, or 
Loyal Patriot Hall, for the shrine of the loyal patriot Kwan-ti, the God of War ; and 
there should be shrines to Kwan-yin, the Goddess of Mercy ; Fuh-teh, the God of the 
Ground of Ch*utan, or the priests' dwelling ; the past members of the Ilnug family ; 
Gh^en Chin-nan ; Duke Tah-tsung, also known as A7an Yun-lung ; The former Five 
Patriarchs ; the After Five Patriarchs ; Cheng Kiin-tah ; Cheng Yu-tan ; Kuo 
Siu-ying, the Remote Ancestors Ghti Hung-ying and Lady Chu of the Chin family ; 
the Less Remote Ancestors Hung-Chi-sheng and the liady Hung of the Pi family ;. 
the massacred monks ; and several others who took an active part in establishing 
the society. There should also be a Kaochi temple, an I Hoh fruit-stall with 
varioua kinds of fruit on it, a miniature nine-storied pagoda, a tripod incense vessel 
with the characters/an tstng Juh ming, subvert Tsing restore Ming, engraved on 
it, a red lantern, an official umbrella, a large seven-stars broadsword, a red dub, 
three feet six inches long with a dragon carved or painted on one end and a. 
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phcenix on the other, and a wooden fou{2) or peck of rice, called Majaug citj, m 
vrhich are inserted a number of flag« representing: the five sections of the society,, 
and the flag of the commander-in-chief, as seen in drawing No. 1. On a table in 
front of the peck are placed, arranged in order from the right, a dwarfed cedar tree, 
a candle, a seven star or other sword to signify that the Mongols are to fall beneath* 
it and the Mings to be reinstated ; an abacus, for reckoning the time appointed 
for the destrnction of the Tsings and the enthronement of a true Ming ruler ; a 
white fan, for signalling to call the Hung heroes together ; a red lamp, to give 
light with which to distinfi:uish the false and true ; a foot rule, for members to 
square their conduct by, and also for measuring the heavens to find a place where 
heaven and earth will join to form a complete and succes»ful union ; a, scale, the 
sign of justice and open dealing, to weigh Ming against Tsing and the loyal 
against traitors with ; a mirror, symboliail of one handed down l)y Nii Wo, after 
she repaired the heavens, to show who are virtuous and who are vicious ; it was as 
pure as crystal or jade and possessed the magic power of destroying armies of 
traitors ; a pair of scissors, for ripping open the dark clouds that obscure the 
Ming sky ; a sword ; a dwarfed pine tree which with the cedar tree is used 
like the peach and plums by the herdcs Kwan Yii, Liu Pei, and Chung Fei 
of old, for swearing brotherhood beneath ; and members of the same lodge- 
apeak of themselves as of the same pine and cedar grove. Besides the 
articles already mentioned there are sometimes a i*osnry, a wooden fish, a 
surplice, and a pair of grass sandals plscred on the table. Immediately 
inside the door there should be an arch formed of interlocked swords, and beneath 
the arch a bridge formed of an iron and a copper plank, symbolical of the bridge 
lowered from the clouds over which the five monks escaped from Sbaolin. Some* 
times this bridge spans a fiery ditch ; but sometimes this ditch is in another part 
of the lodge-room and is crossed by jumping over it. 

Before reaching the Bed Flower Pavilion, there should be an ante-room and 
two other rooms, with inscriptions above each entrance, and during initiations or 
the transaction of bnsiness there should be two guards, with drawn swords, on 
guard at each df)or. But, on account of the society being illegal in most places 
and there being always a desire to keep the work secret, these shrines, except 
tho one to Kwanti, appear only at initiations, and then only on paper. The Triad 
lodges in Hongkoni; on ordinary occasions resemble ordinary rooms in which men 
meet for recreation, and are as innocent looking as those in which, under the guise 
of literary societies, the Olan-na Gael met to plan murder, a few years ago, iu 
the United States. These rooms are generally on the top floors of houses, and 
usually have cocklofts with openings in the roof above. When an initiation ia 
abont to be held, the proper tablets on which the names of those referred to above 
as sacrificed to are written, the small paper fiags of the club and all the other 
paraphernalia are surreptitiously introduced into the lodge. The arch of swords, 
the bridge, and the fiery ditch, like similar objects on the Chinese stage, are 

(2) The idea of usinfr the peck in initiations it said to have had its origin ih the fact 
that one was pretented by Li Shi-min, who afterwards reigned as the Tang Emperor Tai Tsung, 
to the Shaolin monastery, for the worship of Ursa Major and other religious rites not strictly 
belonging to Buddhism. At the present day there are pecks containing rice in which flags are- 
inserted and in which a mirror, a footnile, a scale, a pair of scissors, and a seven-branched lamp are 
placed, and much resembling the Muyoiig biij of Triad Lodges, used in Yarious Taoist religioua 
ceremonies, and in ceremonies of a semi-religious kind, such as adopting children in families 

a 
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roproaented by very simple contrivances. Thns the arch is occasionally formed of 
wooden toy swords and only a few of these. 

The largest initiations in the colony of Hongkong. take place late at nighty 
in temporarily fitted-np lodges, on large stages in the quarries near Shankiwan and 
in British Kowloon. Some of these stages are more than fifty feet square, and 
for Triad purposes they are divided into three parts to represent the outer, centre, 
-and inner walls of a city. At initiations there are two men posted to hold a large 
<sircle or hoop of bent bamboos at the entrance to each division. These, besides 
supporting the hoops, are each armed with a sword and act as guards. All entering 
these lodges have to pass through the hoops and thus to yap hiin^ enter the circle, 
lias become a slang term for joining the society. The inner circle is filled up with 
shrines and all the other necessary paraphernalia, and there are sometimes more 
than fifty persons initiated at one time in these lodges. 

Many persons, especially women, ara initiated without ever going to a lodge. 
When such initiations take place, one or more of the principal oflicers of a lodge 
go to a private house, and, after explaining the object of the society to the can- 
didates, read over the oaths to them and swear them in as members. They after- 
wards call on the novices a few times to give them instruction in the signs and 
•secret words of recognition. 

The chief offluer of a lodge is the Ta Tsung Li, Great Superintendent, who 
is also called the Cheng Shuai, Oommandcr-in-chief, and most commonly the Ta Ko, 
Great Elder Brother. The next officer is the Hsiuiig Ghu or Lu Ghu, Incense 
Master, who is commonly called the Erh Ko, or Second Elder Brother. In some 
Cantonese lodges, candidates during initiation have to crawl between the legs of 
this officer as a typical representation of being born into the Hung family; in 
such lodges the Second Brother is styled the Amu^ mother. The other officers are 
the Pai Shan, White Fan, also called the Hsien Sheng instructor, and the San Ko, 
Third Elder Brother ; the Hsien Feng Vanguard or Champion, who is sometimes 
styled the Feng Chiin, General of the Van ; the Hung Kun, Red Club, who inflicts 
whatever punishment is imposed on members ; the five generals ; the eight 
Pa Shous, Guards, and the Ts'ao Hsiehs, Grass Sandals, alsd called Tioh Pans, 
Iron Soles, who are the lowest in rank, and of whom thera are several to act as 
messengers and attendants in a lodge. During initiations, and at other times when 
a lodge is in session, the Great Elder Brother is deemed the representative of Wan 
YUn-lung, the first Great Brother, and assumes his name. In the same manner 
the Incense Master represents Chen Chin-nan, the Vanguard Tien Yii Hung, the 
Guards of the first door Wan Tao-lung and Wan Tao-fuug, the Guards of the 
second door Cheng Chi and Cheng Ting, and the Guards of the third door Wa 
Han-i and V7u Chin-lei. The Guards of the bridge assume the symbolical names 
of Chieh and Wan, meaning * combine in myriads,* .which is a secret phrase or 
password of the society. Sometimes, on documents,^ all these, by virtue of their 
offices, are described as presidents of one or other of the Six Boards, Senior or 
Junior Guardians of the Ming Heir Apparent, and so on, just as if the Mings were 
actually ruling the country. A similar fiction of a reigning Ming Emperor is also 
kept up by dating documents in such and such a year of the reign of Tien YQn or 
Hung Yttn or some other Ming emperor instead of in the reign of a Tsing emperor. 

An initiation is called Uo h$i^ performing a play, or fang ma^ loosing the 
horses ; and when one is about to take phioe, members are invited to kan hii^ see the 
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play. As a rale initiations take place at night and last several honrs, and nsnallj 
several persons, sometimes over fifty, are initiated together. Old members are called 
hiiang^ incense, and candidates hsin iitig^ recruits. There seem to be very few, if 
any, persons ineligible for membership. According to one of the Triad poems, 
entitled *' Binding the Righteous Brethren,'* the rich, the honourable, the lowest 
vagrants, soldiers, officers of state, lawyers, scholars, thieves, mendicants, merchants, 
traders, travellers, sailors, farmers, and all others who are loyal and patriotic, are 
invited to join the Hung brethren in brins^ing back the Mings. Still each candidate 
has to be proposed by an officer, who guarantees that he is a fit person to become a 
member and the payment of his entrance fee. This officer is styled the ehiu-fu^ 
maternal uncle of the person he proposes, and he has to instruct the candidate for 
whom he stands sponsor before-hand, how to act and what to say at various parts of 
the initiation. 

The officers and members of a lodge, with their hair arrranged in the Ming^ 
style and wearing rod turbans, and when practicable some of them wearing Ming 
official robes, assemble on the night of an initiation, before it begins, and perform the 
ceremony of lifting the tou or peck. The peck containing rice is placed on a table 
below the principal shrine, which contains the memorial tablets of the past Triad 
worthies, and then the paper flags are stuck in it. While doing this the officers 
recite an appropriate verse. They afterwards place the club and other symbolic 
articles in their proper places on the table and recite a stanza referring to each as it 
IS lifted. The Triad members seem to do bnt little without verse. Probably the 
reason for this is that the rhymes assist them in remembering what would bo 
dangerous, and what in some places might even cost them their lives, to commit to 
writing. Anyhow there is at least one stanzA on each article used and on each 
ceremonial act performed in the lodge. Thus when the incense vessel is lifted, a 
verse is recited, and then a bunch of three incense-sticks is inserted to each of the 
Five Patriarchs, while the following verses are repeated : — 
Let this first incense rise to heaven's height. 

While we swear opposition to the Tsings, 
We will the wrong of 8haolin*s fire requite. 

The Mongols slaughter and restore the Mings. 
This second incense from our censer rises ; 

In this pavilion wc io b^avon swear 
Fidelity in all our enterprises, 

And enmity with Mongols everywhere. 
Let our third incense all Muyaog pervade, 

And brothers still our imtriot force increase ; 
We have to Heaven and Garth, our parents, prayed, 

That onr Hung family may enjoy great peace. 
Let our fourth incense reach stars, moon, and sun ; 

'Tis thus we pray before this altar now, 
Spread wide the patriot work we have begun. 

Make short the days of bim who breaks his vow. 
In the loyal Patriots* Hall this incense burn, 
Help our Ming Emperor, thou loyal one, 
And let prosperity to us return, 

As we the oaths consume there in Tsz-yun. 
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On aoine of the objects there are long poems ; in one instance it consists of one 
hnndreJ and eight stanzas. As there is a tiresome sameness about these verses, only 
transktions of those that occnr in the initiatory ceremony or that are used in answer 
to test questions or signs, and two or three specimens of the others will be given here. 

After the various articles are pat in their proper places, the Great Elder 
Brother takes a seat in front of the shrine, the Incense Master one on the left and the 
Instructor one on the right, the 6ras) Sandals stand or sit near and the ordinary 
members farther off ; the Gnards, each armed with a real or imitation sword, and 
sometinie3 wearing official dresses, take their stand at their respective doorn, and the 
Vanguard waits in an outer room to conduct the candidates for initiation. 

As already remarked, the candidates are instructed, before the ceremony begins, 
as to what answers to scive to certain quastions to be put to them. No candidate is 
allowed to wair silken clothing during the ceremony, bat members may. On the 
night of initiation the cindidates' queues are partly unplaited and their slices taken 
off in the outer room or first circle, the entrance to which is so low that tliey have to 
bend their bodies to creep in. There the Guards ask them one by one as they are 
about to enter, why they come, and they replj to enlist in the army and become 
brothers of the Hung family. The Guards ask how they know soldiers are required, 
and they reply they have seen a proclamation calling on men to enlist. In answer 
to the question ^ who asked you to come *? they reply they come of their own accord. 
The sponsorial uncle then leads them into the next room or second circle, where the 
Guards ask them whence they come, and they reply from the east, and, asked who 
their sponsorial uncle is, they give his name. The Guards then tell them they will 
have hardships to endure and difficulties to encounter in the brotherhood ; tluit they 
will have food consisting of three parts rice and seven parts sand to eat. They reply, 
-"what so many patriotic brothers eat we can eat, Yu iha^ Ketig sha^ Wa sha^ Keng 
Uang^ if there is sand we will farm sand, if no sand we will farm waves*; which is 
Triad cant for ' if there be rice we will eat rice, but if there be no rice we will eat 
<»ngee.' Thej then pass on to the next room or third circle, where a G nard asks them 
which is the harder the sword or their necks, and they reply their necks. The 
^neaning of this is tlua they will rather sacrifice their heads than divulge the secrets 
of the society. Their jackets are then unbuttoned, their right arms and shoulders 
bared, ani three, or six lighted incense sticks put in the hands of each candidate. 
The Vanguard then'hdvances towards them and addresses them thus : — 

The family llucg now meet again. 
Their obligations to maintain. 
With incense hand to hand extend, 
And to the Patriots* Hall ascend. 
Look yonder, where in rows do stand. 
Our Guards and Generals, to command! 
When asked you must your name reveal ; 
Your horoscope you must n*t conceal ; 
When to the Bed Pavilion brought. 
Give all the information sought. 
The Three Rivers will your nature change. 
Henceforth you will with patriots range ; 
All forms complied with t4im and see. 
Where edge with edge the swords agree. 
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Beneath the bridge deep waters roll ; 
Bring three stones to the flood control, 
In the I Ho buy fruit to cat, 
Red peaches, all as honey sweet. 
Next quickly to Yang city hie, 
And to avenge our princes try. 
Our flajfB wc swenr to consecrate, 
With blood of traitors whom we hate. 
Give melon (3) seeds as yon can spare. 
And ne^er forget the oaths yon swear ; 
Your fingers prick and drink the bloo<l. 
And join with ns in brotherhood. 
Incense the new to old endears, 
In brotherhood, ten thousand years. 
Our Patriarchs are five, and each. 
Has officers his will to teach. 
Stroll through Yang city, see the sights, 
Hear music that the henrt delights ; 
Meet our true prince with banners gay. 
And shining pearls, a grand display. 
liCt troops the empire pacify, 
And civil powers their laws apply. 
When heroic Hnngs are grand and great. 
The Mings again will rule our State. 

The Vanguard then conducts the candidates, walking on their knees, to the 
inner door, which is, like the others, guarded, and the following dialogue takes phuts. 

Vanguard. — Guards, inform the Incense Master that Tien Yn Hung of 

Kao-chi conducts several thousands of recruits with provisions to join our army and 

pledge brotherhood with us in the peach garden. They desire to take Hung for 

•their surname. May it please the Incense Master to pray in front of the Five 

Patriarchs' shrine that they may look down on us and approve of otir conduct. 

Guard. The Five Patriarchs command Tien Yn Hung to advance. 

Vattguard. I hnmbly oliey their command. f^ 

Tncemte MasUr. Who are yon ? 

Vanguard. I am Tien Yu Hung of Kao-chi. 

/. U. Nonsense ! There is no person surnamcd Tien. Where were you born ? 

V, I was once a eunuch in the palace of His Majesty Tsing Cheng, and 
Ixscauso of my loyalty and patriotism I am allowed back in life to search for heroea 
fo avenge injuries; to restore the Mings to their country and to avenge tho 
burning of the Shaolin-mooastery. 1 worship Heaven ns father, Earth an 
mother, tho Snn as brother, and tho Moon as sister-in-law. Heaven gave birili 
<o sun Q and moon ^ (^ Ming) to rule by Hung (Hung Wu?), therefore 
I call myself Tien Yu Hung. Heaven protect Hung. 

(S) Cant for money. The Vanguard enters and stands at the two planked bridges below 
Mie arch of swords ; the candidates follow and kned each with the incense sticks clasped lin both 
hands in front. During the ensuing dialogue tho Grass Sandals keep the candidates supplied 
with incense-sUcks as they bum out. 
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/. Jf . What is the proof (4) ? 
V. A verse. 

I'm Tiea Ya Hang Kaochi's delight ; 

I bring recruits our ranks to swell, 
And brotherhood to swear, to-night 

Throaghont the empire Hangs do dwell. 

7. M, What are the surnames of Heaven, Earth, Sun and Moon ? 
V. Of Heaven Hsing, prosperity ; of £arth Wang, Success ; of the Sun Sun ; 
and of the Moon Tang. 

Hsing for Heaven a palace reared ; 
Wang for Earth the empire cheered ; 
Sun Pan was led by the Sun ; 
And the Moon on Monk Tang shone. 

7. H. How many roads have you passed ? 
F. 1 have travelled ten thousand li. 

Ten thousand li across Yiishan, 

The sun my way showed past Lan K^van, 

I've read all books on strategy, 

ril enter and the master see. 

/. 3f. How many men came with yon ? 

V. Three. 

7. 3f, Why did you arrive alone ? 

V. Brother bhieh went before, brother Wan came after, and I walked between. 

I grasped a one-legged club full stout ; 
On Yang-kwan road I felt no doubt ; 
When brothera asked me whence I came, 
I brothers Chieh and Wan did name. 

7. M. From what direction did you come ? 
V. The east. 

The sun and moon o'er Mount Wai rise, 
So to the east we lift our eyes. 
The Fusang cocks the morn proclaim, 
And spit bright pearls of world-wide fame. 

7. 1/. When did you come ? 

V. When the sun was red, and the sun and moon shone on the Eastern Sea. 

From sun and moon much brightness springs, 

An army of brave Hungs do cry. 
Restore the Mings I destroy the Tsings ! 

And patriots we will dignify. 

7. 3£. Did you come by the great road or the small ? 
V. By the great and central. 

(4) Throughout the remaining part of thiu ceremony the conatuiitly recurring ' what is the 
proof ? It is a vene,' wUl be omitted. 
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Oa i*eacking where three roods combined, 
I book the middle, heroes to find ; 
By bonds and oaths to spread the Hang name, 
And to restore the Mings, is my aim. 

/. J/. Since you are the Hung vanguard, tell inc what are yonr books of 
authority ? 

V. I have books on civil and on military affairs. 

/• i/. Whose do you follow in civil and whose practice in military matters? 

V. In civil affairs I follow Confucius and in military Yang Yu-chi. 
/. Jf . AVherc did you study ? 
F. In the Red Flower Pavilion. 

By study in the Red Pavilion, 

Knowledge of state affairs I gained ; 
Filial in poverty I was, 

And loyal when rebellion reigned. 

/. J/. What books did you read and what the theme ? 
V. The ' Ten thousand thousand ptiges ' the book, and ' The waters of the 
• deluge crosswise flow ' the theme. 

*Tho book of myriad pages* Hang*s sous rend, 
And books on war and tactics understood, 
' 1 he deluge crosswise flows,* the words that lead — 
May our true prince soon reign o*er his own land. 

/. M. Where did you practise military art ? 

V. At Shaolin. 

/. If. What do you consider first ? 

V. The Hung family. 

In warfare at Shaolin I drilled, 
In military arts I'm skilled ; 
If we can but the Mings restore. 
Hung heroes will to honors soar. 

/. If. How many bays did you pass on the road ? 

F. The hills were high, therefore I saw no bays. _^^.,.^*— --^ S ^^*^ 

/. If. How many shoals did yon pass ? 

F. The water was deep, therefore Ijm^o rapids. 

I came from beyond the horizon, 

And passed by ten thousand high mounUuns ; 
The loyal no bays cast their eyes on. 

And patriots see no shoal fountains. 

./. if. What is a proof of loyalty and patriotism ? 
F. A loyal minister will not retire, 

Nor will he when his heart's with Mings serve Tsings ; 
All patriots to assist their lord conspire, 

And by brave deeds they will restore the Mings. 
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/. i[. Did you oome by passage boat ? 

V. Yes ; by a ferry boat, 

/.i/. Whose? 

V. The Hung brothera. 

/. M. What passengei-s came ? 

1'. Twenty-one. 

Hung brothel's led roe to the boat, 

Twenty -one men made up the throng, 
The Bnddhas guarded us afloat, 

And fair winds wafted us along. 

/. 31, Did you see what persons and things were on the waccr ? 

r. I saw eight abbots(5), each holding a precious article, floating on the water. 

Ghun^li with magic fan herself conveyed. 

Ten thousand li shone Kwai-li*s burning gourd ; 
Chang Kwo o*er ancient roads his journey made ; 

Tung Pin suspended in mid-air his sword. 

Tsai Ho her basket carried in her hand ; 

Siang Tsze upon his jade flute music played, 
The sound of Kuo Kin's castanets was grand ; 

Sien Ku bestrode a flo(\ting bridge of jado. 

7. J/. What did you see when you got ashore? 

r*. The white storks returning to their nests and the Hung heroes assem- 
bling. 

I. M. Where was this ? 

V. In the Restore Ming mai*ket. 

7. M. What is sold there ? 

r. Five kinds of fruit, five-coloured cloth, five-coloured threads and every- 
thing else. 

7. M, A7hat else is there ? 
r. A Ling Wang temple. 
7. M, For what is that used ? 
r. As a place for the assembling of Hung heroes. 
f. M. What deity is installed there ? 
r. There is a Loyal Patriot's (Kwan-ti's) hall. 
7. J7 What is that place used for? 
r. As a half-way meeting place for Hung heroes. 

The Ling Wane temple's mulberry flowers are fair. 
So myriads come our family name to bear ; 
Another day, when we our Hung chief meet, 
We will all come and pluck the mulberries sweet. 

(.*>) Tlioi»c roferroil to nre the Eight ImiuortiiU w) celubrutoU iu Chiiiuito tftury, uainely^ 
<!hunK-Ii Kuan, Li Tieh-k\rai, Chang Kuo, LU Tungpin, Lau T^aiho, Ilan biangt«/.f and T.sm* 
liuo-kin. 



THB WHITB LOTUS AND OTHER 8ECBET 80CIRTIB8. 41^ 

/. M. Did yon see a small boy as yon iiassed the Restore Ming market ? 

V. He is not u small boy, be is a son of Hanji^. 
/. M. What took place with him ? 

F. I broaght frait for him and he walkcil away to the Folin mountains. 
/. J/. Do you know what he does ? 

F. He guards the Folin Moontaius. 

/. M. He eats people ; how could you pass ? 

F. There was a pri<-st near. 

The Hung lad was born on Mount Lien ? 
What*s to fear in his merciful mien? 
He is hid in tlio temple alone, 
But one day hcMl recover his throne. 

/. M, Did you see a >^irl on the road ? 
V, Not H girl, but a princess. 

The rotten wood in spring will sprout ; 

The Eight Immortals cross the sea ; 
On hoi-scbHck comes our princess out. 

Let home midst pines and cedars be. 

/. i/. What is the proof of pine and cedar grove ? 
F. * A hopeful heart fears not nor frost nor snow ' 

Is an old saying trite and tme you know ; 
To meet our prince we wait beside our door, 
And hope to Tsing subvert and Ming restore. 

/. M. How was the girl dressed ? 

F. She wore u white robe, a wan character head wrapper, and iron-soled gniss 
sandals. In her left hand she carried a flower basket, in her right she held a 
sceptre, and on. her back were precious pearls. She rode a white horse, and always 
went or came, but never stood still. 

/. M. How many pearls were on her back ? 

V. One hundred and eight. 

/. M, There was a tiger on the rood ; how did yon p«8S him ? 

V, I had already asked the t;od of the land, who, s^insr I had thr^ wo»dft 
jioyaiiy and Patriotisn), allowed mo to pass throughout the cmpia*. 

Tigers come if the gods approve. 
To raise up Chu five patriots, strove ; 
All boasts and reptiles take to flight, 
When truth and righteousnc&s niiitc. 

/. M. Did you pss n bridj^e ? 

V. I did. 

/. M. What kind ? 

V, A two-planked one. 

/. M, It used to be a three-planked bridge ; why do you say it has only 
two? 

r. Because at the termination of the Ming ruin the Tsings broke one plank^ 
and it has not y^t been i-cpaii-ed. . It is therefore of two planks. 

/. J/. Of what kind of wood is it ? 
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F. It ifl not of wood. The left plank is of brass and the right of iron. 
/. M. By whom was it made ? 
V. By Chu Kai and Chu Pang. 

A two-planked bridge for troops to pass, 
The right of iron, the left of brass— 
Made for the Hnngs, by the Chu clan, 
Who hasn't crossed is an ontside man. 

/. IT. What was the origin of the two-planked bridge? 

V, AVhen Shaolin monastery was bnrnt, and onr Five Patriaixihs were injured 
hy traitoi*s, Tah-tsnn-yc-ye transformed yellow and black clonds into brass and 
iron planks. 

Yellow 4nd black clouds formed the bridges* floor, 

And live escaped ere it dissolved away : 
At th* incense pot these five together swore 

In the iring cause to all their power display. 

/. M, Do yon know that Shaolin monastery was burnt ? 
F. I do. 

A myriad Hungs with hearts all true, 

Their patriot flag together raise ; 
When comes the day for vengeance due. 

The clonds that formed the bridge we'll pmise. 

7. 3f, How high is this bridge ? 

V. Three chang six feet. Below are the characters subvert Tsing, i*C8tore Ming. 
/. AT. What is there at the head of the bridge ? 
F. A temple to the god of the land. 
/. 3f. Who is that god? 
V, Kelan, the white-robed deity. 
/. M, Ts there a pair of scrolls ? 
V. Yes. 

*Tlic wind sweeps ull dust away from the happy (full) ground ; 
No trouble or annoyance comes into the virtuous (teh) house." 

There was once an old man on the sonthern hill. 

At the head of a bridge he bold heroes sougLu. 
Heroes come to buy fruit at Fuh-teh*s shrine still ; 

Turn around and a glimpse of the old man is oauglit. 
A J/. What else is there ? 
F. On one side an I Hoh shop. 
/. J/. Is there a p;iir of scrolls ? 
V. There is. 

* Those who contend with Tsing to gain the State ai*c Hung ; 
Heaven will not allow secrets to be divulged.' 

/. J/. What is there for sale in the I Hoh shop ? 

V. Fruit. 

/. J/. Which fruit is considered chief ? 

F. Wan-shou, then peaches, plums, dates and cherries. 
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The wau-slion fruit is deeply red ; 

The peaches* heart is redder still ; 
Before the floods we these do spread. 

With dates and plums their shrines we fill. 

/. M. Whose mA the capital of the I Hoh shop ? 
V. Wu Ch'eng Kuei's. 

Ch*eng Kuci's heart \Tas staunch as iron or stone ; 
With his son he fled to the road alone ; 
His good fruit was not for profit sold, 
What he sought to gain were heroes bold. 

/.J/. Who sells the fruit? 
F. Hsieh Pangheng. 

Pangheng near the temple sold ripe fruit. 
That he might true-hearted men recruit ; 
Twenty-one cash he charged for each pile ; 
Eat peaches and win onr prince*s smile. 

L M, What is the price of fruit? 
r. Twenty-one cash. 

On the bridge, with twcnty-onc c;ish in his hand, 
To seek heroes loyal and brave, he did stand ; 
When the loyal ate, they became robust, 
Hnt when traitors, all their bones turned to dust. 

T. M, Who was this fruit handed down by ? 
r. The Five Patriarchs, 

The five coloui^ fruits that in Muyang we meet, 
Our founders did plant for their followers to ciit ; 
The loyal mau eats and a brother becomes ; 
But the traitor who cats to death soon succumbs. 

T, 31. How many peaches and how many plnms are there ? 
V. Thirty-six i)eachcs and seventy-two plums. 

There thirty-six |)caches we always find, 
And seventy-two plums of the rarest kind : 
Should any one ask the total score. 
Say a hundred and eight can empire restore. 

/. M. Did yon see what there was in the centre of the bridge ? 

r. Yes, a Kwan-ti temple. 

/. Jf. Was there a pair of scrolls I 

V. Yes. 

Even the Yellow River has its pure day^ ; 
Why not the sons of Hung their good time ? 
Patriotic and brave was Yiin Chang(6) of yore. 

Brothers join and his loyalty imitate ; 
Bring incense and Buddha pniise and adore : 
And patiently for a Ming emi)eror wait. 
(6) YUnchung one of the names of Kwan-ti. 
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/. U. What is at the end of the bridge ? . . 

V. A Kaan Yin temple. 

/. If. Ib there a pair of scrolls ? 

F. Yes. 

A shaking'trembling traceless shadow ; 
Airs complete ; observe the snn is red. 

From paradise came the goddess most compassionate ; 
Rise Hnngs and the barl)arian Tsings annihilate ; 
Kill all those who beneath the Munchu lianncrs fight, 
And help the Chu house to regain its ancient right. 

/. J/. Did yon see how many rails the bridge had ? 
F. One hnndi*ed and eight. 

/. J/. Did yon come over or nnder the bridge? 

F. Brothers Chioh and Wan were on gnard on the bridge ; I came nnder it. 

/. M, How did yon pass snch deep water ? 

F. The tide ebbs and flows, to-day the weather was fairly fine and the water \va.H 
neither deep nor shallow, but floweil in the shape of an eight, J\. So I took 
three pieces of red marble to walk on, and in twenty-one steps crossed at the foot of 
the character eight(7). 

Eight myriad good brothers crossed over there. 
Of twenty-one cash I took the first share. 
At the three-planked bridge a long cash was strung ; 
Unite these and see the chai*acter Hung. 

/. M, How was it that amongst so many Hung bi*cthrcn yon were first ? 
F. The Five Patriarchs allowed me to go on horseback or as I wished, so who 
. conld hinder me from iiassing the bridge first ? 

/. M, Do you know how many long cash there are at the end of the bridge 

F. Take five coloured paper and long cosh cut, 
liCt the Hung oaths tower towards the sun. 
If the number, of cash be sought, say they*re hut 

Three myriad eight thonsnnd and twenty-one(8>. 

/. M. Did you come by road or bridge ? 
F. One can come cither way. 
T. J/. Perhaps you came by passage boat ? 
F. One may also come that way. 

/. II. How far did you come before taking passage boat ? 
F. About five \)0 three lis. 
/. J/. Wiiat |xi8sage boat wharf did you start from ? 

F. Tliat of the river Wu-lnng at Chang-sha-wan entrance, where the white 
clouds join the horizon over the Fnsangland. 

(7) In tkU way they 8h(»w the character |m^ I [uiii; ; thiu y three piorei* ^£{^ tweiity- 
une itkepS t\ eight. 

(8) The chnnict.r ]^. 
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From Wn-lung's scenes ft cbarm sublime there springs, 
From many a flower that blooms and bird t\\Ai sings ; 
There mountain streams like dragons, murmur low, 
Or else like tigci*s, loudly roaring flow. 

/. M. Who owns the passage boat ? 

V, The Hung brethi*en. 

/. 3f. Who collect?* the money ? (IJT* ||.) "^'^ *'**" (thieves' slang for, to- 
levy black mail). 

r. The brothers (-Iiieh and Wan. 

/. J/. Who are cc nccaled in the hold ? 

i'. Hung brethren. 

/. Jf. Of what wood is the hold made ? 

V, Of jKUich woo.l on the left and pinm-wood on the right. 

A 3r. Who is in the bows? 

r. The old male pilot. 

A. JA What is his name ? What countryman is he ? When was ho born ? 

V. Named Tsiaog Teh-t*ai, a native of Ta-chung in Fokien, and he was born ou 
the flfteonth day of the lirst month. 

/. J/. Wh(» was in the sl^rn? 

r. The old female pilot. Her name is T»v) Tiin-ching, she is a native of Hai- 
tang in the Hueichou prefecture, and she was born on the fifteenth day of the eighth 
month. 

/. M. What is considered greatest in the boat V 

y, Thu red flag. 

Our red flag images the setting sun : 

To sweep the dust our heroes have begun, 

The four great worthies come to guard the throne, 

While dragons help our chief to win his own. 

/. 31, What is considereil most precious on the boat ? 
V, Bright i>earl8(0). 

Hright |)carls were high on the red mast displayed ; 
Five-coloured flags the setting sun jiortrayed ; 
A fair tide ran, and gentle bre(»zes blew 
The boat, as on towards Kaochi it divw. 

I, 3L How maiiy holds has the lM»at ? 
F. Three. 
.T. J/. What is in the foie-hoid? 
r. Red rice and sweet siignr cane. One to stay hunger and the other to 
quench thirst. 

/. 31, What is in the second hold ? 

V, Five kinds of fruit. 

/. 31. What is in the third hold ? 

I'. Five shades of red thread and ten thousand other tilings. 

/. 31. What is in the cabin ? 

1'. Military books and the precious sword. 

(0) f'hv ponrip, hns tlio Mtiio itoiind oh Chu^Ww Hiirnniiio of the Miliar nilorH, mid Hrlsht 
|N*nrlii has the pninu huiiikI us Miiij; I'liu mid U u.^od in i\\v doiiMo m'liiir. 
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T. 3f. How many awnings are there ? 

V. Five. 

/. Af. How many ropes? 

F. Thirty-six. 

/. M. How many masts ? 

V. Three. 

/. AT. How many oars ? 

V. Twenty-one. 

/. M. Why are there twenty-one ? 

V. There is one for brother Ohieh, one for brother Wan, one for brother Hunj; 
-4nul one each for the Eighteen Disciples of Bnddha. 

/. ^f. How many sails are there? 

V. I saw one sail. 

/. 3/. How wide was it ? 

F. It was pointed all around and three chang six feet wide. 

/. M. Who were the trackers ? 

F. The fonr Great Protectoi-s of Buddhism. 

(The four gods who guanl the second door in Buddhist temples). 

/. 1/. What gods were on board ? 

V. The Holy Kwanti, the Prince Kwan Ping, General Ohou Ts'ang, the Lady 
•(Juccn of Heaven, and the Wave-sub-duing General. 

/. 3[. To where did the boat go ? 

V. To the junction of the 1\\vqm rivers. 

/. M. The water is deep and rapid, how did you i>ass ? 

V, The Bnddhas assisted. 

For leagues and leagues the families were few. 

And the white clouds hung low above Changsha ; 
Wo sailed until three rivei's came in view, 

Fair wind accompanied us to Ghunghua. 

/. J/. Whei-c did you anchor? 

F. At the mart of tlniversal Peace. 

For Univei*8al Peace we steered ; 

The compass pointing south ne*cr lied ; 
Our cargo in I Ho appeared. 

And uencc Hung iamilics supplied. 

/. M. What is written above the ciistern gate of the city ? 
F. Sun and Moon shine on Hungs. 
/. il/. Who guards that gate ? 
F. Han Ming. 

Han Ming is the guard of the eastern gate ; 

.loin braves and the Tsiugs we'll exterminate ; 
The Five Patriarchs will avenge our wrong, 

And help to root out the barbarian throng. 

/. J/. What is written above the western gate ? 

F. Distinguish the two passages. 
/. J/. Who is the guard ? 

F. Han Fuh. 
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Hau Fnh is the gnnrd of the western gate ; 
Slay the slavish troops of Tsinjr, whom we hate. 
The empire was lost through injustice and crime ; 
But 'twill be restored at the destined time. 

/. iV. What is written above the southern gate? 
r. The bubbling spring of Pingchou. 
/. M. Who is the guard ? 
F. Cheng Tien. 

Cheng Tien is the guard of the southern gate. 
Re valiant and riches accumulate ; 
Eternally lasts a i)atriot*8 name ; 
Brothers follow the four of eminent fame. 

T, M. What is written above the northern gate ? 
V. Illustrious in after years. 
/. II. Who is the guard ? 
V. Li Chang-kuo. 

Chang-kuo is the guard of the northern gate, 

His family arc safe and he trusts to fate ; 

Though folks live to a hundred, they worry and grieve ; 

Henceforth help our prince to the empire relieve. 

/. J/. What is there in the ^lart of Universal Peace? 
V. A Muyang city. 
r. AT. Who built Muyang city t 

V. Tii Shih-min(lO) of the Tang dynasty, and it was afterwards rcpaii-ed by 
Wan Yiin-lung. 

Let the Northern Peck, Muyang represent ; 
The bond of the five was a rare event ; 
The empii*e has now what Tang handed down ; 
Renew and proclaim its ancient renown. 

/. M. By which door did you enter, and by which leave ? 

V. I entered by the eastern door and left by the western. 

r. J/. Why did you not go by the north and south ? 

• . Decause I came from tue ease co go west. 

/". M, How many enclosures are there iu Muyang city ? 

There were formerly five ; but since the bond of patriotism three. 

Three walls do Muyang's city's bounds define — 
Come myriads, aid our patriot design, 
Which will succeed when sun and moon do meet (H) ; 
We're Hungs e'er since our royal line's dcfcjit. 

L M. Do you know the height of the city walls ? 
V, They are higher than sight reaches. 
/. J/. What bricks are they built of? 
F. Of green outside and red inside. 



.(H») Aflorwfinls ciniKiror uiiJtT the iminn of T'al 1>uiig. 
fin To form Minir. 



(11) To form Miiiff, 
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/. M. What is considered greatest in the city ? 
V, The red lamp. 

Our Muyang city is three stories high, 
Its cntraDces four loyal men defend ? 
If asked the largest thing to specify, 

Say "tis the red lamp in the centre,' friend. 

J. M, Who are considercil honourable ? 
I'. Tlie I'ive Patriarchs. 

From the Five Patriarchs we all have sprnng, 
Our five divisions all are surnamed Hung. 
If asked which day is reckoned most complete, 
Say ' that when the Hung brethren will all meet.* 

T, JUL What are considered the signals ? 
r. The five-coloured flags. 

The five-coloured flags all match with the red. 
All families to live together arc led. 
Piao, Shou, Ho and Tung with the Hop unite. 
To protect our prince and set China right. 

/. J/. What is considered precious? 
F*. lied rice. 

Yang ci:y is provisioned with red rice, 

To feed the Flower Pavilion's jwtriot band. 
For the Hung Prince and chiefs it will suffice, 

AVhen all the Hungs in peace enjoy the land. 

/. M. What is considered proof of brotherhood? 
I'. The blood drinking. 

Drink blood and with true hearts the Five adore ? 

Our oath*s like that beneath the |Xiach tree sworn(ll!), 
Irrevocable is the oath we swore 

And binds us more than if from one womb born. 

/. J/. How is the oath adniinistei-cd ? 
V. 1h' breaking a basin. 

Dash the basin to ])ieces now ! 

liCt the brethren in grandeiii live, 
True and loyal to every vow ; 

Assistance to the Hung house .i;ivc. 

/. 3/. What uonlirms the oath ? 

r. The l)eheauling of A Ch*i(ia). (15y cutting the cock's head off;. 

There is a corpse outside the city gate ; 

Hrothers, these tidings widely circulate, 

The l)a.s<j man did in treachery excel, 

And licnce l)encath a thousand knives he fell. 

(12) r»y llii* ln'nM?.s Kwaii Vii, Liu W\ and Uliaiig IVi. 

(i:0 'i'lin cock \a cnllcMl A Cli'i »cveii, iii alhisioii to the traitor Ma l-fuli. >vlio one- 
riuikcil hcveiith alllOll^^^t tlic Sliaoliiii; monks. 
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L M. Do you know the uauic of A Ch*i ? 
T^ Yea ; Ma 1-fuh. 

The traitor Ma yon must not intitate, 
We killed that man our flag to conserratc ; 
'Tis hoped from deeds like his you will refrain. 
And shnn his fate, ere all remorse is vain. 

/. M. Where do you reside in the city ? 

F. At the United Patriots' shop in Loyalty Street. 

The patriot's R'.iop'a in Ix)yalty Street, 

Where all in harmony combine ; 
For Rale there's everything complete; : 

The Octajfon'8(14) a well known sign. 

/. M. Do you know how many stixjets there are in Muyang ? 
F. Three largo streets, twenty-one small streets, and [lossing thn)Ugh. iit 
varions directions one hundred and eight other streets. 

If asked, in ' Mnyang are how many streets? ' 

iSny *■ the great and small arc crossed by four roads.' 

If nsked * which is the widest street one meets ? ' 

Say * in lioyalty Street are the best alKxles.' 
/. 3f. D(» you know how many houses thei-e are in Muyang? 
V, One hundred and eight. 
/. 3f, Ifow many are occupied ? 

V, The Five Patriarohs occupy firo, the rest are kept for the Hung brethren, 
when they restore the Mings. 

There are mansions one hundred and eight, 
And all front on the Three Kivcrs Bay ; 

Restore Ming with its fashions and State, 

And at Chinlan(15) a while we will stay. 
7. J/. How many hearths are there ? 
V. Five. 

/. M, How many wells arc there ? 
V. Five. 

/. 3f, Some have drinking water, which have wate** and which have none? 

r. The eastern dua-i/i, or wood, has no water, the southern J'itffHinf/^ or fire,, 
has no water, the western A>/?//-//-^//i, or metal, has no water, the northern Jcn-knci. 
or water, has water, and in the centre there is a dragon spring. 

In the east Chia'ffi[\W\ or wood, holds sway. 
In the south Ping-fiiff/(\{j), or fires, disniav. 
In the west Kf')if/'/mn{\{j)^ or metals, lie. 
In the north Jn)'kHn\\(\), or water, is high. 
In the centre J/rto-f/*i(l()), complete apjwai-s, 
The Yin year revolves ten million years. 
(U) Meaning the certificate <»f iiiembenhip. 

(t'O ^^g 19 ChinluH aiv two of the chnracter.'* which distinguish the Kwan^^tinig Triniln 
from thoso of other provincei«. 

(Hi) These nre the ton steiiiii of the Chinese cvch* of !*ixty years and thn rh-uicidj* tlu-y 
are connected with, and weni to be introiliiced here ns a hit of chnrlatanic mummery. 

11 
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T, M. Do yon know if there is a iwnd ? 

I '. Thoro uro three. 

/. II, What fish arc bred ? 

1^ The two-tailed stone carp. 

In the three ponds stone carp we always feed. 

And from their tails a letter * eight' J\ docs spront ; 
They eitlier liide l)eneath the floating weed, 

Or leap the Dragon Gate, and pearls spit ont. 

/. J/. How many fields are there in the city ? 

r. Three in front nnd fonr in rear, of one mn cjich. 
/. M. What grain is jrrown ? 

r. Glutinous, rcd-eured, and soft red rice. 

All things in Muyang city grow ; 
But red rice makes the finest show. 
If liskcd how many mn upfxiar, 
Therc're three in front and four in rear. 

f, M, Have yon worshipped the city deity yet ? 
V. Yes. 

/, M. Do you know what is over the temple door ? 
K. There are the words *seud down blessings from Heaven.' 
/. M, Yon have been in the Loyal Patriots' Hull ; what chumcters are over the 
door? 

r. The fonr chanicters ^ ^ ^ ^ tzUijan kwainj chi mercifnlly fnnikly 

give. 

^lercifnlhy with an immortal's heart,(17) 
So act as ne'er from purity to jwirt ; 
l^Vankly before High Heaven to Buddha bend, 
Give way for the immortals to attend. 

/. M. What objects and how many of them are there in Muyang city ? 
K. In Muyang city there's a Duke Kwan's shrinc,(18) 

There Wan Ynn-lnng. Five Tigera, and Kwan-yin all shine. 

There 'it3 pens, ink, betel, and tobacco there. 

And candles bright, and flowers for gods to wcm*, 

;\.ha':u.«», nii»»;or. and heaven ineasuriiig fulc. 

Bananas, plums, and other fruit to coul. 

The Ming star steelyard, shield, bright precious sword. 

Scales, scissors, fan, and thread, in the |)cck are stored. 

Sun, moon and soven-stai-s flags, on left and right, 

And our chiefs' mandate villagei-s to cite ; 

Wine, vegetables, beasts for sjicrificc, 

And rod umbrella, in the centre lies. 

There 're peach and plum trees, with our clan Ixjncath, 

And gay five-coloured flags our mnks inwreathc ; 

Tliere is for use provision adef|uate, 

And strings uf lamps the whole illuminate. 

(^17) 111 the original the characters tz^ujan kwomj chi each begin a liiift. 
<I8) Kwaiig-ti the god of war. 
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/. M. Vanguard, lead in the candidabefl. 

Set Chicb and J guard bhc Uuusr gates ; 
('Onic where three rivers do unite, 
To Mujang eity come to-uighi ; 
In pairs the bandies are alight, 
fiike Pleiades the lamjis arc bright, 
AVitliin the city are flags and arms. 
In the pavih'on fruit that charms ; 
Three Bnddluis Kaochi^s temple gmce, 
And the Patriots' Hall a warrior race. 
Come candidates, attention pay. 
To what your teacher lias to say. 
Come jump the fieiy ditch, and find 
I'cjice, harmony, and fame combined. 
AVhen asked concerning Hung and Chu, 
Restore the Mings must be your cue. 

The Five Patriarchs command yon to conduct the cindidates into the city. 
You must not bring traitors. 

r^ I obey. 

The Patriarchs a banner gave — 
Our brothers all arc true and brave ; 
Now come with me you candidates, 
Eiich son of Hung for vengeance wait:?. 

The Vanguard then lends the candidates further into the lodge, until they are 
under the bridge of swords, where they remain, still on their knees and grasping tiie 
incense sticks while the Incense Master delivers the following addi^ess, or prayer : 

* In adversity and prosperity we await the true decree that Heaven, Earth, and 
every part of the universe may aid in restoring the Ming and exterminating the 
Imrbariau Tsing dynasty. 

* We humbly pray ye Imjierial Heaven and Sovereign Earth ; yc Spirits of the 
Hills and Stre.uns, and Land and Grain ; ye Six l^Ialiirnant Spirits ; ye Spirits of the 
<rrouud and of the Veins of the earth ; and ye Five Dragon Spirits of the five ix»gions. 
Tosrether with Tiiu-tinsr, Tiiu-chia. the AtUMidant Spirits. ;ni(l all the Holy ones who 
im5w tnrongli boundless space, di-nw nenr us now, we entreat ye all. 

* Since the creation everything luw pro8|)ercd, and what the ancients knew they 
transmitted for the instruction of succeeding ages. 

* You again assemble around your Incense Master, who introduced you among 
the patriots. We announce and swear to Imperial Heaven that we will live and die 
together. To-night we conduct sevenil novices into this Heaven and Earth Associa- 
tion(lO), to take Hung for their surname, Chin-Ian for their name, and our fa^nily 
for their family. Like those of old in the peach garden, we pledge brotherhood, 
considering loyalty and sincerity the basis, kindness and righteousuess the ruling 
principles, and filial love and obedience of primary importance. .Vfter joining the 
Hung family wo are to regard each other as members of the same body ; waiting for 

(19) lining Wiinglnii. 
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mutual assistance and rolying on each others* faith and generosity, even more than if 
born of the sumo pircnts. No distinction of thine and mine can be allowed here. 

* To-night we worship Heaven as our father, Earth as our mother, the Sun a& 
onr elder brother, and the Moon as onr sister-in-law. We worship the Five Patriarchs, 
the Fii"st Patriarch, Wan Yihi-lung, the elder brothers Ohieh and Wan, and the whole 
line of jMist membci-s of the Hung family. To-night we kneel in front of the incense 
vessel, cleanse our hetuls, and swciir, cut our fingers, mix our blood, take the niingled- 
blood drinking oath, and swear— to live and die united for the good of our sworn 
brotherhood. 

* All must look on tlie Ch^ow('20) hour of the twenty-fifth day of the seventh 
month of the Cliia-yln year as their time of birth. In replying to questions, when 
verbally put the ritual must be adhered to, and when put by hands only three fingers 
should bu used. 

* Further as throughout the two(21) capitals and thirteen provinces all are as of 
one and the same body, so all should enjoy each other's happiness and share each 
other's troubles (21'), awd never show estrangement. 

*Now in this . . . year of the reigning emperor we see that at Court the 
prince is no prince, and the ministei-s no ministers ; that the empire is greatly changed, 
and the he^irts of the people confused ; and that there is a heavenly inanifestaition of 
an early l^*storatiou of the Ming and the extirpation of the barbarian Tsing dynasty. 
We thereforc resolve to ciirry out the decree of our first Incense Master, Chen Chin-nan, 
and establish a jiavilion, and inside erect a bridge, open a Univei-sal Peace market,^ 
pnvctise plays, and send forth Tien Yu Hung, to travel over the five lakes and four 
seas, to seek and bring together valiant heroes, and to lead them into Muyang city, 
to join hands burn incense, and swear un oath as unalterable as the hills and seus. 

'Those of you who are novices are bound to perform your duty in your allotted 
Hphere, and act in obedience to Heaven. Those who obey Heaven prosper and those 
who disobey Heaven perish. Restore, then, the empire to the Ming line and avenge 
the wrongs of former gencmtious. Avenge the wrong inflicted by burning the 
Shao-lin monastery! Avenge the great defeat of the patriarch Wan! When these 
wrongs are avenged, the Mings restored, and the empire turned over to a true 
Heaven-sent ruler, those who assisted their country in establishing universal ])eace 
shall be ennobled for a myriad ages, and their posterity shall fionrish. While those 
who auc tniitora shall perish beneath the sword and their race become exti;ict. Only 
the loyal and pjitriotic shall enjoy everlasting felicity ! 

8ee our embroidered quilt 's on young Hung laid ; 

All know our cjuilt of colours five is made. 

First nature moved and brought forth Heaven and Earth, 

From which spmn^i: I[ungs, all one in pulse from biith ; 

The universe to Mings 'will give their right, 

To help the cause step in, with Hungs unite. 

( 'onsider all things well ei*e you decide. 

And act as opportunities shall guide. 

The unalterable oath, pray, ne'er forget — 

liook up and see the god above us set. 

Citi) From I to 3 a.m. 

(J I) A» during the Ming dynasty, when the empire was divided into thirteen provincci. 

(22) Till* exi>reii:fion il>hhI i:>, riilc each other*^ horses. 
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^Hoiy Fub-tcli, protector of the people, excellent and famed for a thousand age» 
for thy abundantly displayed divine ffraciousncss ; and faithful Ghung-i, the ten 
thoasand yeara hero, raiser and assembler of the valiant, we now in compliance with 
our Five Patriarchs* command swear brotherhood in the blood-tasting oath of our 
society. Our brother Hung Ting now introduces a candidate named . . . into 
the Hung family. Hay the gods, in their wisdom and glory, make matters clear tiO 
the thoughtful and to all believers, no matter how unworthy in their human rehitionship^ 
who dwell in this central land. We accept our birth from Heaven and Earth and feel 
grateful to the sun and moon for shining on us. We venture now to inutate the 
righteous comptict formed in the peach garden in the time of the Three Kingdoms* 
and th« swearing of the blood -drinking oath of the Five Princes. We humbly pray 
and trust that all the intelligent and discerning gods will look down on us while we 
take the thirty Hsix oaths instituted to make manifest the truthfulness of our hearts.^ 

Two Grass Sandals now step forward and receive from the Incense Master a 
scroll of yellow paper, nearly six feet long by two feet wide, on which the thirty-six 
oaths are written. This piece of paper is usually embellished with a picture of two 
dragons contending for a pearl on the right[side, and by one of two phocnices contending 
for a pearl on the left side. The upper and lower borders arc generally adorned with 
rude drawings of flowers and biids. The words 'subvert Tsing restore Ming* are 
written, one character in each corner, on the back. After receiving this scroll they 
open it, and one kneels on his right knee and holds one end of it in his right hand, 
while the other kneels on his left knee and holds the other end in his left hand. The 
Incense Master and all the other members kneel while he reads off the thirty-six oaths, 
which are as follows :— 

1 . After entering the Hung doors, esteem filial piety and obedience to parents 
as most important. Dwell in harmony with your neighbours. Do not in any way 
oppose your parents, nor commit adultery, nor act lewdly, nor offend against propriety 
or disturb your neighbours. May thone who disregard these injunctions die by being 
sliced with knives into ten thousand pieces. 

2. After entering the Uung doors, your brethren's parents become your 
parents, and your brethren's wives and daughters become your sisters-in-law and nieces. \' 
If any commit adultery or act improperly with them, may they die by a thon- / " 
isand knives or perish by len cnousand wounds. 

8. After entering the Hung doors, you nnist be loyal to your chief, and not blab 
Ijo your father, sim, brother, or other pei-sons, nor tell them when Heaven's time for 
action comes. Mny the Five Patriarchs look down on and be witnesses ngainst those 
who disregard this injunction. 

4. After enterinu the Hung doors, fidelity and constancy are most e8S9ntiaI. 
Yon must not for the sake of reward get outsiders to arrest a brother, nor inform 
ngainst him, nor point him out to the government soldiers that they may arrest him. 
May Heaven and Earth join to extirpate those who offend against this injunction. 

5. After entering the Hung doors, the virtuous, worthy, upright, and just 
men, whom all salute as Gi*eat Brothers must not presume on their gi-eatuess / 
to oppress the humble. When the brethren have business, it must be transacted Y 
straightforwardly and justly. May those who disobey this injunction die beneath a 
thousand knives or perish of ten thousand wounds. 
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6. After ontering the Hnng doors, in your intercourse a patriotic spirit and 
umtuttl respect and love mnst be shown. None must pi*esnino on their wealth to 
insult the poor, nor on their strength to insult the weak. None must regard with 
scorn or oialiciously injure a brother. May thosa who disobey this injunction 
die in the uproar of battle. 

7. After entering the Hung doors, you must not cause shame and ridicnle, by 
(telling outsiders our ritual, signs, test words, and responding verses. May thnnder 
strike and fire consume those who disobey this injunction. 

8. After entering the H ung doors, all brethren must elect the wise and discern- 
ing to be Instructors. Be not remiss in this, for skilfully written books and secret 
papers arc re(]uireil. ^fay the gods look down on and judge those who disobey this 
injunction. 

9. After entering the* Huns: doors, all brethren are expected tosubscrjbe money 
for the festival on the twonty-fifth day of the seventh month, for Duke Tuh-t8ung*s 
birthday anniversary, on the ninth day of the ninth month, and for sacrificial clothing 
for the relief of neglected spirits, lilay the Five Patriarchs look down on and judge 
those who refuse to subscribe. 

10. After entering the Hung doors, all brethren arc warned that if on vessels or 
on the highway they see the secret sign of the Hung family shown by a brother, they 
must not steal from him in open day nor rob him by night. May those who disobey 
this injnnction i)erish from ten thousand wounds. 

11. After entering the Hung doors, no matter whether industrious labourers, 
diligent students, scholars, farmers, mechanics, merchants, physicians, diviners, 
astrologers, geomancers, physiognomists, actors, singers, executionci-s, lictors, Con- 
fncianists, Buddhists, or Taoists, you must not get drunk and by fighting and riotous 
eonduct cause trouble. May the gods look down on and judge those who disobey 
this injunction. 

12. After entering the Hung doors, you must be frugal and complaisant in con- 
trolling your families. One brother must always repay what he borrows from another. 
May the Five Patriarchs look down on and judge those who borrow and do not repay. 

18. After entering the Hung doors, how do we know that amongst so many 
membei-s something may not happen to some of us? If any day a brother gets into 
trouble and any of you are able to save him and do not, nor inform him that he may 
<»cape, may thunder from every ])oint annihilate you. 

14. Affcr entering the Hung doors, it is the duty of the Iron Soles, if a letter 
arrive saying that brethren in a distant place are in trouble, to take it at once into 
our family. No matter whether it blows or rains, or if it is late at night, the infor- 
mation must be communicated. May those who disobey this injunction be annihilated 
by thunder from every point. 

15. After entering the Hnng doors, if you have to keep guard or watch over a 
place, you must not steal, nor allow others to steal. If any of you act unlawfully in 
this, may thunder from every point annihilate you. 

1 6. After entering the Hung doors if you have no trouble yon must not, in 
order to obtain subscriptions, pretend you have, nor swindle your brethren, nor must 
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you presume on your strength to compel tbem to lend bo you. May those who 
disobey this injunction die from blows with clubs. 

17. After entering the Hung doors, if a brotlier happens to go to your hou<o« 
detain him to rest and supply him with drink. Show him no disrespect. Whether V 
of the same village or of different villages, we are all of one body. May the gods \ 
look down on and judge those who disobey this injunction. 

18. After entering the Hung doors, if you meet a brother in difficnlties rescue 
him, and if in sickness assist him, and should a brother's gre^it reckoning (death) come, \ 
subscribe money for his ooflliu. May thunder from every point annihilate those ^ ' 
who disobey this injunction. 

10. After entering the Hung doors, if you hear or know of a letter arriving 
for a brother from a brother in another province, you must immediately inform liim, \ 
nnd if money or other valuables bo sent, you must not stealthily appropriate it. Ihy 
those who fail to deliver to the proper person pro|)erty that is so sent, die beneath i% 
thousand knives of ten thousand wounds. 

20. After entering the Hung doors, if your circumstances change (i./?., if y«rii 
happen to be robbed), you must at an early date give information and show the secret 
signal ; but without (ransing any alarm. May those who mb a brother of the Hung 
family perish by clubs in a fight. 

21. After entering the Huuc^ doors, you must carefully conceal the purse and 
little ticket (certificate of membership and books of the society) and bear in mind . 
and take heed that you do not divulge the secret signs given by the mother (by 
mother we mean the Incense Master). May the Five Patriarchs look down on aud 
judge those who disobey this injunction. 

22. After entering the Hong doors, yon must not disi*cgard'tho sympathy you 

felt at the time of pledging brotherhood. May Heaven and Earth join to annihilate X 
those who devour their brethren, or swindle a brother, or intrigue to obtain a ^ 
brother's property. 

23. After entering the Hung doors, you are taught to get on in life by just 
trade. If a brother \\m money and refuses to lend it to you, you muit not harb>nr 
ro^sentraent. You must not force a brother to buy of you or sell to you. May the 
Five Patriarchs look down on and judge those who disobey this injunction. 

24. After entering the Hung doors, you are taught that in the affairs of the 
Hung family, a chief manager in his tmusactions must not borrow the public funds 
for his private use, nor misappropriate the entmnce fees of new members. May 
thunder from all points annihilate those who so misappropriate the funds. 

25. After entering the Hung doors, you must wear mourning for a parent 
three years, after which, if your mother be alive, you may undertake the management 
of matters. May those who disobey this injunction be drowned in rivers or seas 
and find interment in fishes' bellies. 

26. After entering the Hung doors, on the completion of ten months, yon are 
eligible for a minor office and after two years for the office of Vanguard. Those who 
are loyal in bringing in members must not accept bribes. May thunder from all 
points annihilate those who disobey this injunction. 



X 
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27. After entering the Hang doors, if anywhere the brethreu observe the sign 
X^ that the Hnng family are going to fight with non-inenibers, they ronst assist. If 

any join in the battle and retreat, or pretend they did not know of the fight, may 
they die of ten thousand wounds from a thousand knives, 

28. After entering the Hung doora, and swearing oni* fearful oaths, you roust 
not retnrn to your homes and prepare offerings of incense in the presence of Heaven, 
to the powerful spirits to remove your guilt. Heaven must extirpate those who 
disobey this injunction. 

20. After entering the Hung doora, if any of you appropriate the new mem- 
bers* first month's subscriptions, instead of sending them to the Incense Master, 
may you meet the fate of Ma I-f .ih and \^r\sh l>eueath a thousand knives. 

80. After entering the Hung doors, under every circumstauce you must behave 
consistently as brothers. Should a brother entrust his wife or son with you, you 
must not wickedly appropriate her or him to yourself. May thunder kill and fiixs 
consume those who di8ol)ey this injunction. 

31. After entering the Hung doors, you must not by cross words or crooked 
talk ruin the Incense Master ; nor may an Incense Master wickedly scheme to injure 
other brothers. May the Five Patriarchs look down on and judge those who disobey 
this injunction. 

32. After entering the Hung doors, you must not to obtain your desires injure 
a brother. If a bi*other has money to lend and refuses to lend to you, you must 
not scheme to injure him. May those who disobey this injunction be unlucky and 
uuprosperous. 

38. After entering the Hung doors, do not in all things put reliance in scheming 
talebearers, nor listen to the talk of mean persons. If a brother breaks the laws, let 
all the brethren come and settle the matter in public, without, by using cross words 
and crooked language in front of the Incense Master, adding fuel to the fire. May 
the gods look down on and judge those who disobey this injunction. 

84. After entering the Hnng doors, traitors ond turn-coats are cudgled, but 
the loyal and patriotic are not beaten. If a brother offends, let all the brethren 
discuss his case and punish him, and if he harbours resentment or disobeys this 
injunction, may the gods look down on and punish him. 

86, After entering the Hung doora, if a member offend in anything he must 
suffer punishment himself, and not turn round and incriminate others. May those 
who disobey this injunction be annihilated by thunder from every point. 

80. After entering the Hnng doors, yon must not marry, commit adultery 
with or kidnap and sell deceased brothers' widows, so that, in after days, your children 
and grandchildren may marry with theirs according to propriety, and be fortunate,, 
prosperous, and'ever rich and honourable, with prosperous children and grandchildren 
to succeed them. 

The loyal patriot joins our band. 

And long lives happy with his wife. 
When joins one of the traitor brand, 

Serpents or tigers take his life. 
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Fall by the knife all men foraworn ! 

Let perjured women in childbiilh die ! 
Don't think these oaths of force are shorn ; 

There are discerning gods on high. 
Witnesses be ye gods, we pray, 

Protect onr brotherhood for aye.(23) 

The members and candidates all rise, and the latter are conducted to the 
tripod incense vessel, in front of the Five Patriarchs* shnne, where each candidate 
inserts an incense-stick in the vessel and says :— 

By this incense-stick in this censer, I swear, 

To all Mongols^kill and never one spare, 

Throngh onr brotherhood the Ghns shall command, 

And the Mings inherit and rnle their own land. 

Each inserts another incense stick and says : — 
Ijet the incense from this censer ascend. 
And blessings and honor our business attend ; 
All the Mongol Tartars exterminate. 
And on Uungs imperial favonrs wait. 

Each then inserts his last incense-stick and says : — 
liet this incense ascend and nil heaven pervade. 
While we join 'gainst Tsiug in a swoni crnfsiule. 
We combine like those in the peach plot of yoiv, 
To the loyal to peace and enjoyment restore. 

Each then takes back his three incense-sticks and the Incense Master says : — 
Gome stick your incense in and swear — 
And that yon break no oath beware ; 
Swear you'll a Chinese prince protect, 
And ne'er show treacherous neglect. 

Each candidate then dips his incense-sticks in a bowl of water near the inocnsa 
vessel, and as they are extinguished in the water, says, * May my life go out like the 
lire of these incense-sticks if I prove a traitor or false to my oath.' 

The thirty-six oaths are then placed in the incense veixiCu i»nd i.u« i;aii(liui»a:» 
are sworn by the breaking of a basin.. The Incense Master takes a basin in his hand 
and toys : — 

Yon incense vessel stands in Heaven's sight ; 

Thirty-six ouths are placed inside aright ; 

Ijet traitors all fear this smashed Uisin's fate. 

I/et thunder all the fi\lse extermimite I 

He then dashes it on the floor and says, *May such be the fate of all traitors T 
He next sets fire to the paper on which the oaths are written and says : — 
Oaths burn together, let the gods e^py, 
And then with Bnddha mount the western sky ; 
. The true and |iatriotic, pray defend. 
But let the treacherous meet nntimely end. 

• (SS) The OAthg, Although nlimyfl the tame in number and gnbitanoe, sonietimct difTor in 
word and in arrangement ; this Ik no doubt owing to their being so often written from memory. 

I 
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A cock 18 then brought oat» and roembers and candidates proceed with it to an i 
•open skylight, or smokehote, or other place open to the heavens, and the Incense 
Master says : — 

A phccnix* comb his head arrays, 

His tairs like drooping spears ; 
Much rich embroidery he displays. 

And splendid he appears ; 
Bnt he^s nor patriotic nor true. 

And by the sword lieMI fall ; 
So may all traitors meet their dne. 
And perish one and all. 

The cpck^s head is then cnt off, as an intimation that those who prove false to 
the cause and (heir oaths will perish in a similar manner, and while the Incense 
Master drops some of the blood into the bowl of water in which the incense-sticks 
Averc extinguished he says : — 

This I'ooster is no common cock. 

To crow to man in the morn was his part ; 
To attest by his blood we hither flock. 

We drink and all feel one in heart. 

• 

A needle is then produced with which all candidates and members prick their 
left hand second fingers, and drop the blood which flows from the wounds into the 
bowl containing the water and cock's blood, or sometimes into a bowl containing 
Avinc. While they prick their Angers, the Incense Master says : — 

The needle bring, your fingers prick — 

All brothero know the place to stick — 

It enters white, but comes out red ; 

Within Hung's doors you have been led. 

To your tmo feelings manifest. 

And here, in front of Heaven, attest. 

That you'll exterminate the Tsings, 

And re-instote the Mings. 

The ashes from the thirty-six burnt oaths-papers are then collected and put into 
the bowl containing the water, or wine, and blood, which is then handed around 
and sipped by each candidate and member, to confirm and consolidate the oath of 
brotherhood. Sometimes three small bricks, made of chanxid fowls' feathers, are 
stirred in the bowl, to give a charm, if not a flavour, to the uninviting beverage. 
After this the candidates are hailed as brothers and the Oreat Brother gives to each 
of them four cash, wrapped in red paper. In I'eturn they each pay an entrance fee 
of one dollar. They are then enrolled as members. In most lodges a certificate of 
membership, printed on cloth or paper, and bearing secret symbols of the society and 
the name of the lodge, is given to each member on the night of initiation. In 
Hongkong there are some lodges in which these certificates are not given. In some 
a card-board ticket, two inches long and one inch wide, with a cosh and the name of 
the lodge issuing it printed on it, are given to each member. These are usually 
available for only one year, but are renewed if the member keeps himself in good 
standing by contributing his share to the expenses of the lodge and to charitable 
purposes. In other lodges the member's name is entered in the roll-book and written 
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on a slip of bamboo, from seven to nioe inches long and one or two inches wide. 
When a meeting is called, the Grass Sandals take these around to the members with 
the time of the meeting written on them, and a fine of twenty or twentv-five cents is 
imposed on each member who neglects to attend in answer to the sammons. After 
enrolment, the Twenty-one Rules, the Ten Prohibitions, and the Ten Punishable 
OfTenccs are read over to the members. The Twenty-one Rules or Laws of the society 
are : (24) 

He who commits crime nnd imputes it to a brother, shall be caught and put to 
death, or, if this sentence be commuted, have both his eara cut off. 

He who commits adnlteiy with a brother's wife, or fornication with a brother's 
daughter, shall be put to death without mercy. 

He who kidnaps a brother abroad shall have both his cars cut off. . 

He who for the sake of reward obtains a brother's arrest shall be put to death. 

He who obtains the conduct of affairs by falsely pretending he is an Incense 
Master shall be put to death. 

He who loses his book(25) of ceremonies or his certificate for outsiders to find, 
shall have both his cars cut off, and receive one hundred and eight blows. 

He who gives information of the society's affairs to outsiders,, shall have both \ 
his cara cut off, or receive one hundred and eight blows. 

He who being a new member usurps the conduct of affairs shall have an ear 
^ut off. 

He who speaks malignantly of his parents shall have both his ears cut off. 

He who relying on his strength insults the w^ak, or on his great size oppresses 
the puny, shall have both his ears cut off. 

Ho who secretly injures the reputation of the Incense Master, or speaks cross 
or uses crooked language to him, shall have both his ears cut off. 

He who hides himself when the brethren have a fight on hand, shall have both V 
his ears cut off. / 

He who when able to save a brother fails to do so and pretends he knew nothing 
ubout the matter, shall have both his cars cut off and receive one hundred and eight 
blows. 

He who steals his brother's property and refuses to restore it, shall have both 
his ears cut off. 

He who secretly injures a brother or squanders his money, shall have an car 
cut off. 

He who when a letter comes from another province calling out the brethren, V 
does not respond to the call shall be put to death. ' 

He who when non-members(26) banter him and test him with their talk, gives 
them information, shall have both his ears cut off and receive seventy-two blows. 

(24) The expression in these rules for pat to death is take and bathe, or drown, and for 
cutting oft ears, removing the fair wind, $kwn/knf, 

(25) The expression used for book of ceremonies is * littlo jacket* and for certificate, ' purse.* 
(26) Kon-members are called wind or leper mmB^Jkng Us. 
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He who having the management of matters act3 improperly and osesthe- 
society's money as he pleases, shall have both his ears cnt off and receive one hundred 
and eight blows. 

He who does not pay his entrance fee within one moi\(h of admission, sh3ill' 
have both his ears cat off and i*eceive seventy-two blows. 

He who sponges on or cheats his brethren shall have both his ears cut off. 

He who breaks our rules and refuses to submit to punishment, should it be 
decided to write to others to inflict it, shall have both his ears cut off. 

The Ten Prohibitions are :— 

1. If a brother has a comely wife, you must not lust after her ; if yon do so, 
for the first offence your ears will be cut off, and for a second offence you will be put 
to death. 

2. If a brother's father or mother die and he has no money to defray the 
, funeral expenses, he must ask the brethren to subscribe and none must refuse. Those 

^ who refuse will have their ears cut off for the firat offeiice, and if they offend again 
will be more heavily punished. . 

3. If abrother in difficulties come to you, you must not I'efuse to receive him. 
If you insult him, or pretend to know nothing of him, your ears will be cut off for 
the first offence, and you will be more severely punished if you offend again. 

4. If a brother be in a gambling house, you must not let him lose all his 
money, nor obtain it clandestinely. Those who do so will receive one hundi'cd and 
eight blows. 

6. After entering the Hung doors, you must not secretly give our books to 
outsiders. Those who do so will be put to death. 

6. If a brother be in business or goes abroad and a brother entrusts him witli^ 
a letter containing money, he mnst not appropriate it to his own use, nor take it by 
swindling. Those who do so, will have their eara cut off for the first offence. 

7. If brethren are going to fight with outsiders and give you notice, you must 
go to their assistance. Those who pretend they do not know and fail to assist, will 
r€c:eive one hundred and eight blows, 

8. After entering the Hung doors, you must not presume on your greatness 
to oppi*ess the mean, nor on your strength to insult the weak. Those who do so, will 
have their ears cut uff and receive seventy -two blows. 

9. If a brother be in distress, you must lend him money, but those who 
\^ borrow must repay. Those who presume on their strength to borrow without 

repaying, will receive one hundred and eight blows. 

10. If a brother be in trouble and the officials offer a reward Yor his arrest, you 
must inform him and save him, and not pretend ignorance of the matter. Those 
who do not comply with this rule, will receive one hundred and eight blows. 

The Ten Punishable Offences are :•— 

1. The punishment for being unfilial and disrespectful to parents is one 
hundred and eight blows. . 
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2. The pnuiBhinent for divulging important affairs is one hnndred and eigbt 
blows. 

8. The panishment for pretending there is bnsiness when therc is none is one 
hnndred and eight blown. 

4. The punishment for swindling a foolish brother is one hnndred and eight "^ 
blows. 

5. The punishment for combining with outsiders to injure a brother is one ^, 
hundred and eight blows. 

G. The punishment for keeping the brethren's money accounts in a muddled 
manner is one hundred and eight blows. 

7. The punishment for getting drunk, fighting, and breeding tit)uble is 
seventy-two blows. 

8. The punishment for concealing and failing to deliver money entrusted to ' 
yon by a brother is a severe one. 

9. The punishment for taking part with your relations against your brethren \ 
in a fight is seventy-two blows. ^ 

10. The punishment for gambling beyond one's means is seventy-two blows. 

It is scarcely necessary to remark that the punishments mentioned in the fore- 
going rules are almost a dead letter amon«:i:st the members of the brotherhood* 
Were it otherwise, therc would b^ a dearth of ears an 1 soreness of bones amongst 
those who escaped the death punishment, supposing their conduct towards each other 
to be what it actually is now. 

The remaining i>art of the night is spent in giving instrnctions in signs and 
te8t-word<«, which will ho explained further on, and in recitios: verses and ballads 
applied to the numerous articles and acts of the society, of which the following aix^ 
specimens. 

A Hymn to the gods of the gronnd on the night massacre on the Huang-chHian 
road. 

Their priestly robes in blood were dyed, 

Their tears in ton*ents ran : 
'T was Silu state the cause supplied. 
From which their woes began.. 

All offices they had declined. 

That they might practise good : 
The Tartars, cruel and unkind, 

AVith fire burnt all they could. 

Thus a deluded prince's deed. 

Caused long and lasting hate : 
Hy secret flight some monks succeed, 

In 'scaping from their strait. 

The Tsing troops followed in hot chase. 

And capture certain seemed, 
AVhen chance their guide, they reached a place, 

AVhere Kwo Siu-ying's sword gleamed. 
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And there onr Biflter^s peach-wood 8\voi*d, 

In unnibcra, soldiers slew. 
The priests to safety thus restored, 

Bore eastward to Iluci-chow. 

To where they saw the clouds dispersed, 

And Rao-chi temple Dear, 
Wliilo yet the injuries they ixihcarscd, 

That did their hearts so sear. 

The wrong inflicted at Shaolin, 

Has ne'er been wified away ; 
And for the Cbang-sha-wan Bay sin, 

Onr tears still flow to-day. 

The Wnhinfj river ran blood I'cd — 

Still redly it does glide — 
The moon's pale light on the river's shed — 

Again 'tis rising tide. 

Lift up your head ! Look yonder, see 

Our prince's star shines bright ! 
Hungs help our prince and heroes be, 

In the just cause we fight. 

Yon lonely pine tree stands and cri(«, 

* Bravo Hungs be mustering ;' 
And sough by sough it winks and sighs, 

^ Exterminate the Tsing.' 

liong since five men swore brotherhood, 

And called brave men to fight ; 
And grass with them for incense stood. 

In their religious rite. 

Come now, unfurl our banners gay, 

While gongs and drums we beat, 
Some lie in ambush, and some stay. 

To guard the bridge and street. 

We brothers all by oath are bound, 

To act with courage true ; 
All roots remove and weed the ground, 

licave naught to sprout anew ; 

Let's act in union with Heaven's will, 

And Gods will us sustain ; 
Remove the Tsing, all rebels kill. 

And Mings enthrone again. 

The Ten Precious things : — 

A precious thing was once our lantern red. 

Its brilliant light illumed the sky o'erhead ; 

Beyond the Chin-chung hills, it shed its light, 

Eva 'mongst the Ohin-chung hills 'twas lost to sight. , 
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Precious the club with dragons two embon'd, 
In Kiangsi on the Wn-fnn^ hills 'twas lost, 
There where the dragon cliff its green shade cast, — 
Two centuries ere then to the monks it past. 

Precious the sandals made of straw, five pair. 
One saved our prince in the Wn-lung affair. 
The last from shipboard barely brought awaj« 
Just reached Cbang-tzu through whom it hidden lay. 

Precious to monastery the cloud planks were. 
Till eastward lost in Shao-lin*s fiery f^lare. 
Next from the Dragon Headland in Fnh-kin, 
Their brilliancy a myriad miles was seen. 

Precious the surplices that our monks wore ; 

Lost when from Shao-lin's flames they westward bore. ' 

In Kiangsi lost, where, somewhere in Pailien, 

In Yrin-hua*s house concealed, they last were seen. 

Precious the rosary the monks aye wore ; 
Obtained amongst the hills by Wn-lung*s shore. 
That time three stones were brought our prince to save ; 
Though years have passed, we honour still the brave. 

Precious the sun and moon's bright mirror, too ; 
In Hung-lou monastery 'twas lost to view ; 
]\j it the mysteries of Heaven were read ; 
Its ruddy light a thousand miles was shed. 

Precious the incense vase, a counterpart, 
And symbol of a faithful loyal heart ; 
It was obtained at Pailien in Kiangsi, 
To consecnitc our flag of victory. 

Precious the tripod erst used at Kao-chi, 
And subsequently lost at Haug-chon-wei. 
Floating the motto which we swear it bore. 
Which is, 'the Tsings o'crthrow, the Mings restore.' 

Precious the peach-wood, sword, from out the grave. 
It sprang, o^r sisters in their peril to save ; 
Lost since beneath the precipice ; should fate 
Ilestore us this, the Tsings we'll extirpate. 

CERTIFICATES OF MEMBWSHIP. 

A certificate of membership, called by the fraternity yao pmg^ purse, or ;>a kwjy 
eight diagrams, is usually given to a member after initiation. These certificates are 
of various sizes, and of three colours, white, red, and yellow. They are generally of 
cloth and consist of characiers printed in an octagonat form, witli the triangukr and 
iodge seals stamped in vermilliou in the centre. But the characters are usually 
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written and an-an^ in finch a manner as to be nnintolli<;iblo to tLe nninitiated. 
Home of the ecrtiticates arc nscd by various lodges, and fairly representing all that am 
issnedp are given and explained below. 

^ ^ , 




Mjs4i2^ 






i^WM)l 










m'^'^^^4'1' f{ f W A^ WW\ 



No. 1. 

CertiHuitc No. 1 is a piece of white clotli with the chamctci'S printed iu 
liliick, except those in the centre which ait) red. It is about an inch and a half 
less in lengtli and breadth than the original. The characters in the outer s(piaix> 
ni-e rhyinw! vei*ses, and by commencing on the left side and reading cacli seven 
charactei-s from the first to the seventh, the second to the sixth, the third to tlie 
fifth, and the fourth, tlie line is ^ ^ ]^ P^ ||£ S JZi ^'**" ''^"" i/w>/// men 
rliieh i /tsi/if/y and by continuing around by the left and muling inwards from firet 
to seventh in the same manner the whole is found to be :— 

^ ^ 1^ P^ j^ ^ ^ ''/'*" ^^'«'* ^""// »«<?" ''^"'^/^ * ^««"i/. 

3 ^ ifl mT ^ 9i ^^ '^"^ ^'^'^ ^'""'^ '*^"^* ^''^'^ '^""'^ ''*'"' 
^ tl^ J(f O ^ ^ jft C/tmif/ $/ia wan hou lien lien chin. 
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^ tt — ^$ ^ ^ Ift *''"^ ^* ^"^* ^^^ ^«i>w^ /I chwuj. 
J& f|ii IS "{£ j^ ^ ^ ''/(7//f/7 r//t>A lien hua chieJi i tiiig^ 
J& ^ S! M X ^ i^ ^^'"''•'^ * ^'^"^ ^^***^^ Uiwig ti tsfu\ 
ift ^ ^ iff B )B{ :^ f/**«'^ rfitov/ Um chiwuj pai fvmt ^fiiig, 

S8 IS ^ |l 5(5 # ® > '^ ^' ^''^'^ ^* *^ '* y'^"* 

>R S^ ^ ^ ^ 1^ ^ /^'* '«%/w miiuf tco hvnfj f/ivf/. 

Enter Hniig*B doors with patriots oonbinc. 

IWforc Hcavtii swear and show a kindly sign, 

At Cl)ang-»hn bay th' horizon is (fuitc near, 

The Wuhiii;^ rrojssed a general peace will cheer, 

All brothei-s of the anlur and pine, 

In iwtriotV IcKlge as flowers for Kwanti twiiie : 

AVhi!e brothers stand in front of Chung-i's hall, 

Within the city a million troops wo call ; 

Come swear the oath where Fu-te's shrine here springs, 

Ilinig bnives, subvert, the Tsings ixjstore the Mings. 

In the npix:r right hand triangle is the character. Q jUi Hun with ^, a 
jneaningless chunicter added, and in the lower right hand triangle the character 
^ l/urfi, moon, with ^ /rwto which has no meaning lieiv, added. In the nj>j)er 
left hand triangle is tlie phraseogmm ^S ^ PI 5^1 ^^^ kwtt/ finuf ten /to. 
together in harmony, and in the lower triangle on the left the plniiseognini 
SI' J&'Cl^i^^ f/notif hsin i elu loyal-hearted and pjitriolic. In the ont^r 
lines or the octagon, or eight trigrams, theitj are eight linen <if seven chaiiicteiJ* 
each, which, like those already dealt with, aix* rcail inwanis from first t<» last, and 
the first, thirtl, fifth and seventh, and the He<X)iid, fonrth, sixth and eighth lines 
are i-ead together ; cMinseqnently commencing at the top and miding romul hy the 
left the following verses aiv found : — 

3l A ^ W — ' lif ^ "'" -^^^ ^''" *^'' ^* *^'^" •'*^"^'' 
J3* Jt (^ ^ ^ A 551 ^^"'" *^'""'^ ^^^^^^ y"'^ ''*" •^''" '^"^'• 
jlk J^ f^ ^ ^ Jfi ^ /2*" */"*/' ihmn U chwtt/ hmuHj ti. 
^ ^ jl^ ^^ ffl [|^ 1^ hoii hii Imitnig hui hmn ffiuw shih: 

At parting fisi^ a verse «»oni]K»scd, 
AVhich Hung braves nury undiscloseil, 
But when our brothers this do see, 
They know the sign of unity. 

ftR ^ RJS ;;^ ^ 1^ ^** ^^'^ y^^ W^ tajm Umo, 
^ -^ ffi ^ ^ ^ ifV Ino mu izu wo pa)ig shtn ehvng^ 
1*^10} 7f gg ^J^ i *^*««^ ^^^ '^w lung fu ehm dm. 
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Viiiir [mv^ in tlilTcrcut from mine, 
Miiio motlicT giivc with this ilcsign, 
Kive ilntgous licre onr priiicQ to aid, 
Tlioixj arc jNfto nhou Iw wo ttuuj in brocade. 

Ill Mil* middle trigmm tlie cliamctcrs read from tii'st to last, inward, as 
iKifoiv, ai-c : — 

K^ B^"& 41j J^ •'^'" •'/''"// ^'^' ^"^^ r/f*<?/i//, yiii ami yan^j (the female and 
male |»riii(;i|)K'H in natnre) nnite and evoInti(»n is (complete. 

^ ^'"^ '^ ^ P'*^*' '^^^ftf f^ff ff*f^ ^^^Hh ^^'^' chanicters ivpresentin*!^ the 
live diviAJoiiA of tint so<riety since tii*3t esUiblisbcd. 

^ j^ "Q" for ll^ -^ ^ kumj liOH po isn }iam^ the live orders of nobility, 
also nscd liki; the hist to distingnish the live divisions of the society. 

^ ^@ 5^ ''^'" ''"// ^"'^ •'*^"^'> Heaven's manifestation U\ tlu» ccmntry ; 
the ehamc'.tei's seen in the sky on the night on wlii(;h the society was fonn<le<l, 
and nse<l for the gonenilissimo*s banner. 

'4b' /K ^iC >fC it ''^'"*» '""♦ xhuiy huo, /*w, metal, wood, water, lire, earth, 
called the live elements. 

JiPf ^ :fj *^ «///m ft'eti h^iiiii ftfo^ olKjy Heaven and march — act in 
oIkmUcuco to the ] rinciples of Heaven. 

5^ j^ Q ^ ^ //>// '/•///* t/iieJi tiieH, heaven, earth, snn, moon, year. 

iSSj^^^l!^^ ^''^'-^ ^""^ ^^'^^ ^^*^ ^''''' ^^^^ dragon, tiger, tortoise and 
.seriient meet; live distinguishing diameters, nsed one wilh eatth division of (ho 
society. 

On the top of the inner trigram are the (;hanu;teiv ^ fjjk ^ //>// fzu huntj^ 
heaven Ixjstows prosperity, antl 4ipj)osite them |^ ^ ^ // tza immi^ earth 
l>estows fortune. On the right uf tini tzu hsimj are the abbreviated character 
Jll ^ T 1^ ^^^ UK ^fZ ^ ^ *^'"'' '"'" ^' •"*'"// ^^'"» "*'t. in oUnlience to the 
ways of Heaven ; and on the left the abbrcviate<l characters J|| ^^ )M, Q f«»i* 
JE 7 tt ^ 5/f/f/i //>/{ chuan m'uui^ obey Hesiven and tnrn to Ming. On the 
right side are the charactei's Q ^^ ^ //// hnimi sn/t, the snn is snrnamed Snn, 
and on the left side ^ j^ ^ yi'uk Iihiuji liimjy the iikmhi Ih siiriiamtMl 'J^aiig. 
To the left of the latter are the characters ^ ^ |^ tfiin lisiufi r/t'i, the (blonds 
ai-e suniamcd Cli*i, and to the right of t/iU hsimj snn me the < lianuters ^ jj^ 
3® hsimj Jibing ;n, the stara are snrnamed Pi. Abiive ihe e.entii! .stjnare are the 

characters ^^J^jl^ for ^^fcC^^fc ''"*'"" ^"'" '^""'^ ^"'•'' ^^****"*^ ''"^ '^"^^ 
to htand for the tour Unddhist deities at the second door of Buddhist moiKusteri(!S. 
t h\ the right of the square are the charactci-s fj^ ^f^ |£ ^ ktian pu cJieny pi&it, 
the barriers are not (jnite ready, on the left S^ ^ yf% |^ Itatff k''ni pu tting^ the 
dragon opens differently ; and at the bottom i% Jfl^ ^ JQ /'''* tainy fu miiuf. 



TUB WHITE liOTUS AND OTHER SECRET R^CIETf^:.S. 



i& 



subvert Tsiii^, ro8t(n*e Miii^. The clmi*actcr9 nilliiii the cciitml «|uarc ntx* all in 
vuniiilion. In tlic upper piirt tliei'c is the triangnlnr sctil witli the character ]^ huv;! 
hi it and on the Rides of it the characters ^ j§ Q |X| ^/^'Vi hon jih aftwtj which 
aixj said to have l)een on the seal j^iven to the monks, by the ciniKjror, when they 
were leaving to fight tlie Sihi army. Iklow are the phnuieograms ^ for ^ |^ ^ff\ 
^ huHj twig iro ho^ togetiier in hurmony,( |fl| for ^ fi ^ thiii lav chun^ ^ ' 
sworn brothera ass<x;iatjon, i itd j^ for JJS^ ^ §£ cJMi wan wn rhi^ plodge<l 
niyria^ls for a ttlue. The circles in the angles of the seal represent thR^e magic 
stones which floate*! and enable<l the yonng prince Chn Hnng-chu to crosw a river 
and ehide his pnrsner.^ on one «x;casion. *^ llnng is a character approprioteil to 
the Kwangtnng and Kwangsi division of the society and is liesides the snnuime 
assnniwl i»y the wliole ladtherhood. ^ tt ^ Chin hni rhiin is a sc<:i*et device 
of the Kwangtnng- Kwangsi division. 

On the Inick the name of the ))crson to whom tiie certiticatc was issned is 
writUMi with divide<l (rharacters thus £ if* JE >fef P TK ^***' brother i^ >ftv^ 
The date of issue and mnnlK?r of ticket are also written on the Iwick tints 
^"iklS^iL ^ '^ ^ H^ j^, nnndxjr T^y>VM^ issnetl on the Sinenth day of 
the ninth month of the Ssuchon year. In this ilate r///, luck, is useil for Mi^ 
seven, which is tal)ooed IxHuiuse of the disgraceful treachery of Ma Krh-tu, tho 
seventh in i-ank amongst the Shao-lin monks. 
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i j& ISf ^ - *» ^ B :*: ^ 5 :n 

No. 2. 

Certificate No. 2 is printed in bluck on ^vliite cloth, and is i*eduecd foiu* 
Inches Ir length and three inches in breadth from the original. The fonr 
phraseograms in the triangles 1>et\veen the onter square and the octagon are in 
the upper right corner §S for )^ j\Jj) ^ ^ r/nm^f Imii i rh^i^ loyal-heartcii and 
]Hitriotie ; in the upper left corner ||^ ^^^^4^ M i^ ^ ^^^'^ ^^*^ ^'^^'^* '' adopted 
and bound brothei-s ; in the lower left corner J^ for — • ^ ^ i^ iji pien tan 
Jisi/if sincere loyalty ; and in the lower right corner jj^ for JjR 5^ ^^ ^ «^«^* 
//>/! hsitiff iao^ act in olxHiience to the ways of Heaven. In the upper part of the 
outer octjigon aix; the characters 3l A^ ^ M """ 1^ ^ mijen fen Vai iji shon • 
x/////, at parting five a verse composed, but instead of being annnged from first 
to last, like in No. 1, the first character is in the i-entre and the others are pur- 
|)««cly jumbled. On the uj)iM)site side of the octagon are the chaitictei's ^ J^ 
1^ % ^ ^ jSf ^^'^^' ^/'^'''// ^^^<^^// U^^^I/ '^''^ /<^^^ ^^^^^*9 which Hung bravei^. carry 
undisclosed, and on the right and left sides respectively j)f) ^ f^ ^ ffl Jf^ fii^ 
tz'n fthik chuan ti dmui limmg'ii and ^.^ :|B '^ ^ |EI ^ houldi hsemij 
hill fuan ijiian shih^ but when our brothera this do see, they know the sign of 
unity ; but like the upper line they commence in the centre and have the remain- 
ing charactei's jumbled up. In the upper right, upper left, lower left, and lower 
right c*orners respectively, are the following lines, also commencing iu the centre 
with the other characters disordered, J^^'^^fQ ^ pi^^ ^^'^'^ ^^ ^^^ ^i^/A 

ftS j^ fi ^ j^ '^^'^^ ^'*' ^"^ *^'^ ^"''» ^ i^itl'lr ^ ^''"'^ ^'^" ^ ^^" ''^'"' 
and ^ ^ 5j50 -^ 1^ i/fffiff t/in fro /w ih^piii/^ which have liecn explaiutMl in 

No. 1. 

On the upper, lower, riirht, and left sidts resiicctivcly of the inntr octagiui 
wc have the liui'S which, itamnencing in the cenlrc and raiding ontwards from 
left to right, gfve ; — ' 

^ f^ H M ^ ^^ 1^ '" '^'^ y''" V"'"// ff^ /'". /"''//, 

yik^^^^^ ^ '^"^ ""' ^'" '''" ^^'".'7 '^^''''^ <*^'''''//' 

Jt ^ 5. S§ ^ '^ i */tw/*// lisiii tnt lumiju chon cliUj 
'P J^ i^ ft ^ 5fP 1^ ^''''^ ^'*^^' i^'^'" *^"'" ^"^ '^'^ ^"^'Z^- 
\ translation of these sentences is given under No. 1. 
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On tlie npjier right, the upper left, the lower left and the lower right sides, 
reapcctivelj, nrc the chnractcrs read from the left in the ordinary way j|| ^ "J* 
*Mi ^^^ IR ^ ^ iM, *^'"" '"^" /w>;i// fao^ act in olHxIicncc to tlic waj's o( 
Heaven, Jll ^/^ $- B '^^ 111 ^ ^ ^ ^^"^'^^ ^^ chiian mingy obey Heaven 
and tnm to Ming, ^ ^ ^ ^ ^/i /i;if/ A^tK? shih Heaven *8 manifestation to 
the country and jK Jj^ '^ jQ Z^f'i Uing f\i mingy subvert Tsing restore Ming. 



The diameters in the third row on the top are y^ ^ ^ tien tz^n hsing^ 
Heaven bestows prosperity, in the tliird row opposite £|[ ^ (|£ ti (z*u wang^ 
Earth bestows fortune, in the third row on the right ^ |^ ^^ ^ knng hwg 
fco hOy together in harmony, and on the left |g ^ jj^ gg chieli wan trei rfu\ 
combined myriads for a clue. In the fourth line from the top are the charnctei^ 

'^)^^)^ '**^" '''* ^"'''// ^"'^» ^^''*^'* ^^^^^ f^'* ^^^^ h)\\Yt\i Buddhist deitien 
at the scconi door of monasteries, and in the fourth row o]>po3itc are the characters 
TI^ ju[ ^ ift '"" '' '''" *^"^'» ^*'^® chanicters are on the ton, or i)eck, called 
Mu yang city, and at one time were sup])osed to contain a prophecy of the downfall 
of the Tsing dynasty at the end of Kien-lung's reign. This prediction which 
turned out false, was explnined in this way :— ^ denotes -j- /^ the number of 
years of Shunchi's reign ; jJl ;/% — , six one, sixby-one, Ihe years of Kang hi's 
reign ; .ij- -|- ^ ten two, twelve, the years of Yung-cheng's reign ; he actually 
reigned thirty yeai-s, but a year or two is not much in a pixxliction, and j^^ ZZ,. 
Ill* two thirty, twice thirty or sixty, the years of Kien-lung's reign. The charactei-s 

% ^ ^ IB -^ ?l HI ^"d ^M^^f^MW^ ""^ """""'g "o*^*^'-^ 
conceal the night min, all night the pavilion is hid with heavy clouds, are tho 

antithetical lines on the jMiir of scrolls in the Red Flower Pavilion, or JiOdgo 

room. The chantctci's in the fifth row from the top arc in the centre p)|p for 

(^ WS ^ ^///'// s/tvn tong the name appropriated to Kwangtnng and Kwangsi 

lodges, and on the right and left ^jj j|f\ J^ and ^ ^ ffl ^^^^ meaning of 

which is obscnro, but they may Ik; read to form nn antithesis, as rliao pi H giin 

ffi fifin, the go(.»d omen must Ihj on the villages, the liad omen must not l)e on 

the fields, /./•., only good omens are on the residences and fields. 

The charactere in the fifth lines right and left are ^ i^ j^ ^ — * »"*^ 
^ ifS Itt flR ^ //'"// ^'""// ^^'^ '' //'' ^^^ ^^''^^* *^"^' '**" •'/'-''"/A fi^'^b in bmv.Ty, 
matchless heroes, the inscriptions on one j^iir of the tablets presented by the 
emperor to the monks on their return from the Silu war. In the sixth row frmi 
the top are the charactei*3 jih ijj s/wr/?, one on each side (»f the triangular 
seal, with the chamcter ]^ hnng on it. On the right and left sides of the central 
square are the chanicters §§ ^ '^ j£ and |||| pS 7 1^* which were explained 
in No. 1. In the upix^r paH of the centre is the character j§| with the character 
hUy tiger, added, for ^ shoii long life, which is one of the distinguishing char- 
acters of the Kwangtnng and Kwangsi lodged and beneath it )^ 480, a sign 
always written for the Incense Master of a lodge. 
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The foUowiDg is a trdnslatioa of the chimctdra dii*ectijr boneith the square 
enclosing the octagon, wliich it will b3 seen contain two lin^s m)re thai there 
are in the outer square of No. 1 , but otherwise are almost iden!»ically th} Siine : — 

Enter Hung's doors, with patriots comliin?, 
Before Heaven swctu*, and show a kindly sign. 
At Chang-sha Bay th' horizon is quite nor^r, 
The Wulung crossed a general peace will cheer, 
The bridge to cross is made of iron and brass, 
On it there is a Mu-yang city to jias^ ; 
Peaches and plums the ]>ine and cedar divide, 
And twixt these stands n red jiavilion wide. 
Brothers have seats in front of (M)nng-i's hall, 
While we our roll of a million soldiers cidl ; 
At Fuh-te's shrine raise many iMitriots more, 
To fight and slay the 'J'sings and Mings rest ire. 

The cbamcu.^ ^ 31 ^ :gf ^ -U- 3E ^ ff 1^ 411^ 3R on the 

right side may denote that the certifictitc wns ismed as a projf of meml)ership on 
the 25th day of the 7th month of the Chia-yin year. Bnt this is alwnys looked 
on as the date on which the first Triad initiation was held and memlicrs ever 
since give this as the date of their birth into the Hung family. The last Chia- 
yin year was 1854. 

No. 8 is a certlficite of m3mb3rship founl with Triad papari on a man in 
Siagon, and is probably issnsd b/ a lodge thoro. It is printed in black on white 
cloth, and the triangular seal at the top and the square seal at the bottom are 
sUimped in vermilion. In this the cliaracters are read from right to left in the 
ordinary Chinese manner. Oommencing. on the right upper corner, they so nearly 
resemble those in the outer square of No. ], and those below in No. 2, that it is 
unnecessary to translate them. The characters )^ 7k jf| ]^ ^'" '7 *^*"* ^^^^W ^*^» 
in the corners form a phrase from Mencius signifying that the waters of the 
deluge ran in all directions, and it is applied here to show the universality of the 
Hung, or Deluge family. Except the ])hrase ^j!^^ }^ <'^'^^^ '^"^^^ ^^^'Hf 
m(m^ exterminate the Manchu Tsings in the third line of the lower right hand 
corner, the substitution of ^ for J|| in the phrase ]^ "^ ]^ Q , meant for 
i^liwi tien chitnn minij, obey Heaven and turn to Ming, in the fourth line on the 
right, and the characters ]^ ^ P^ hung yimj men Hung heroes door, in the 
centre, the writing on this certificate his already b3en explained in Nos. 1 and 2. 

The triangular sail in the centre almost invariably has the chamcter ]^ hung 
in it, but in this there is no proper character, bnt something which is probably an 
understood substituted word, used for hung^ by a section of the society. The 
npper vermilion seal is, like this one, the seal of Kwangtung lodges. The square 
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sciil ia likely that of tlic porticnliir lo<l|re isanirig it, but tlic clinmetcni on it are 
not sufficiently legible to be rend. 

The gourd, flute, castanets, bamboo tul)e, sword and fairy's wisp, in the 
outer corners, are some of the insignia f.hc Eight Immortals are usually represented 
as carrying. 



No. 4 is a certiflcate of membership printed in black characters on a piece 
of white cloth eleven inches long by five inches wide and it is divided into two 
parts. 

The four characters on the top show it is issued by the I Hsing Knng Ssn 
or lodge ; that is the notorious Glii Iling Lodge of the Straits Settlements. The 
upper part states that it was issued to Lien Yun-piao, No. 10,510, a resident of 
Shihli, a place in the Malay peninsula, as proof that one dollar subscription foe 
had been received from him and delivered in full to the lodge, and received by it for 
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No. 4. 
the Hung family's anccstoi*s and that it was issncd and stain]:cd on tlic 8tli day of the 
S)th month, of the Ping-hsii year of Tien-yiin, Heavenly fortune. The small clmractei's 
wan cki in the right upixir corner ai-e staniiKjd in vermilion ; they are i>art of chieh 
wan weichi combined myriads for a si^ni, and mean the same as if fo written. The 
large characters ^ ^ ^ fQ ^^ JH <^i^ stamped in vermilion and indicate that 
the I Using Lodge has i*eceived in full. On the left side there is a S()nare stamp 
also in vermilion of the I Using Lodge. 
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The lower part consists of an onter square with a triangle inside of cacli 
comer, which change the form within into an octagon. The characters in the 
four triangles are said to stand for fan tBiwj fn viing^ subvert Tsing, restore Ming, 
but it is difficult to Rnd any reason for putting this construction on them, indeed 
those on the right side appear to be the characters for sun and moon written with 
additional characters. The characters on the octagon are separated by the characters 
im iieii^ heaven, at the top |^ //, earth, at the bottom Q jih^ sun, on the riglit 
and ^ f/if^hy moon on the left sides. The characters between these four, reading 
from the left of fien and from first to seventh inwanls gives the verse, * At parting 
five a verse composed,' etc. as in No. 1. 

* .* * ' , ' 

In the next space on the 'top arc the characlers i^ ^ JjJ ^ ^ 

which read from first to last inwards give |^ ^ ^ -p ^ pieti hua cli^icn r/i't'rif 
wan^ a thousand thousand myi*iad, or endlesp, changes. On the right and left 
sides in the second row are. characters B^^^ 2£ '^ and ^ j^ ^ ]^ kuan ptt 
clwui pipiiy iioit/ k^ai pn huiu/l the barriers arc not (|nitc ready,, the dragon oixjna 
not vastly, or to Hung. Below there is a character JM which is (tP t/ium to turn 
over, reversed and it denotes that the person to whom it wa.^ issued was single at 
that time. In the centre there is a vermilion triangle stamp with the character 
]^ /iwif/, in vermilion, and a smaller triangle with the character ]^ hunf/, in 
black, and on the right side of thq apex of the vermili(»n triangle the charncter 
^ chia^ and on the left the character J^ hoii^ two of the four chanicters the seal 
is supix)scd to Ixjar. On the right side of the inner s(}uare are the characters ^ 
i^SfP"^ ^""// ^''"// ^f-'o f'^y joinetl with Hung in, liar mony and on the left 
j^ ]$ lS wE' ^^*"*^' '^'^'* '''^' ^^" conibind myriads for a sign. The large clar- 
actcr below is |^ pino^ a whirlwind. This is a common character on fia^ nnd 
other insignia of the society, and means an overwhelming force of wind, while 
]^ htim/y the name adopted as the family name of the mcnil)crs, means an ovtr- 
wl.elming force of water. 

No. 5 is a certificate printed in black chanicters on a piece of white cloth 
eleven inches long by four inches wide. The three large characters ^ ^ ^ 
Fii I Hiiivj on the top give the name of the lodge, which in Cantonese, the most 
common language of Hongkong, is the Fuk I Hing. The characters below indi- 
cate that it is proof that a one dollar subscription fee has been received from 
Ch*en Hsiin-li, a native of Chao-chou, residing in Hongkong, and handed over in 
full to the lodge. After this are the abbreviated characters j|| ;^ "T "j^ ^ ^ 
J^ 5 '^'w/i Uen 1m)ui faOy kiian k^ai In hsifn, obey Heaven and net, the barrier 
is open and the road clear. The line on the left denotes that the ticket was issue<l 
on the 22nd day of the Cth month of the jen ch'en year of Tien Yiin. The two im- 
pressions of seals arc both in vennilion and bear the characters Hongkong, Fuk 
I Hing. On the back there is an impression of a large vermilion stamp with the 
characters Klmrf Sstt^ loilgc, ton jettj headmen, followeil by four names. 

K 
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No. 5. 

No. fi is a certificate printed in red charactera on a piece of white paper seven 
inches long by four inches wide. On the left side there is a perforated edge which 
shows it has been torn from a counterfoil. At the junction with the counterfoil 
there are wliat appear to be the right sides of the characters ^ SE ^ ^ ^'^'''^ 
ivanff hiii slienQy which the firat two being substituted characters for i^ien Uy means the 
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Heaven and Earth Association victorions. The two characters on the top lak p^o 
-seem to denote, the first Sit-Iak, the.Fokienese name for Singapore, and the second 
Singapore, the last syllable of each b3in^ given. The four characters ^ ^ 
^iif *-/^ ^"* kuvi, give the nimo of the Lodge, the I Fa or notorious Qhi 
}lok as it is called in the dialect, the Fokienese, of raost of its members. Below 
it states this is proof that the sum of twelve dollars has been received from brother 
Oh'en Hsiao, No. 14ri3 in the lieA character book, as a voluntary contribution 
towards the erection of a loclge. All brethren subscribing to this cause must 
preserve these receipts, so that, if on some future occasion, they have fortunate or 
unfortunate affairs, the lodge will attenJ to them. Issued on the lOth day of the 
9th month of the Knei wei year of Flung Yiin. There is a small square stamp 
in the lower left corner with the character, Ghi Hok Kung Szn, the Ohi Ilok 
liodge, and as is usual on seals of the society the lower part of the character 
kiWf; has a small circle at each of the three corners. 

No. 7 was carried as a sign of membership. It consists of a black square 
seal with black characters on a three cornered Chinese flag-shaped piece of red 
cloth, about flfteen inches long on its longest side and ten inches on the other 
sides. The three cluiractcrs on the top ]^ ||^ ^ hung shun tang the Hung Shun 
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No. 7. 

Hall or Lodge, i^cprescut the name appropriutcd to Kwangtun^ niid Kwangsi 
lodges, but here it is probably the iinine of u imrticidar liKli^e. On the right are 
the abbreviated characters Jlj ^ *J* "j^ for J|^ 5^ ff ^ which have already 
been explained, and on the right the character j^ ^ lS iB ^"^^ii^^ 
myriads for a sign. Within the s(]narc on the top is the triunguhu* seal, with the 
apex cut off here, and the character ]H^ fmntj in the centix) and the clmiactei's Q 
[||t two of those belonging to the seal, one on each side. Below are the characters, 
fi[ which show with an added chamcter, the sign of Kwangtung lodges, the 
phraseograin ^ for ^ fj^ jg^ cJiin Utn chiin^ another device of Kwangtung 
insignia and the character chien^ to see, at the bottom. 
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No, 8. 



No. 8 is n certificate printeil in black charactei'S on a piece of yellow silk 
five and a half inches square. The; characters on the top mean * restored in the 
spring of the r/ti ssn year of Hung Yiin.' . In the upper right corner is ihc 
phraseogram ^ for ^ ^ "^ gg chieh toan wei M, combined myriads for a 
record. In each of the other corners there .Is what appeai-s to l)e a phraseogram 
in the seal chanictor, but none is sufficiently legible to be ixjad. In the centre of 
the top line of the oct4iu:on is the character ^|^ h'fiii, heaven, op]H)site it £^ // 
earth, on the right side ^ .////, sun and on the left side ^ //w>// moon. On the 
right of tim is the line which, read from first on left to last on right inwards, 
gives 3l^ ^^ "^ W ^ '"^^ turning the ticket around and reading from 
the right of //, but from the right to left the line is ^ K '^^ % ^ A 431 ; 
reading the line on the left of ti^n in the same way, it is ]|;{^. ^ j^ |^ ^ ^ 
j^ and the characters iKjtween // and .;///, read inward from fir?t to last commen- 
cing on the left, give ^ ^ ;||| ^ @ HI t^f ^^^^ ^vhole gi\ in&r the verse ' At 
parting five a verae composed,' etc. 

In the second row on the top the characters read from first to last inwards aixs 
9t 4fj ^ ilS ^*^" ^''^ ^^^'^'^ '^*^'^ ^ thonsand times ten thousand (endless) 
changes. The characters on the right are S^ /7^ jE^* the l)aiTicrs arc not 
quite ready and those on the left j|§ ^ ^ ^* ^bc di*agon of^cns differontly. 
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In the centre is the triangnlar seal in vermilion, with a smaller triangle and 
the character ]^ hung in black on it, below the black triangle and on the vermi- 
lion one is the character jQ piao^ a whirlwind, and below it the character ^ chim^ 
to see. At the apex of the vermilion seal are the characters ^ J^ ehia hou and at 
the base Q |X| ph shan^ the four characters belonging to it. On the right of the 
seal are the characters-^ p| $f(\ ^^ together in harmony, and on the left ^ |j§ 
^ §B con^bin^ myriads for a cine. The name, number, and native place of the 
person to whom this certificate was issued are written on the back. 
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No. 0. 



No. 9 is a receipt printed in black letters on a piece of ochre-coloured paper, 
eight inches long by three inches wide. It was in the possession of the same 
person who had No. 8. The characters I Hsing Kuan on the top signify that it 
was used by the I Hsing (Pokienese Ghi Hin) Lodge. The first two characters 
below, lu chUy furnace master, have the same meaning as hsiang chu^ incense 
master, and the character ^ is probably intended for ^ yiian and meant for ^ 
yiian, dollar. The receipt will therefore read the Incense Master, Ch*en Ta-hsi, 
residing at Tung-kaii, (somewhere in Malacca) received from Li Fat a voluntary 
contribution of five dollars, of which this ticket is proof to all who see it. Issued 
the 25th day of the 7th month, of the Kuei wei year of Tien Yun. The red 
seal bears the impression I Hsing Eung Sbu, i.e,^ Ohi Hin Lodge. 
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No. 10. 

No. 10 is taken from a certificate or seal given by Dr. Milne in his acconnt 
of the Triad Society, commnnicated to the Royal Asiatic Society in 1885 and 
printed in the Chinese Repository for February, 1845. Dr. Milne writes of it 
thns : — 

' The seal is a quinqnangular figure, this as alx)ve noted, is one of the 
Society's mystical numbers. From the manner in which some characters on the 
seal were written it is not improbable that some of them have been erroneously 
explained. The following is submitted as the best explanation of them which the 
writer's present circnmstances enable him. to furni^. 

Explanation of the characters at the five corners^ in the outer or qmiquangular 
line. '■'.'., 

1. Tu J^ the earth planet, t.^., Saturn, which, according to the Chinese, 
especially regards and influences the. centre of . the earth ; also one of the five 
elements. 

2. Midi yj^ the wood planet, or Jupiter, or the planet which reigns in the 
eastern part of the heavens.' 

. 8. Shwui ^ the water planet, i.e.. Mercury, to which the dominion of the 
northern hemisphere is confided. 

4. Kin ^ the metal planet, i.e., Venus, to which the care of the west is 
confided. 

5. Ho ^ the fire planet, t.«.. Mars, to which the southern hemisphere is 
assigned. 

. N.B. The reasons (or some of the reasons) why these planets are placed at 
the comers of this seal, may be, because they are the basis of Chinese astrological 
science, and because they arc considered the extreme points of all created things. 

Explanation of Vie five characters which are directly under the planets. 
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G. Hung ]^ a flood or dcUigc of waters. One of the secret designations of 
their fraternity is Hwujkia^ literally VAd flood familif intended, perhaps, to intimate 
the extent and efTectiveness of their operations, that as a flood, they spread and 
carry everything beforc them. 

7. Hau 3|^ a leader ; a chief or .brave man. 

8. Han ]^ the, name of an ancient dynasty, but, in certain connections, 
signifying a bold and daring man, which is most probably the sense here. 

9. Yinfj y^ a hero. 

10. Kia ^ a stand ; but metaphorically used to denote a person of im- 
portance to the State, or to society, as we use tropes, and say ' such man is a 
pillar,' * the stay of his country.' 

N.R. Though this be the ordinary meaning of these words, it is possible 
that they may 1x5 used by the fmternity in a mystical and occult sense. 
Explanation of the othn charactera trifliin the same limits. 
Yiny hiwuj htvni hoh ftian yuen shi ]jjt jjj^ ^^ "^ @ DH ^ 
Hiuny ti fan kiai, yih shau ahi J^ ^ ^ |^ — l^* ^ 
* The hero l)and in full assembly meet ; 
Each man a verse, to make the ode complete.' 

This is a very probable sense of the words as they arc phiced, especially as it 
is known to be a frequent practice of this fraternity to converse together in ix)etry ; 
and in order to elude suspicion, while in company with others, one man takes but a 
line, or half a line, which by itself is utterly unintelligible to persons not initiated, 
but which, being understood by a brother memlx^r, is responded to by him in 
another line or half a line, and by thus passing on through several persons, an 
ode may be completed, though not perceived by any but the pirtics themselves. 

Kie ti ltd ^^ffy^ *'he three woi-ds are inexplicable in the order in which 
they stand. Kie signifies to tie, to bind, and is often used to signify the formation 
of a secret association. Ti (if we be right in the character) signifies a brother, 
or younger brother, and the sense thus far would be to form a brotherhood. Tui 
is a pair of anything or two things e(|ual to each other. But it is probable that 
these words have a reference to other words on the seal, the connection of which 
it seems difficult to discover. 

Explanation of words mthin tl^e first octanytdar lines, 
Hiiiy ti tuny chin Jt |^ 4r |]^ 

The brethren all in battle join, 
Koh yn liau tan ^ ^ |^ ^ 

liacli ixjady with a chosen sign ; 
Kauk^ifanpai^f^^flf^ 

An ancient brook with jHirting streams, 
Wan ku yu c/nien <|^ -^ ;^ ^ 

Still flowing down from long past times. 
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In support of this version it might be argod, that the fraternity have cer- 
tain secret signs or marks, by which thej make their ideas known to each other, 
and in the tnmnlts which they excite, these signs are made use of to encourage 
each otiicr in the work of destruction ; and that they consider their society as of 
very ancient origin, and as spreading through the world from age to age. 

But the words may be read in lines of eight or seven syllables, and might 
begin with koh^ thus : — 

Koh yu hau tatt^ kau hifan^ 
Kau kH fan pai\ wan kn yu. 

N.B. This last line shifts back to hau for its first syllable. 

In fact there apixMirs scarcely to be a limit to the mutations of these numbers ; 
for, like the changes of the j;a kwa (Chinese table of diagrams), they may contain 
an infinitude of senses and modifications, with which, however, the initiated alone 
are familiar. 

Explanation of characters within t1^ second octangular lines. 

Chti kih tsiny tsan hiuen hia -^ ^ j|| ^ f^ ~J\ the characters, as they 
stand seem to make no intelligible sense and from the circumstances of their 
being written with two kinds of ink, black and red, renders it highly probable 
that they arc constructed for the puqx)sc of local concealment. They are pcrliaiis 
the name, real or assumed of the officers of the brotherhood ; that half of the 
characters in i*cd ink, which seems printed, may be permanent and have some 
general reference to the designs of the society, and to the other characters on the 
seal ; while the yellow part (on the original blue silk seal), which is evidently 
written with a pencil, may, joined to the printed half, constitute the names or 
epithets of the officers in some particular place. In another place, where persons of 
different designations arc chosen to be officers, the yellow part would be different. 
This conjecture is confirmed by the opinion of several learned Chinese, who have 
seen and examined the seal. 

Wan tien wan ti '^ ^ ^ ^ these characteis have, no doubt, a reference 
to the ultimate view of tiie brotherhood, viz., universal extension and dominion ; 
the 1st is an inverted form of 3rd ; which is an abbreviated form of itwiy myriad ; 
tien (in the quinquangular lines) signifies heaven, and /i, earth, and the position of 
the two, both looking towards the straight line on which the words heaven and 
earth are written, may mystically signify the bringing of myriads of nations under 
the society's influence. 

Explanation of cliaracters within the square lines. 

Chung i fu wo chuh tung J^ ^ ^ ^ [i| 3|IS^ ^^^ ^^^ faithful and* righteous 
unite so as to form a whole (i,e. an universal empire). This seems the plain sense 
of the words, according to this arrangement of them ; but it is impossible to 
ascertain whether something else may not be intended as they are susceptible of as 

L 
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many mcnnings as arrangementB. This version, however, agrees with the general 
views of this dangerous fraternity. 

CJmracUrs ioithin (h$ oblong square. 

Yitn 8hin{f ^ ^ supposed to be the name of the chief of the fraternity, 
some think of the Jowtder ; but the character being written^ and in yellow ink, it 
is more likely to be the chief for the time being, at whose death the blank space 
in seals subsequently issued could be filled up with the name of his successors ; 
whereas the name of the founder, never changing would be more likely to be 
printed in some permanent form.' 

There does not appear to have been any such seal or certificate as the last 
given in use in the society in recent years, . and Triad men who have seen this 
one fail to recognize it as a proper seal of any lodge or branch of the society now 
in existence. . Probably some of the characters in the original were illegible, or 
altogether deficient. It will be seen that many of the characters in this one are 
the same as in those already explained. Of course Kau hi instead of ^ ancient 
brooks* is the name of the temple Kao cJU^ so often referred to, and Cliung I is 
another name of Kwanti, the God of War. Further than this it would be fruit- 
less to attempt to solve the meaning of the seal, or to give a better explanation 
of it, as it appears here, than what has been quoted above. 

Some lodges issue three cash, like those numbered 11 below, which may be 
of metal or cardboard, as a sign of membership. The name Cash Society, 
sometimes applied to the Triad Society, probably had its origin in this. 






No. 11. 



The first of these must be five mace five candareens in weight, the second 
nine mace nine candareens, and the third three mace three candareens ; conse- 
quently the first and second will be very much heavier than ordinary cash, indeed 
the second will be heavii^r than a dollar. The first bears the name of Hung Wu, 
the first emperor of the Ming dynasty, the second bears the characters Hung 
Dragon, and the third Hung Heroes. The characters iung poo on each are those 
on ordinary cash and mean free currency. 

In some lodges the names of all members are written on bamboo splints, 
like figure No. 12, from 7 to 9 inches long and \\ inches wide. These are used 
to summon members when meetings are to be held, and are taken around, by the 
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No. 12. 
Grass Sandals, to those whose names they bear. No. 12 is from a lodge in 
Hongkong. The three large characters denote the name of the lodge, which in 
Cantonese is the Fnh On She, and the others, that if at sight of this circnlar the 
member does not attend the general discussion he will bo fined twenty cents 
incense and oil money. The name of the member snmmoned and the date and 
hour of meeting, are written on red paper and pasted on the back of the splint. 

FORMS OF WniTINO AND CANT WORDS EMrLOTED. 

The members of the society employ various methods of writing in order to 
conceal from outsiders the characters to be read by, and the meaning to be con- 
veyed to, the initiated. To accomplish this purpose, sometimes the characters used 
are divided, sometimes superfluous characters are added, sometimes several characters 
of a phrase are grouped in one cliaracter, sometimes one character is exchanged 
for another and sometimes numbers are used for characters. 

Characters are divided thus : the phrase iP ^ ^ ^ ^^'^'^ ^^ dixuui ming^ 
obey Heaven turn to Ming, is wittcn J|| ;^ ^ » IP ^ tf M' *^*'^ ''^'* 
hsiiig taoj obey heaven and act up to its principles, h written j\\ ^ 'X 1^» 
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|, ktuin hoi lu Itsien^ the barrier is open and the way clear, is written 

^ ^ >^ 3E' 81 ^ jf^ ^ i^ 1^ ^^'^'^ ^^ ^^' ^^ ^^^^^0 f^i^f the Hcavon and 
Eaiih Society is suruamed Hung is wribtcn ^ ^ ^J ^ ^ ^ ; &nd the 
phrase ^ tt ||^ ^ chin la7i chieh i sworn brothers joined in righteoosness is 
divided and >vritten in the following quatrain : — 

^ 3E JW "F PK ^ fcl^ -^^'^ '^'^"^ ^^^ ***^' ^^^^ ^^ *^'^» 
K PI fiiS Jl ]§t ^ 'IS ^"''^ ''^^'^ ^^ sluing is^ao sheng hiuif 
ISf^^^"^ 'jr — ' P ^^^ ^^^^'^ ^^uaH chen sJdh yih hou^ 

^ 7^ ^ TS S ^ ^ ^^^ ^ ^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^' 

Neath man and prince two heaps of sand we store ; 
Here herbs are blooming o*er the eastern door ; 
This silk will these eleven needles thread ; 
Within our home there's wine and mutton spread. 

In this ^ is divided into ^, man, 3E> prince> and ^, two heaps of 
sand ; ^ into ^, east, P^, door, and -f{«, the radical under which herbs and 
flowers are written, above them ; j^ into ||| , silk, -|^, eleven, and p mouth, 
a cla^iiier of needles ; and ^ into ^, sheep or mutton, and ^, me, our. 
The character ^ Tsing, the name of the reigning dynasty, is written ^ with 
the ^ chti^ lord or ruler taken away ; sometimes it is written without the water 
radical ^\ , thus ^, and sometimes upside down thus, y^, Ming, the name of 
the dynasty which the society seeks to reinstate, is often written with the radical 
for water substituted for the moon, thus ^. The character ^ /k), uuited, is 
written ^ — • p| and called one man one mouth. 

The superfluous characters oftenest used &i^ j^ ^ j^ 5^ ^ ^ ^ jfc; 
thus ^ 1io\a written j^. ^ the ancient character for "^ htU^ ^, Vj^ ^, -H^ 
^> B M« >^ IK' W ^ ^^^ ^*^*' heaven, and ^, ^. The gi-oupod char- 
acters or phraseograms are ||2 ^"^ % ^^^ j^ IS. >@ fE ^''*^* ^^'^^* '^^ ^^h 
combined myriads for a record, ^, ^, ^, ^, p||p or ^ for )^ |^ ^ ^</;2^ 
iS/^r^i Halli the names of lodges under tlic Kwangtung department ; jfi| for ^ 
Bfi Sc ^^'^ ^^^ ^^'^^' sworn brothel's association ; ^ for ^ ^ 5|^ <^ A;i</^y 
/wijy wo ho^ together in harmony ; |g and ^ ^or J^ /(^^ ^ ^ chumj Imn i 
ch% loyal hearted patriotism ; f^ ^ov --^ )^ ^ i}^ yih pien tan hsin sincere 
loyalty ; j^ for jj^ ^ ^ ^ shim tien hsing tao act in obedience to the 
principles of Heaven; f^ for ^ ^^ ^,/an Tsing fu Ming, subvert Tsing, 
restore Ming ; and ^ or ^ ^^^ j^ M |£ S« ^^'^ ^'^ ^^^"^^^ ^ adopted and 
combined brothers. Of the snl^tituted characters ^^ hsing, prosperity, is used for 
^ tim, heaven ; Y0L tvang, fortune, for Jj^ ti, earth ; -^ svn, a descendant, for 
g jfiA, sun ; ^ tmg, a surname, for ^ yiieh, moon ; ^ cA**, the principle of 
vitality, for ^ yiin, clouds ; and ^ j;i, gems, for ^ sing, stars. 

1^ At^t^ is the most common character written with numbers ; it is some- 
times divided of follows y 3, /^ 8, -fj* 20, and — 1. In this way the /^ is 
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read hundred, (the sound of ]}af eight and pak hundred being mnch alike when 
spoken fast), and the character and word is called Hi. Sometimes the character* 
j^ nien is used for -f^ twenty and thc'chamctcr is read 8, 8, uien^ 1 or 8821. 

Sometimes 8G is used for heaven, 72 for earth, and 108, the sum of the 
first two numbers for association, and the Triad Society of Heaven and Earth 
Association is the 86, 72, 108. This arrangement appears to owe its origin to the 
Chinese idea of 80 celestial gods and 72 terrestial baneful influences. These 
numbers are also otherwise employed, viz., 8G for new membere, 72 for inferior 
officers, and 108 for the superior officers of a lodge. 

jjj^ 99, is sometimes used for ^ hwiff ; ^ 55, for ^ ijinff ; and 1^ 88 
for j|2 twiffj the thrce words meaning Hung heroes undcratnnd. The officers have 
figures which they sometimes use in place of the names of their officers. The 
Great Elder Brother is f^ 984, the Incense Master is )^ 489, but 21 the sum 
of the figures may be used instead ; the White Fan or Instructor is )^ 415, and 
sometimes uses 10, the sum of the figures ; the vanguard is j^ 948, and some- 
times uses 16 the sum of the figures; the Ked Club is ^j^X ^^^ ^^^ nses 12 instead ; 
the Grass Snndnls is j^|| 988, and iit the same way uses 20. 

Priests and sorcerers employ superfluous clmractcrs and phraseograms similar 
to the above in writing spells and charms to exorcise evil spirits, or dispel evil 
influences. These ai-c stuck on room doors and on beds, or arc burnt with 
prayers, or cnclose<l in small bags and worn suspended by a string from the nock. 

Ik^sides the substituted words given above, tliere ai*e a great many others 
used somewhat like cant words and phrases. But in conscHjuence of there being 
such an affinity between Triad members and thieves, and all other kinds of bad 
characters/ or because nearly all such characters are meml)crs of the society, many 
such words and phrases have become the auit expn'ssions of thieves. The following 
list of such words has been collected from Triad books and mauy of them are 
only used by members. The Cantonese pronnnciation of the characters is used. 

A lodge, Jl^^ hufu/fa U)ig^ Red flower jmvilion, or 

^ iS 'M^ /«M«^ pah kirn, pine and cednr grove. 
To join the society, ^ ^ t/ap hiin^ enter the circle. 
„ „ „ ^ j£ pai chiitg, respect the correct. 

V „ „ m iH: f^*«^ «^^ ^ l>orn. 

To hold a meeting, ^ j^ Iioi toi^ open the stage. 

iJt ^ fong ma, let loose the horses. 
A member, ^ he^mgy fragrance. 

„ „ ^^ Hwig f/iJig, Hung ying. 
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A non-member, 


JH^i p[ ^ fwig or fmig tsze^ wind or son 


of a leper. 


» n 


t^lS^ ^^ '^<^ partridge. 




A new member, 


^ "J* 80tm ting^ recruit. 




To attend a meeting, 


^ ^ ]tt ^^ ^ /a, go to see a theatrical 


performance. 


The secret books of 


^^ ^ sdm tsai^ little jacket. 




the^Society, 






•Oertificate of 


g| 2pL ,-,i ping^ purge. 




mcmliersliip, 






>f » 


A ^ ^ J{$ /^'^ XroA; chiti pai, octagonal 


sign. 


Oertificate of 


/V ^ P^^ ^'^*^9 ^ ^ight; Diagrams. 




membership, 






To exhibit a sign of 


^ jjlp kwa paif hang out a sign. 




membership. 






Hair, 


^ )6^ ^^^^'^ ^^> green silk. 




Hog, 


^ jSi tno kwa^ hairy brinjal. 




Porlr, 


3 JD31 i^'^ X^^^^y hairless brinjal. 




Boast pork, 


j^ JDlli |dl JD31 ^^ .^'^A ^1^ ^<^<''f7 ^'^^* 
brinjal. 


golden or red 


Beef, 


3fC ^ ^* ^*^» P^** vegetables. 




fiftlt beef, 


— ffi^ y^^^ '*^*- • 




•Goose, 


gg -^ a /i/Jfc, A Luk. 




Fowl, 


'^^a tsat, A Taat. 




Duck, 


gg A « M A Pat. 




l)og, 


ll^ mail, mosquito. 




Fish, 


shaker. 


borer or tail 


Salt-fish, 


d^ ^, y ^ Aam «{</» or a tvan^ salt spraut or slave girl. 


Vegetables, 


^ -^ mitt isze^ servant. 




Rice, 


Jj? «A«, sand. 




To boil rice, 


^ jj^ /^ «/(a, beat sand. 




To eat rice, 


^ ^ ^a;{^ s/utf farm sund. 




To boil congee, 


ilT" J^ to /(>n^, beat the waves. 




To eat congee. 


^^ kanff long, farm waves. 




Raw tobacco, 


^ ^ shang heung^ raw ginger. 




Prepared tobacco. 


^ f^ «^«* ^^w'*^* riF ginger. 




Opinm, 


^ ^ «^^'* y^^> clouds travelling. 




To smoke tobacco. 


^ IS ^^^^ ^^'^ ^^^ ginger. 




To smoke opium. 


^ ^ fixate wan^ bite clouds. 
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Tobacco pipe, 


;^ f)*' W 8fi ^^^ ^"* '^^ ^^'V ^"'^» ^^'^"K 

or green dragon. 


bamboo 


Tea, 


^ ^ te% Uhj green lotus. 




»> 


|X ^ ^^^^ff «^««» 1^ water. 




AVinc, 


W TJC ^**"/^ *^""> ^I'ceu water. 
^ 5F0 ^^ "■''» family harmonj. 




Water, 


~ JST '^'''* ^'"'> three rivers. 




on, 


)^ Iff ^'"'i^ «^"«N Hung ol)edience. 




Chopsticks, 


j^ ffiS ^'^ ^''' ^^^^^^^ selecters. 




Tea Clip, 


31 SI ^"^ y'» '^^"* flower bud. 




AVine cup. 


^ ^ ^''^ '^'* '^^^^ ^®^^- 




Bowl, 


^ ^ '^'^ /^^ lotus flower. 




Plate, 


^ Ig ^'/i f>^ lotus leaf. 




Incense, 


i^ i$ ^'^'^' f'^^h cassia twigs. 




Candles, 


"i^ |§§ *w «^'«» Jwarf trees. 




Betel, 


jpf ]^ /mi nmuy Honani. 




Betel nut. 


^ -^ /rt* iszf, prince. 




Betel leaf. 


^ ^ ^*'^'// ^^^j provisions. 




liirac, 


S 1^16 *'^'^'^ *^> military secretary. 




Mosijuito curtain. 


iKgf m tmuj Iwtff^ lantern. 




The Ming jacket. 


|jg 1^ ka slui^ muslin, or a monk's robe. 




Trousers, 


^ ^ /*/i^ hok^ water caltrops. 




Shoes, 


iS j^ tit pan, iron soles. 




Cap, 


S ^ f^*^'^ ^<> cloudy cover. 




Hat, 


^ ^ t/mn //r;;, main lap. 




Tiargc bamboo'lmt. 


JJH 19^ ^^'^ j'^'f shield. 




Uinbrella, 


)^ H^ ^^'^'/^ ^^'^ Hung head or 
^ ^ iitk keiik, one leg or 
^^ ^ tt wan, black cloud. 




Handkerchief, 


Q ^ ^mk wan, white cloud, or. 
-^ ;^ ||^ «/i(yi t Uwhj, twelve taels. 




liamp. 


^ |||g man cheunf/, mosciuito curtain. 




Oil lamp, 


]^ jQf ^""^ '^"^» ^""S lamp. 




Road, 


^^ sin, thread. 




Travel, 


^ j^ t/(^^ «'''^ ^alk the thread. 




House. 


^ "^ *^i' '^^» fi™*^ of cycle. 




Ancestral hall, 


M }|^ WW twig, privy. 
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Market, 




3Jt 2|£ /V/i>%, univoTBal .peace. 


Table, 




jSr ^ /^''^ ?^*''^» square level. 


8tool, 




129 ^ «20 keiik, four 1^. 


To sleep, 




m ahai^ to dry. 


Bod, 




WittI ^haitmng, drying stage. 


Sit, 




JIS; tut, tilt. 


Junk, 




j^ teh, wooden shoe. 


Ship, 




2p piny, level. 


To board a 


ship. 


H: :^ /r(/) inn (J, to tread the level. 


Sword, 




^ ^K *irr// j;(i7i, orange board, or 
]^ ;^ /sai^ stut, silk crape. 


Dagger, 




1^ -^ tf.;^ //<3«», young liou. 


Cannon, 




^ ^ /'^^ *«Wj black dog. 


Powder, 




^ ^ iwM /h;i, dog's dung. 


llcport of cannon. 


^^foiii/m, dog's bark. 


Silver dollars. 


JflJ^ -^ kioa tsze^ melon seed. 


Cash, 




^ J^ ^•^*» wiflr, sesaraura. 


A string of 


KK) cash 


, — ^^'^yat tiu taoy a blade of gmss. 


A string of 


10(K> cash 


f — ^ lj8i .y«^ tiu shiny, a string. 



Hand, 5£ |1V WM ^'^ ^^*^^ ^'"'^' ^^*^ clawed dragon. 

Ears, Jj^ SI *^'"" /^*''^> ^^"* ^"^^^• 

To cut off the eai-s, i^ IP JSL '^^ shunfung, lower the fair wind. 

To cut a head off, j^ ^ 8<ti min, wash the faw. 

To munlcr by drowning, j^ ^ 8ai shan^ bathe. 

Sea, ;^ 5C '^" ^'"' ^^^^^ sky. 

To dix)wn in the sea, 'JSSC^'^^ f^^^'J ^^ '^'* '*"» '^^^'^'' "**^* ^^e gi-eat sky. 

The lodge club, ^J^'rs *^*^ '*^'^* '"*» *'bc thive feet six, or 

■^ j^ hi tsuny, old pine. 
The fan, fj^ ^ wan tit, crescent moon. 

The //iw, in which the ^ ij^ jjf^ muk yenny shiny, Muk-ycung city. 

flags and other 

paraphernalia is ^ 

placed. 
The needle used for ^ 

pricking Angers 

at initiations. 



^ -^ tit tau t^ai tsze. Iron-headed prince. 
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8I0NR AND TB8T WORDS. 

Members of the Triad Society have a great many sentences for testing strangers- 
whom they happen to meet, to discover if they are brothers, to each of which there 
is a corresponding answer. Sometimes the question and answer consist of rhymed 
stanzas, which however are not always given in fall, as a word or two is generally 
sufficient for the initiated. They have also numerous ways of testing a person by 
arranging and handing tea-cups, tobacco-pipes, opium-pipes and other articles, and 
noticing the manner in which they are received. If the person tested is a 
member, the object offered is accepted in the manner known to the initiated. There 
are besides signals made by wearing the queue or placing the hands in a peculiar 
manner, and there are signs and words used to call assistance in fights, and to give 
intimation when being robbed, so that if the thief be a member he may know 
he is robbing a brother. The ritual observes that, in using sentences, the 
authorized words must not be departed from, nor three fingers when using the 
hand sign. 

The following are some of their test sentences and replies :— 

Why is your hair so unkempt ? I was born under a peach tree. 

Why is your hair so ruffled ? I have been to extinguish a fire. 

Why is your hair so wet ? I have not long l>ecii bom. 

Why has your hair so much cobweb in it ? It is not cobweb, it is five-ooloured 
silk. 

Why is your hair so long? It is the stargod of longevity. 

Why is your head so jiointcd ? It is the sign of the character ^ Iwjk 

Why has your head those furrows ? It is the sign of the character ^ piu. 

Why is your belly so large ? It is the sign of the character ^ shau. 

Why is your mouth awry ? It is the sign of the character 5(^1 fco. 

Why is it you have no chin ? It is the sign of the character |3 fwff/. 

Why is one eye large and the other small ? It is the sun Q and moon 
M> ^ 'W'"^» bright, character. 

How many eyebrow hairs have you ? Thirty-six on the left and seventy- 
two on the right. 

Why have your eyes bloody veins ? They are the five-culonrcd thi*cads. 

Why is your face so green ? It is a melon face — a green face with a red heart. 

Why are there so many moles on your face ? They are numbered ; there 
are forty-eight. 

Why does your nose bleed ? It is the waters of the deluge flowing out of 
their channels. In this, when written, the character ]^ deluge, is used 
for |Qt red. The answer is an allusion to a common Triad quotation 
from Mencius, hwfff shut irantj lauy the vast waters ran out of their 
channels, meaning in the Triad sense that the deluge, hwuj^ overflows 
the country. 
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Why IB one arm, or one leg, or one sloovoi long and the other short ? Tlie 

left 18 civil, the right military. 
What 18 in your bundle ? Five-coloured clothing. 
The road is thorny, how could yon walk it ? I wear iron soled shoes. 
Where were you born ? Beneath the peach tree. 

Wliy* is your face so yellow ? Because my mind is troubled for my country. 
Why are there horns on your head ? It is the character ^ hi. 
Why do your lijjs pout ? It is a Hung heroes b^ak. Here ying^ parrot, is 

used for f^ng, hero. 
Why 9rc your lips so wide apart ? They are Hiait/ ying^ red parrot, or 

Hung hcro*s legs. 
Why have you three eyes ? They are Wa Kivomj^ the God of Fire's eyes. 
Why are your teeth so wide apart ? They ara the scalloped borders of our 

flags. 
Why is your face so red ? I have been drinking wine in the temple of War. 
Why is your face so black? I have been extineuishing a fire. 
Why is your face so broad ? It is a sam tai wwxy fa (the large charactera 

over certain temples) face. 
Why have you such a sensual face ? I was born beneath a peach tree. 
Why do you let your hair grow so long and unshaven ? I adopt the 

Ming style. 
Why do you look so pleased ? Heaven has sent the A7/m, unicorn. The 

appearance of this rarely-seen animal is a prognostication of good 

times coming. 
Why is there such a hole in your head ? That is to stick flowers in when 

the empire is won. 
Why have yon fowls' dung on your clothes ? It is incense ashes. 
Why are your legs bent so ? They arc basket legs. 
AVhy is your coat so old ? It was handed down by the Five Patriarchs. 
Why aro your shoes so flowery ? They are loyalty and dignity flowers. 
When were you born ? In the fourth Vatch, in the 25th day of the 7th month. 
AVhcrc wore yon liorn ? In Tai-ping market. 
What did yon eat when born ? Congee, i*ed peaches and pUiuis. 

Sometimes, in order to test a man in the street, a member will purposely 
knock against him. If a member, he will say 'psha ! are you blind ? ' Then the 
person testing replies * I'm not blind, my eyes are bigger than yours.' 

If a member wishes to test a man in handing tea to him, he offers him 
the cup held with the thumb and second finger of the right hand, and the fore- 
finger bent over it ; and at the same time he places his left hand with the thumb 
and forefinger bent and the other fingers straightened on his right elbow. If the 
man, he offers it to, be a member, he will receive it in the same way. If the 
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cap be placed on the table, a member^ r before taking it, presses the knncklcs or 
his first two fingers on tlic table. - ' 

In offering cigars, cigarettes, or cups of tea, three arc held out and a member 
takes the centre one. This is called the chiing mm^ centre or loyal protector of the 
»State. Loyal is formed by the characters chuntj sam joincj?. 

The various arrangements of teacups and other articles have fanciful names 
applied to them, and there is usually a quatrain referring to each, to be spoken 
by the person tested ; but as already remarked a few words of these is enough to 
show if the person be a member. 



^ 



This is called a single whip (horseman) rescuing his chief. When a cup and 
teapot are placed in this way and a brother is asked to rescue another, if able to 
do so he drinks the cup of tea, if not able to do so he throws away the tea, refills 
the cup and drinks. 

A whipping hoi'scman on the horizon sec ! 

He'll clear all clouds and save his prince, alone 

lie comes to give us back pr6sperity, 

And help our Ming lord mount the dragon throne (1). 



5 



The upper cup is full, the lowei? empty ; to show membership, jwnr from tlio 
full into the empty until both contain the same quantity, then drink. »Say — 
There's water in the upper pond, 'tis clear. 
None know the lower pond, because 'tis dry, 
AVait till next spring, the third month of the year, 
AVhcn nnn the lower jwnd will well supply. 



9 f 



t\ 



This is cjilled Loyalty and Treachery. The full cup represents Sun Pan (2) 
and the half cup Pong Knn. (>]) Pour the contents of both cu|)S into the teapot, 
then fill both cups and drink. Say— 

Two men by the same teacher taught, 
A traiUn* one, the other true, 
The true man got whate'er he sought, 
A sword the traitor slew. 
(1) A name applied to the throne of China. 
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This arrangement is called Two Dragons contending for a pearl, i.e,y two em- 
perors for the empii*e. First put the candles apart, then take the lower cup, place 
it level with the upper cup and drink. Say — 

Two dragons seated on a throne 

Strive for a pearl of greatest worth. 

Two phconices are also shown, 

Place wide the cups, change heaven and earth. 
The last arrangement without the candles is called the Upper and Lower tea. 
Take the lower cup, place it level with the upper or farthest fi'om you, and 
drink. Say- 
In the ])avilion brotherhood we swear, 

Twixt high and low there's no distinction there ; 

AVhen your five dragon's claws (4) reach for a cup. 

See both are level ere you take one cup. 



This arrangement is called the Band of Patriots* tea. When placed in this 
way drink the middle cup. Say — 

There are three highways to the capital ; 

Kung Ming (5) comes forth his soldiers to review. 

The iKoch plot saw the patriots' cabal ; 

The hoi-se, aye saddled, waits in city Ku. 

ft V 

This arrangement has the same name as the lost, and the middle cup is like- 
wise drunk. 

.f{j^ ■ 

This is adled the fighting tea. AVlien the spout of the teapot is towards the 
cups, it denotes that the person to whom the tea is offered is requested to take 
part in a fight. If he consents to, he drinks the middle cup, and says — 

liiu Kwan, and Chang, (G) the jxjach plot band. 

For loyalty are widely famed ; 

They heeded not Duke Tsao's command, 

Long be their virtuous deeds proclaimed. 

(4) Fingers. _ 

(5) Another name of the celebrated ^ ]S ^C the counsellor of Liu Pei. 

(^'^ $9 "Itt* IB ^ ^"^ S^ ^* ^'^^' ^^^' ^^°" ^'^^ ^^^^ ^^^^« ^®i ^'^® ^^^ 
heroes at the time of the three Kingdoms who were bound together by an onth taken in the* 
peach garden. 
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This arrangement is called the character ^ pan. Pbice the two nearest 
copi level with the other and drink. Say — 

In the centre sits our lord iu his pride, 
While his officers stand on each side ; 
For 'tis here his officials resort. 
To assist in the customs of court. 

t 

9 9 

This an*angcmcnt is callal the ^| shan hill character. Place the cups as in 
ihe last and drink. Say — 

One hill is distant and the other high ; 
Unnumbered men have entered the Hung door, 
For mother-like is the Mihg dynasty — 
We'll praise the five when empire wo secure. 



A 



This arrangement is called Duke Kwan (7) guarding Ghing-chou with Kwan 
Ping (8) on the left and Chou Tsang (9) on the right. Bring down the upper cup 
on a level with the others and form the cliaracter |^ jmn, then drink. Say — 

With martial bearing and exultant air, 

He loyally established Han in fame; 

He guarded Ching-chou and none felt despair; 

All ages have proclaimed his martial fame. 

This is called Liu Sin (10) passing the barrier. The person to whom it is 
offered must place the cup nearest him level with the others, and form a row, called 
Liu Kwan, Chang and Chao (11), sworn bix'thren. If offered in a low it must be 
refused, unless when assistance is sought. AVhcn drunk, Say — 

Four cn|is in form far from the same, 

Duke Kwan is worshipped iu Muyang ; 

Three patriots linked in peach tree fame 

Ere brotherhood swore Chao Tszlung. 

(oii^- wiH^p. wm^- 

(10) jH ^& the founder of the Ecstern Han dynasty. 
01)11 
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This arrangement is called the Four Loyal ones and is only made when assist- . 
unee is required. When consenting to take charge of a brother's wife or children, 
drink the cup on the left ; when consenting to assist a brother with money, the 
next to it ; when consenting to risk life for a brother, the third, and when consenting^ 
to endure hardships for a bi-other, the fonith. If nnablc or unwilling to assist, 
diange the positions of the cups and drink. If willing to assist, say- 
Han Peng (12) WHS bom at Shanyn, 
On whom did Han Fuh (12) rely ? 
Cheng Tien(12) thonght revenge his due. 
Why are Chang Kuo's(12) eyes ne'er dry ? 

« t 

This is called heroes entering the stockalo. Remove the two nca)*cst cups 
luid drink. If another remove them, the person tested must put them back, and 
if another put them Imck, he must remove th3m and drink. lie says- 
All arc brothers within the Five Likes and Four Seas (13), 
The turbulent rebel Hwang Chao (U) failc<l to please. 
When the Hung have the rule of the empire assumed, 
HeMl be decked in embroidered robes and gay plumes. 



This is called the Four Corners. The up])er and lower cups must be put 
in line with the others and the person tested nuHt drink standing. He says- 
Olive shaped and sharp at the ends, 
And as the t chai'acter straight — 
Come asiist the Ming lord and your friends. 
That we may the Mings reinstate. 

•••• 

This is called swearing-in Chao Tsz-lung. Place the lower cup level with 
the others, then drink, and say : — 

Cl-0 ^ j|9* ^ ^» M5 S> ^ 3 @ '''"'^ a icieiit worthies. 
(13) Metinhig the empire 

(1.) n ^. 
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Liu, Kwaii aud Chang were patriots trnc and good. 
Who in the Han cause bravely led the van, 
Beneath the peach trees they swore brotherhood, 
Ere Chao Tsze-luiig joined their cause at Shang-shau. 







w ♦ 

This is called Poverty and Dishes tea. If able to assist a brother to enupe 
from difficulties remove the tea-pot and drink either cup. Say — 

Mnng-ching (15) ate food set out for sacrifice ; 
To travel Mrs. Wu (IC) sold her own hair; 
Through poverty young Tsze-lu (17) carried rice ; 
Then why need patriot brothers feel despair? 



5 



This is called Kung Ming on the stage issuing commands to his generals. 
Take the cup on the tea-i)ot, plnc3 it level with the others and drink. Say — 

Ere leaving his hut he naturally knew, 
The empire was doomed to be split in three {larts; 
His lot with the Han supporters he threw ; ' 
At Paitai he showed his governing arts. 



a 



This is called Duke Kwan escorting Liu Pei's two concubines to meet him 
in Ku city. Take the cup on the tea-pot, place io on the left of the others and 
•drink. Say — 

When at Hsii-chou, Kwan Yiin-chang's (18) troops were scattered wide. 
His brother prince's wives he took to guard and guide, 
The husband long he sought, and five great generals slew, 
Before the wives their husband joined in city Ku. 

(18) |§ ^ ^ another nnmo of ||^. 
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This is called the three invitation? ^ Knng Ming to leave his home. Take 
the cup on the teapot, place it the ijrc^^h of a cup from the others and drink. 



Say— ^*| f'V 

f..* ■ : 

When, after fortune in the Hsii-chou battle frowned, 
In Fan, the desert city, rest a while Ewan found, 
Thence ^nidst high hills he sought the virtuous man, 
Who twice refused ere he became his partisan. 

V. -Q 

This is called Subvert Tsing, Bestorc Ming. Take the farthest of the three 
caps and place it next the nearest on the right, thus changing them into a re- 
aemblance to the character j^ Ming, then drink from the cup moved. Say — 

The Tsing is not pure, (19) the Ming is not bright, (ID) 
Turn heaven and earth, the empire ixistorc. 
Civil officers bring your pens and unite 
With the military to give peace once moix*. 



V V. 



The first of these nrrangenr.ents is called the Plum (iarden and the other 
the Five metals. If the centre cup has tea, take it up, if empty tap it once with 
a finger and say *you are very kind,' and when tea is poui-ed into it, drink and 
Bay — 

The Hung's an honoured family. 
In every place it is the same, 
True patriots have prosperity — 
Long live our prince! let all exclaim. 

Tlie middle cup is upside down the othci-s are full. Turn the middle one 
right side up, fill and drink. Say — 

(19) ^1 Tding, the name of the present dynasty, mean^ pure and ffi Ming, the name 
of the last, bright. 
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The battle raged fierce iu the sun. 
In ambush the Tsings lay around, 
T<» rescue our ruler all ran. 
This fight with the foe's still renowned. 

o ? g 

The middle cup is full, the others empty. Take the middle cup and say- 
Han Peng recruited in his flowery tent, 
llan Fu his horses and his men did bring ; 
Cheng Tien was ever on i-evengc intent ; 
And Chang Kwo wavei*ed in opposing Tsing. 



w w 




t\4 



This is callal Chao Tssw-huig saving Prince A Tow (20) from the army 
of the enemy. First lift the cup and teapot off the tray, then drink the five cups 
of tea. Say — 

In serried ranks a million troops surround Chang-pan, 

A single mounted man forth from the city came. 

And through them rode, to save his youthful prince ; this man 

Was every inch a hero and well-known to fame. 



^^%X.fi 



Take the outside cup, place it in the middle of the others, and drink. 
Say- 

Mnyang city a world in itself contains, 
AVhere the brethren meet now jost as of old ; 
For testing a brother no one complains, 
Provided he's never left iu the cold. 



,g 



This arrangement is called the Five Great Generals. The tea must be poured 
into the tea^iot and the cups refilled, then drink the middle cup. Say — 

(20) ^i^. 
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One of the Five Great Generals was Dnke Kwan ; 

Great 'mongst a million too was Ohao Tsze-lung ; 

Chang Yi-te*s (21) shout could break the bridge's sijan, 

Han's cause was hcl|)ed by Ma Chao (22) and Wong Chung {2'6), 

This arrangement is called the ancients. Take the side cups and place one 
above and the other below the central space, thus forming the character df cMnt/y 
centre, then drink. Say — 

Shih Ch'ung (24) was rich and honoured, Pan Tan (25) |x)or, 
Kan \a\ (2(i) succeeded soon and Tai Kung (27) hitc ; 
Peng Tsu (28) Hved long, Yen's (21)) life Wiw early o'er ; 
These six wei*e surely influenced by fate. 



When the cu|is are offered in this way, place three fingew on the left side of 
them and thus form the character |^ hung^ a name of the brotherhood. 



This is called the Six Door Guards. Before drinking, say- 
Six men to guard thi'ee doors we find ; 
Twenty-four captains in two raws sUmd ; 
Stay and rekite what's on your mind. 
Drive the Uirbarians off our land. 



•Q', 



V 

This arraugemeut is styled tlie Six Allied States conferring the ntiik of Prime 
Minister on Su Tsin (30). Take away the teapot and place the side cniw to form 
the character ||l chnng, then drink. Say — 

(22) .Ij®. (=«^)ilic4^- 

(20 ^ ^. (2»)a| ^. 
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Ten years he studied ere he met success ; 
Who, when they saw hira, starved in humble dress, 
Thought six States would appoint him minister, 
And shouting multitudes his worth aver ? 

« 9 9 
« t 9 

This arrangement is called the Sixth Son (Inarding the Three Barriers (81). 
Lift the upixjr centre cup upwards and the lower centre cup downwards, to form 
the character ||| chung, then drink. Say — 

The sixth son guarded the three barriers well ; 
lioyal, he helped the empire's foes to quell ; 
When Queen Siao (82) heard of him, her spirits fell ; 
Ker troo|is dcstroycil she sought in peace to dwell. 

•••ft 

This arrangement is styled the Seven Fairy Sisters* descent to earth. The 
end cup is typiail of selfishness and must not be drunk. Take either of the others 
and say — 

Every night the Seven Sisters their jouniey made, 

'Twas for love the Seven Sisters to earth did descend ; 

They left him they loved in the Wai tree's shade. 

Ne'er tiguin will Tung Yung (88) with such ladies time spend. 

• •- 

t%t % 

t w f • 

These arrangements are each called the Seven Star Sword. In the first the 
side cups must not be taken, but the two cups forming the point may be drunk. 
In the second the side cups must not be taken. Take the cup at the point and 
place level with the centre cup of the three and then drink the two cups forming 
the points, flay— 

(31) An allusion to jjg ^ ^. 

(33) 4^ ^( one of the patterns of Allial piety. The legend is that one of the Seven 

Fairy Sisters, who onch has a mansion in one of the stars. of the Pleiades, visited him nightly, 
and that as ti reward for the Alial piety ho showed at the death of his father, he attained iho 
highwt litornry priM in the otnpire. 
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At Dnigoii Spring the Bwonl spmng forth oiio day, 
To all our wrougs avoiigu and Mongols slay ; 
Our 8istcr-in-law did hmvely wield the sword, 
Once heaven and earth i*evolves, |)eace is restored. 

t V V 

V 

This is called the character '^ hsia. Take the eup out of line with the 
others and drink. 



There wxa cidled the Eight Immortals, or (lenii. The two middle i:u|is may 
be drunk. Before drinking say — 

The rotten wood in spring will sprout ; 
The Eight Immortals cross the sea ; 
On horseback comes our princess out ; 
Let home midst pines and cedars be. 



# 9 • W^^ 

This is called T^ii Yin, the moon. Neither of the cu])s forming the circle 
must be drank. Drink the cup in the centre and say — 

Four seas, thi*ee hills, and eight fairy grattoes high ; 
Ninth ox, and fifth tiger in one place lie ; 
Two beauties, seven sisters and six aunte here meet ; 
In each there arc fifteen, the moon is complete. 

In this stanza the four seas mean the Chinese empire, the three hills the 
three Isles of the Genii, the eight gi*ottoes the grottoes inhabited by the Eight 
Immortals, the ox refei-s to the ninth of the twenty-four constellations, the tiger 
to the White Tiger, the fifth of the supernatural creatures, the seven sisters to 
the Pleiades, and the six aunts, probably, to the six kinds of old women, namely, 
the brokeress, the man*iage go-between, the spiritualistic medium, the praying wo- 
man, the herbalist, and the midwife. It is difficult to conceive who arc meant by 
the two beauties. The whole is a piece of Taoist cabbalism, and it is intended to 
show that in whatever direction the numbers in the first three lines are I'cad, three 
at a time, their sum is fifteen, the number of days the moon takes to become full. 

A small lamp, betel-pepper leaves, betel-nut, lime, tobacco, a cup of tea, and 
a teapot arc called the meeting of hei*oes. Firat place the betel-nut with the lime • 
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and say tbe military Recretaiy guards his ruler ; then remove the Inmp, drink thc- 
cap of tea, smoke and finish by chewing the betel-nut. Say—* 

Bright is the Ilung lamp everywhere, 

A general guards his prince's seat. 

The aims of Hung's five dragons bear. 

We'll slay the Tsings when all's complete. 




If at a menl a Ik)wI of meat and vegetables, half covered with another Ik)wI,. 
is set l)eforo a member, he must take one choi«tick push away the covering bowl 
and oat. He says — 

The Tsiug is not pure and the Ming is not bright ; 

Those of Mnyang city are brave to the core ; 

With one blow, tlie Tsings throughout the land smite. 

And empire again to the Hings restore. 




If a Ik)wI of meat is placed covered in this way before a member, he must 
take the chopstick on the bowls, throw over the upper bowl, and eat. Saying — 

All kinds of delicacies here arc pinced. 

Why do you cover it and not l>cgin ? 

A single whip all Huei-chou-fu abased. 

So drive out Tsing and bring our Ming Prince in. 
If set out covered as in the last, but without the chopstick on top, say — 

A red dish hides Hung's family moat, 

Fine flavoured food is here to eat ; 

To Tsings resist and Mings assist. 

Is why true patriots exist. 
U at a dinner other person's wine cups have wine and the wine-cup of n 
member has none, he says — 

Perversely Hung's influence mounts to the sky ; 

At the Red Flower Bridge all patriots swear. 

With the Heaven and Earth brotherhootl to ally. 

To avenge old wrongs and no Mongols to siwrc. 
If at a dinner the cu)i6 of others contain wine and the cup of one contains 
' water, if a member, he must not drink it, but say — 

In the lotus flower a green dragon lies. 

With water you ask me my thirst to allay ; 

I've drunk of the water our lodge supplies, 

And I didn't expect to be served thus to-day. 
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When the meat and vegetable dishes are placed before a member in this 
manner, he most take the dish from the top and place it on the table, then take 
the chopsticks and eat. He says : — 

Heaped one above the other are these things. 
We'll China win and then destroy the Tsings. 
The five great dragons will Hnng*8 arms assist, 
And ne'er, until the empire's won, desist. 




If dishes are placed before a member in this manner, he must turn them^ 
the right one to the left and the left to the right, and then take chopsticks and 
cat. He says : — 

One north one south are China's capitals — 
The Hungs seek to restore to Mings the land. 
And, helped by the five dragon generals. 
This easy is as turning round the hand. 

When the chopsticks are set out for a member the wrong way, he says : — 

Pray why with opposition meet one ? 
Midst songs of peace turn heaven and earth ; 
A thousand lis friends come to greet one, 
Yet you don't know a brother's worth. 

AVhen dining with another, if you wish to test him, drink a cup of wine 
and place the empty cup on the top of a L»asin of rice, under which you place 
chopsticks, and say : — 

The lotus buds on the lotus flowers rest. 

Five patriarchs invite to the heaven of the AVcst. 

The dragons' five claws the golden selectors seize; 

Good brother begin to farm sand, if you please. 

If there are five dishes of meat on the table and the middle one is covered, 
a member will say : — 

By right this broad empire belongs all to Ming ; 
Why does not the centre rebel against Tsing ? 
If the loyal and brave would together rebel. 
The hills and the streams under Ming would excel. 
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At a dinner put a piece of meat in another's bowl and say : — 
Within the Hung doors flesh and bone are near, 
I don't crave for riches nor nieirs flesh eat ; 
From my treatment at this table, 'tis clear. 
You think you a thankless turncoat meet. 

If the person tested be a member, he will put a bone in your bowl, and say :— 
Ne'er was one who swore in the i)each grardeu known. 
To act faithlessly or to wrong adhere. 
You treat mc with flesh and I you with bone ; 
In the Hung house flesh and bone are aye near. 

When a stranger is offered a cup of water instead of tea, by a member, he 
says : — 

This cup of tea is white and clear ; 
The Hung family sworn brothers are; 
I reached your door to take your cheer, 
Why do you thus all kindness mar ? 

The water is then thrown away and tea given, and the person handing it says :— 
Throw out the water, give Hung tea — 
He comes our prince's f^ce to see; 
A brother, he should share onr lot; 
B'en though his ancestors did not. 

When offering a cup of tea in a meeting, a member says : — 
Those bright green leaves now turned to red, 
iShow Ilungs are a sworn brotherhood, 
Our brethren nil have hither spe<l. 
Who knows for how much future good ? 

When a member is travelling and calls at a house i-equesting a drink of tea, 
if water be brought by the mistress, he must not drink it, but say 'I have drunk 
of the water of the three united rivers.' If she be a member or the wife of a 
•member and understands and brings tea, he must cover it with his fan and say : — 

A Hung fan hides Hung tea; 

Hungs are one family ; 

My brother I don't sec. 

Sister gives tea to me. 

Whon tea is handed, to a member first and the pipe after, he says, as he 
iiccepts the cup and pipe : — 

Green lotus covers all the table — 

Why make so much of one, kind brother ? 

The tiger generals all are able. 

To drink and smoke with one another. 
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When there are two caps of tea and a pipe placed crosswise with thenv 
liefore drinking the tea, a member says : — 

Two ponds of green water and a green dragon see ; 
If yon lift the green dragon yonMl find it is hollow, 
The ponds are so narrow, the dragon can*t flee ; 
There^s no water to keep him, the wells are so shallow. 

When a tobacco pipe is offered to a member with the head towards him, he 
Bays:— 

Heaven, earth, and men yon treat with scorn — 
I may not know when I was born. 
Yet know those who fi*om loyalty swerve, 
Ai*e traitors, and do death deserve. 

When u member is asked to smoke, if there be a lamp in the room, he 
ahades it with his hand and says : — 

The snn in the east rises red ; 

The moon by dark clouds was obscured ; 

Hefoi'e an east wind they have fled. 

And shown our bright pearl (34) is secured. 

When a tobacco-piixj is offered to a member with the mouth end towards 
hira, he takes it and says : — 

Five men with guns the Tsing troops fight, 
And Tsing braves fear to march to meet them ; 
They fas and chaua and tjiiens do smite, 
But (xitriots are sworn to greet them. 

When offered a tobacco pipe held in the centre, a member takes it and says : — 

For Kwangtnng pipes all good men -strive — 
When heaven and-earth^s time does arrive, 
And Tsing*s overthrown and Ming*s i*estored. 
We brothers Ml meet with one accord. 

When a member has tol>acco and no light he says : — 

This good Ilung dragon no pearl spies — 
What means our meeting here to-day ? 
The fowls (85) do meet, but no winds rise (30) : 
Think when our flowery lodge was gay. 

(:i4) Uritflit iMsarl iiiul Ming ruler arc wordn of Ihc ^vixiw *o\\\m\ in Cliiiiu^*. 
(35) Memben. 
(Hi>) Kon-iuember;*. 
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When a member has a pipe and no tobacco, he sa^'S : — 
A covered pearl no brightness does disclose — 
One brother on another lias a claim ; 
Brothers, like brilh'ant phocnices, repose 
In Mnyang city, where we brothers came. 

When a member begins to smoke, he says : — 
*Tis harmony a thonsand lis combines, 
Ten thousard llnngs in one great family. 
In lifting hands and moving feet we've signs ; . 
May nothing ever change onr harmony. 

When a meml>cr is asked by another member to smoke opium and he meets 
n mcmlier with whom he is at enmity, or when one is ofrei*cd an opinm pipe witlv 
the bowl towards hira, he says : — 

A brother invites me to opium smoke ; 

Why longer at enmity should we be ? 

Onr dame of the flowery pavilion once spoke, 

*N() longer cherish old grudges,' said she. 

To this the unfriendly brother or the brother olTering the pipe, says : — 
Two friendly families bear no enmity. 
And brothers should not cherish deadly rage ; 
Pray brother, let nil by-gones by-gones be ; 
In our pavilion we no .war should wage. 

When two 'members smoke opium op[)osite each other at the same lainp and 
a third member comes, he says : — 

Two Hung dragons here snatch at a spot of fire. 
You may pass over lakes, and o'erland you may speed. 
But don't say from these pipes yon no good can acquire. 
To destroy the vile Tsings is a jmiise-worthy deed. 

If the new arrival desires to smoke opium, he says : — 

I wish to both my brothers kind, 
Long life with happiness combined ; 
I want at once to opium smoke. 
If there's a place not yet bc8ix)ke. 

When a washhand-basin is covered with a towel and a member is requested 
to wash his face, he says : — 

Dark clouds obscure the moon and sky, 
Disperse them and the sky we spy — 
No patriot onr cause denies, 
And traitors die before our eyes. 

o 
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When a member i8 visited hj another for the first time, he says : — 

Heaven is above earth, hence we have ne^er raet» 
High hills and low plains far apart we see ; 
You visit this Hung house, and I regret, 
I can offer naught but a cup of tea. 

When a member is asked his name, he snys : — 

• You ask my surname and my name ; 
Muyang for birth-place I do claim. 
Where Hungs in cedar groves live free, 
Hung-ying the Lady Chin named me. 

If a member is tested and he does not know the proper answer to give, 
he says : — 

Hungs* changes endless are, indeed ! 
Some stupid are, while others learn ; 
My parents had some books to read. 
But poor, I had ray living to earn. 

When a member gives a sign, he sometimes says : — 
Five Patriarchs, in worth complete, 
Passed over lakes and seas and land. 
And gave for use whenever we meet. 
Those signs which we all understand. 

When stopped on the road by robbers, to prevent their robbing liini, in caso 
they are brothers, a member says : — • 

In Kao-chi temple Hung is chief. 
Toward a brother be no thief. 
Heed heaven act under the gods* -cainj ; 
Traitors and turncoats heaven won*t spare. 

When a junk is attacked, if those on board arc members, tlicy say, in case 
the pirates are brothers : — 

On our Hung mast our lamp hangs high. 
Ik'othcrs at sea shouldn't rob each other ; 
Heaven punishes those who rely. 
On force to cruelly treat a brother. 

There are verses for members to teach their wives for use on certain 
occasions. When an attempt is made to seduce her, she is to say : — 

Fresh flowers at a distaiice always look gay ; 
])on*t think me a vile wanton woman pray ; 
If beauty you love to yonder hills flee ; 
My husband is one of your family. 
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If au attempt is made to ravish her, she is to say : — 

Tlie sun a red spot in the east does lower, 

Ou this road Vm like a lone antnmn flower ; 

In seeking for flowers go the hills among ; 

My husband belongs to piao^ son^ ho^ hOy twfff. 
If a member is stop^ied on the highway by a man with n sword in his hand, 
he must say, in case the thief be a brother, 'on a former day I did not fear two 
fiwords, but now I fear one/ If the thief recognizes the words and desists, tho 
mcmljer attacked says : — 

Your sword is only to cause dismay, 

You should'take two swords and fight the Tsiiigs ; 

(lood brother you stop me on my way, 

lUit now you know we are both Hung-Yings. 
If the thief has two swords, the member attacked says : — 

There's a two-planked bridge in Muyang, 

For the use of Hung heroes obtained. 

When Heaven our empire restores. 

In Yang city we'll be maintained. 
When, to test a member, a sword is drawn on the edge of a circle, he draws 
another sword and snys, ' I don't paiss one sword, when there are two I jiass.' 
When, for the same purpose, a circle is drawn on a road with nothing in 
it, the person tested puts one foot in the circle and says, 'We arc all within the 
circle men.' 




There are certain verses written and sent out to call members to assist iit 
fights. These verses are always written under the sign here given. Either of the 
following quatrains are used for this purpose. 

We Heaven obey and with our foes do fight ; 

Come and assist your brothers we beseech. 

In pity come our enemies to smite. 

The chieh i chin Ian tumult heaven does reach. 

The signs are unequalled, hence we call you ; 

The wind (37) now blows fierce and is liard to subdue ; 

Come help us, good brother, we earnestly pray. 

And when peace is restoi-ed we'll your kindness repay. 

The sun above shines everywhere. 

And for Muyang the wind is fair ; 

Heaven, earth and people raise up Ming, 

And olHccrs are gathering. 
(37) Member. 
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Brothers dou*t leave, but come to our aid, 
DoQ*t stroll as if there's nothing to do ; 
Act when the three-tinger sign is made, 
As if your own flesh and bones called you. 
We patriots did ]i)eace enjoy. 
Till outsiders did us annoy : 
This notice calls you to u fight. 
Gome to Changsha, with us unite. 

The White Fan calls members around him, when there is something 
important expected to take place, by fanning himself very slowly three or four 
times ; and he calls members to take part in a fight by lightly waving his fan 
over his head three times. 

If a member is fighting with' a non-member, and another member is pi*esent, 
he will pretend to stop the fight by placing his hands between the men fighting, 
with his 2Hthn on the outside and the back of his hand on the member. 

If, when some men are beating others, a member rushes about with both 
palms of his hands outwards shouting * donH, fight! doi^t fight .'* it conveys to mem- 
bers the meaning 'beat them, they arc outsiders, or non-members^ ; but if the ptdms 
of his hands vlvq turned towards himself, with the right thumb bent, and the same 
words are used, it means 'dou*t fight them, they are insidci*s, or brothers \ this 
style of using the hands is callpd the ying yang^ male and female principles of 
nature sign. 

Another sign to a\ll assistance in a fight is called the suu cht'ao yin^ the 
triangle seal. This sign is made by holding out the right hand with the thumb, 
first, and second fingers expanded an equal distance of an inch or two aptrt and 
the third and fourth fingers closed ; at the same time the thumb and first 
two fingers of the left hand are placed open on the right elbow. 

Another way to ctdl assistance is to hold the right hand over the head with 
the thumb (lointing upwards. 

Assistance in a fight is also called by holding out the right hand with the 
|Kdm outwards and at the same time placing the left hand on the breast with the 
(humb and forefinger bent and the other fingers shut. To stop members from 
lighting, the left hand is kept in the same position, with the palm of the right 
hand turned inwards. 

The right hand help out with the thumb and foi'efinger bent and the other 
liree fingers straight, and the sinne thi*ee fingers of the left hand on the chest, 
tenotes heaven ; the right hand held out, with the thumb, first, and second fingers 
traight, and the other two bent, and the left thumb and two fingers open on the 
»reast, denote earth ; the right hand held out, with the thumb and little finger 
iraight, and the other fingeis bent, and the left hand on the breast, with fingers 
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bent in the same manner, denote man. The last is also called the dragoons head 
and phoenix tail sign. These three signs made one after the other, mean ' I am 
a Heaven and Earth Society man.* 

Members sometimes test persons by asking if their fingers have been pricked. 

If a member is asked, he will, if an ordinary member, reply 'yes' and at the 
same time hold out his left hand with the thumb nail pressing against his second 
finger at the spot pricked at initiation, the forefinger level >vith the thumb, and 
the other fingers bent.' If the person tested is an inferior officer, he will press 
his thumb and forefinger against the second finger about an inch from the 
tip, and if a superior officer still further back. 

The hands held C'ltt with the right thumb bent and the left thumb and other 
fingers straight, is called the four-nines place ; which is an old designation of the 
green flng section of the society. 

In riotous times, if a member has to be in the streets and is afraid of being 
assaulted, he rolls up the right sleeve of his jacket or the right leg of his trousers, 
or holds his right hand over his head with three fingers spread out. A member 
wearing a jacket buttoned up the centre shows membership by unbuttoning the 
top button and turning the corner of the jacket with the button inwards. 

A handkerchief tied around the neck with two loose knots in front and the 
ends hanging down, is said to denote membership in the I Hsing or Ohi Hin 
lodge as it is called in Fokienese. This handkerchief may be an arrangement in 
place of the queue for the convenience of Portuguese and Malays who sometimes 
join the society. 

When assistance is required in a fight, the queue is dropped over the right 
shoulder in a loop and the end brought around the neck and tied in two loose slip 
knots to the loop, while the member shouts Hunff shwi Hen, Hungs obey Heaven ! 
The queue tied in this manner is called the shon^ longlifo sign. 

The /f>;i, heaven, sign is made by twisting the queue around the head, 
crossing it in front and. looping it downwards on the left side of the head. 

The /t, earth, sign is made by twisting the queue twice a.round the head in 
parallel lines and looping it upwards on the left side of the head. 

The jin^ man, sign is made by twisting the queue twice around the head, 
crossing it on both sides of the head and looping it downwards on the left side 
of the head. 

When the society is in rebellion, members, in order to protect their families 
from violence, nail a square piece of red cloth over the door-ways of their dwellings, 
with the character ]^ hwifff written on the outside and the character 2^ ying on 
the inside of it ; and inside their houses they place a green bamboo, three feet six 
inches long, leaning against the wall in each of the four comers. 
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The following thirty oaths, which differ somewhat from those already given, 
were found written on a piece of yellow paper, five feet six inches long and two 
feet wide, amongst Triad flags and other emblems of the society. Tlie paper was 
embellished with two dragons contending for a pearl on the right and two phocnices 
<x>ntending. for a pearl on ihe left, and there wei*o a bird and foliag^e above and 
foliage below the writing. 

The Five Patriarchs bequeathed the following thirty-six oaths. 

1. — After entering the Hung doors, your parents become our parents, your 
brothers and sisters onr brothers and sisters, your wife onr sister-in-law and your 
aons and nephews our sons and nephews. If any disobey this rale and forget the 
proper feeling, they will be considered to have broken the oath, and may thunder 
from all points annihilate them. ^ " "--^ ^ 



2.— If a parent of a brother dies and he, having no money for burial expenses, 
sends his mourning notice soliciting aid from a brother, tliat brother must inform 
all the other brethren, and those who have much must liberally contribute and 
those who have no money must exert themselves to c*omplcto the affair. If any 
feign ignomnco of the matter, may thunder from all points annihilate them. 

8. • When any Hung brethren away from their homes, no matter whether 
scholars, husbandmen, mechanics, merchants, or travellers, come to you, you must 
receive them and (i;ive them one night*s lodging and two meals. If any, forgetting 
the feeling of relationship and pretending not to know, look on them as outsiders, 
may they die beneath ten thousand knives. 

4. -Whenever brethren of the Hung family, with whom you are not ac- 
(juainted, show signs and speak of matters of great importance to yon, you must 
recognize them. May those who refuse recognition fall beneath ten thousand knives. 
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5.^0f the internal affairs of the Hang family a father mast not inform his 
-son nor a son his father, nor a brother his brother, nor may any inform their 
nearest relations of it ; and they must not speak of the books, certificates or secret 
words, nor secretly, through greed of money, teach others ; may those, who do so, 
die beneath ten thousand knives. 

G.— None of our Hung family should act as informers to arrest a Hnng 
brother. If any old enemies harbour resentment, they must inform all the brethren* 
who will judge the right and wrong, the crooked and straight, and on their decision 
being given mah'ce must no longer be borne in the heart. If any in ignorance 
or by mistake arrest a brother, they must release him and enable him to escape. 

If any disobey this mle, may thunder from all points annihilate them. 

7. — If brethren in times of distress and difficulty have no money to escape, 
yon must assist them with passage money, no matter how much. If there are any 
who do not adhere to the feelings of kinship, may thunder from all points 
annihilate them. 

8. — To falsely accuse a brother is unnatural, and as to those who scheme 
to injure the Incense Master, or who stab a brother, may they die beneath ten 
thousand knives. 

9.— You must not commit adultery with a brother^s wife, daughter, or sister. 
May thunder from all points annihilate those who offend against this rule. 

10. — If a brother entrusts you with money, valuables or other aiticles, carry 
out your trust thoroughly and hand over all correctly. May those, who secretly 
cheat, die beneath ten thousand knives. 
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11. — If a brother cntiiists his wife, child or an important affair to another 
brother, and he commits a breach of trust, may thunder from all points annihilate- 
bim. 

12. — On entering the Hung doors to-night it is important that the informa- 
tion r^rding your surname and the hour, day, mouth and year of your birth 
should be correct. If any supply false information, with intent to deceive our 
Five Patriarchs, may thunder from all points annihilate them. 

1 13. — After entering the Hang doors to-night, yon must not lament and com- 
plain that you made a mistake in entering, and before Heaven seek to ivlivc yonr- 
selves of your oaths. May those, who have such hearts, die beneath ten thousand 
knives. 

M-\'^m4^mAm f'\z^yfmmA^^A^'^^mmitti 

14. May those who rob or who secretly assist outsiders to plunder a brother 
of his wealth. l)e annihilated by thunder from all points. 

m 

15.— You must not compel a brother to sell his goods to you nor obtain 
them by fraud, nor wrangle or use force in selling to him. May those who 
presume on their strengtli- to insult the weak, die beneath ten thousand knives. 

mf^m,nm^n^^7Jz,T: 

10. — Those who borrow money or other articles from a brother must ixiturn 
them ; if any deceitfully disregard this matter, may thunder from all points 
annihilate them. 

17. — If any in mistake steal a brother*s property, they must at once return 
it, if any act deceitfully and do not return it, may they die beneath ten thousand 
knives. 

18. — If any be arrested by mandarin soldiers, they must regard it as a 
misfortune from heaven on themselves, and not turn round and incriminate their 
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brethren of tlie IIuii^ family ; uor mwy tlicj, to pay off old grudges, wrongly in- 
crimir.ntc their hretliren. If any cai*e1ess1y incriminate tlieir brethaMi or disrcgnnl 
tlic proi»cT Hpirit »f the (wtriotic bonds, fnrme<l within tlie ITimg door.-*, may they 
be auinhilated by thunder from all ix)ints. 

10. — If a brother gete arrested, or goes abroad and after a long time does 
not return, and leaves sons, dnughteifi or a wife with no one to depend on, yon must 
Ix! careful and assist until the children attain n)utm'iiy. If any feign ignorance of 
such cases, may thunder from all points annihilate them. 

20. — If a brother is assaulted or insulted, you must act, and if he is in the 
right assist him, and if in the wrong advise him; if he •continually gct« insulted, 
inform all the brethren, that they may discuss the matter and, if he is poor, assist 
him in his (|unnel with money: and those without money must exert themselves 
in his l)ehalf and not feign ignorance. May those, who transgress this rule, be 
annihilated by thunder from all ix)ints. 

21. — If, whether in the provinces or in foreign places, an ofTiciuI letter arrives, 
or an officer pureues to arrest a brother, inform him at once, for his escape is most 
important. May those, who refuse to give euch information, die l)eneath ten 
thoustmd knives. 

§2. — In a gambling house you must not falsely cheat a brother out of his 
money, nor conspire with outsiders to cheat him in gambling, nor covetously plan 
to benefit yourself and injure him. May those who act so deceitfully die beneath 
ten thousand knives. 
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28. — You must not invenfe tales, nor add to nor take from what is said, in 
•order Ui troachoronsly injaro a brother. May thunder from all points anuihilato 
those who act thus. 

T 

2-4.-^Yon must ]iot secretly act as Incense Master : after serving three years, 
if you are loyal and patriotic, and the Incense Master delivers the ritual to yon, or 
first hands it to you and afterwards instructs you, or if he promotes you to the 
third grade, you may act. If any act secretly on their own account, may thunder 
from all \you\U annihilate them. 

n^mmr-n^i^m±Amf'\z^^^mh'^Wir^mu 

25. — After entering the Hung doors, if you have former enemies or old 
grudges, they must not be remembered, former enmities and aifairs must be treated 
iis of the past, yon are not allowed to cherish ill-will, ff any secretly cherish 
onuiiry, may thunder from all points annihilate them. 

2(5. — If your own brother fights or goes to law with our llnng brethren, or 
such like aifaii*s, you must advise both parties, hut not assist either ; it is most 
important to cause peace. If any disobey this rule, may thnnder from all points 
annihilate them. 

27. — If a brother has to watch or guarJ a i)lac3, yon must not act unlawfully 
there ; each has his profession or occuimtion. If any pretend ignorance and 
obstinately act unlawfully at a placu a brother has charge of, and thereby involves 
him in trouble, may thunder from all points annihilate him. 

28.— If a brother robi, steals kidnaps or obtiins property b/ fniud, you must 
not envy the brother hi3 wealth or propsrty. If any harbour ill-will against a 
brother, because he refuses to share such wealth with him, may thunder from all 
|K)ints annihilate him. 
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29. — If n brother get* wealth, you must not divulge his schemes. If any 
disobey this rule, may they die beneath ten thousand knives. 

MTJZf 

30.— You must not pawn goods for outsiders, nor say one thing and mean 
another to assist them. ^lay those, who swindle a hmtlicr of the Hung family, 
die beneath ten thousand knives. 

31. — Do not trust to the great many members of our Hung family, nor r«ly 
in our power to insult or oppress outsiders. You must not act perversely to oppress 
the weak or practise cruelty, but be contented with your lot, each attending to his 
own business. Heaven and earth will hardly permit you to trust in your nuinber 
to put iXK)ple in fear, and may those, who do so, die beneath ten thouumd 
knives. 

« W^ l^^B «^^l^ *a:g^fiF^'W A^5c«s m^^^ 
MTJZT 

82. — You must not, because ]yQop\c refuse to lend to you, show revenge, nor 
blame them because they do not give yon drink or food. If any cherish hatred 
or harbour revengeful feelings, Fuch arc the views of mean iKsreons, and mny thunder 
from all poinU exterminate them. 

^i^'^'mjit7if^hAZM.Anmm 

83. — You must not toy and act wantonly with the boys and girls of Hung 
brothers. May thunder from all points exterminate those who transgress this rule. 

8i. — You must not take or p ircliase the wife or concubine of a Hung bro- 
ther for a wife, nor commit adultjr/ with his wife or concubine. May those who 
transgress this rule die beneath ten thousand knives. 

8r». — You mu it not carelessly speak with outsiders of our books, so as to 
enable them to understand them. You must be careful with your certificates of 
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membership and the rituals and not let outsider see them, and you must he 
careful and not divulge our plans. May those who trausgi*C8S this rule die beneath 
ten thousand knives. 

80. — SehoIai*s, husbandmen, artisans and merchants, all follow their occup- 
ations ; but after entering the Hung doors, they must regard loyalty and iiatriotisni 
as- most important. They must combine the Hung brethren in evei-y province as 
if they feel they arc all hands and feet of one body. You must make no distinction 
of mine and thine. When in the future we raise an army, it will be necessary to 
prepare arms, ammunition and provisions, so that we may unite our forces, to kill 
and extei*minate ths Tsing dynasty and to protect and resUjrc a IMiug ruler, and 
thei'cl)y avenge for the Five Patriarchs the injury caused by the tire, besides 
manifesting the true feelings of to-day's combined patriots' pledged oaths. If any 
show duplicity and fail to exert themselves, may they die beneath ten tliousand 
knives. 

Some who take oaths arc false and others true, 
But brethren are alike the empire through ; 
The true jxitriot a duke or earl is made. 
But by the knife dies the tniitor renegade. 
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